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THE 


PREFACE 


P21 HE preſent State and Cir- 
ZW cumſtances of our Engliſh 
Nation,cauſe great T houghts 
of Heart, every wiſe Man 
conſidering ,not what will beſt 
| ratifie .his own Flumonr, 
Paſſion, perſonal Intereſt, or Opinion, but 
' what may be beſt for the peace, wealth, 
, ſtrength, ſafety, and ſettlement of the Na- 
J* 707. Every Fool can make breaches and di- 
|| viſions, but it requires good Wiſdom to heal 
| them. A wiſe Mans Heart diſcerneth 
$1. both Time, and Judgment, ſaith Solomon; + 
& Tempori parendum, was the Motto of 
Theodoſius the ſecond : we may better ſee 
what we may be able to do; than what is ; 
beſt to be done in our preſent Circumſlan- ® 
y ces. We have amongſt us a company of "© 
4 7afb, heady, fierce, ionorant; and felf-con- 
4 fidert People, who if wiſely managed by the 
4 prudence of Government, may be made uſe- © 
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The Preface. | 


ful in the Nation, to the enriching and. 
ſtrengthning of it, who are no way fit to 
| have the Reins in their own hand, whether - | 
_ they be Conformiſts or not. Was the fear | 
of God, and the Principles of true -Reli- 
"gion more ſet up in the Hearts of Men, it 
would greatly be to the advantage both of 
Church, and State : I have. been thinking 
bow this may be beſt done. And | ſeeing 
though we have many ſorts of Opinions | 
amongſt us, yet we all profeſs our ſelves | 
Chriſtians, and unite in that. Centre, 1 
thought it might be a good work to fhew mex, | 
briefly, what Chriſtianity is, and what they ||. 
are obliged to be, by being Chriſtians , and © 
have run over as many particulars about it, 
as I could at preſent think of ;, and. finding 
| that many of our Diſorders and Miſtakes" 
| ariſe, from want of a due underſtanding of, | + 
and regular reſpect ta Magiſtracy awd Mi-":|| « 
[niſtry, 1 have therefore given a brief de- | 
| ſcription of both, to engage Men to that re- || 
' | werend Honour, aud Keſpect which are due: | 
#0. both : And that none may ſatisfie them- | 


£5 


+ ſelves in being. Proteſtants, if they are not | 
X alſo true Chriſtians. I find, "tis not being” 


| 
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of this, or that Party, or Opinion in Reli-7 
gion, which makes a right Chriſtian. We! 
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The Preface. 
may obſerve ſome bad Men in all, and T hope 
there may be ſome good, Þ woula be loth to 
condemn all in a Lump. -If I ſee a Max's . 
Afions bad, I will ſay he is a bad Man, let 
his Profeſſion be this or that ; and ſo would 
I hope on the contrary. We have infallible 
Rules in the Word of God, to juage of Men 
by: Thoxgh for the moſt part we judge of Men 
| by falſe Rules, ſuited to a Party, Opinion, 
1. or ſome ſecular Intereſt, But as I hate Pro- 
1]. phaneſs and Debauchery, ſo I abhor Diſſi- 

* mulation, or Hypocriſie, in all Profeſſions, 
| /o as to make Reltzion a pretence to Ambi- 
1 tion, and Covetouſneſs ; tofraud and Con- 
Ji ſenage; ro Murders, and Maſſacres, to © 
\ Treaſons and Rebellions. The Form of ? 
-] Religion without the Power of it, the 
"| fairer it appears the fouler it is, & 4 
| good ſaying of a late Writer. Religion is | 
1 moſt wounded in the Houſe of its falſe } 
"| Friends. And ſome upright, and innocent 
"| Souls, may ſuffer by. the miſcarriages of 
| ſome of their own Party ; whereof wehave 
*| had many Inſtances of late amongſt us, TI 
| am confident all good Chriſtians agree in 
S more things, than they differ : And there 
A. , may be forbearance where there is not agree+ 
| ment, efpecially when the ſafety of Religion | 
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 ThePreface. 


requires it : And (ſometimes the Providence 


of God doth that for a People, which: their 


own endeavours could not accompliſh, Let 
wiſe Men obſerve its preſent Indications and 
att accoraingly. | 

1 find in the feavouriſh heats of Mens 
aiſputes, the Vitals of Religion are apt to 
expire, and we have but too many ſad Symp- 
toms of it in the Nation, at this day : Aud 
t0' recover it to its promitive Vigonr, and 
attivity, in the right Sphear, is the main 


Deſign of theſe papers ; that there may be 
| found more true Chriſtuanity, among ſt thoſe- 


who bear the Name of Chriſtians, and the 
Name of Proteſtants alſo. For the Con 
wverſ{ation of many of them is ſuch, that we 
have as good ground of hope, for the Salva- 
tion of Turks ana Infidels as of theirs. It 


is not External Incorporating with any, 


viſible Church, whether the Church of Eng-| [9 


land, the Church of Rome, or any other, 
that:puts a Man into a State of Sulvation, 
without having a ſanitified Heart, and a 
Reformed Life. Many are ambitious to 
make Profelytes to their Opinions, and 
their Church, and then call them Converts, 


_ ven times more the children of Hell 
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|. 1 am [ure the chief End of all Religion 
pgs the Salvation of Mens Souls, : and they 
are not likely to attain it in any Religion, 
f they are .not fincere in it : And ſincerity 
lies more in the Heart, than the Head : 
And therefore ſeeing mens heads, have of 
late been much exerciſed about Diſputes, 
lard the Polemical parts of Religion, and 
vindicating the Dofrine of the Church of 


f and of which there hath been great uſe, ) 
WU thought it might be ſeaſonable to ſubjoyn 
Womething. about prattical Religion, which 


Saviour ' flyles his Apoſtles] not only the 
Lights of the World, but the Salt of the. 
Earth ; Aud ſent them forth not only to in- 


he. eo and 


[England againſt the Errors of the Papiſts, 


is ſo much wantins in the Nation. Our \ - 


orm Mens Judgments, but to ſeaſon and 
 Vanttifie their Hearts and Lives. The chief 
| Buſineſs of theſe Papers is to expoſe good 


phet Iſaiah, To buy wine and milk, Ss 

W hope this Salt will be bought up 4 pace, 

it being ſo neceſſary for every mans uſe. 
or as corruption in the Heart and Life 

orb oftentimes corrupt the Tudgment, and | 
prakes Men receptive of any Religion, ſo 

bs nt S. Santt- 


| Palt 70 publick Sale ; and as Solomon calls. 
voz Men to buy the Truth, ad the. Pro- 
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 Fhe Preface. | 
Sanitity of Heart and Life may be a greal 


means to preſerve men from  Popery, ' ant 
erroneous Dottrines, ' and eſtabliſh them 71 
the true Religion. Therefore I hope theſ 
P apers will not be thought unſea(onable. 
We know the Proteſtant, Reformed Reli 
gion, is the Profeſſion of theſe Nations, ani 
therefore attempts to promote a true Re 
formation are ſurely ſeaſonable in ſuch a jun 
GFure, when the three Eſtates of the Lan 
are ingaged in the eſtabliſhing of it. M 
aefien ts to draw a ſtrait Theological Line 
' whereby Men may diſcern both Reftitude andl 
Obliquity ; what they are, or what they 
ought to be. And if any will acconnt mt 
a Fool for ſpeaking plainly, I am conten! 
ro be. ſo accounted, if 1 can make other, 
wiſe. | 
Ye And let me advertije the Reader, that hy 
will not find any rare things in the follow'ng 
 »,Diſcoarſe, I mean rare in the Notion, but 
" many things, God knows, too rare in Men 
prattice. 
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Rioht CHRISTIANITY 
DESCRIBED, &c. 


LL Religion in the World 
hath Reſpect to a Derry; and 
was there no God, there need. 
to be no Religion, and they 
calt off a Deity, and may 
be termed Atheiſts, who caſt © 
off all Religion:”: "But there + 
are ſuch bright Characters of a Deity 'in 7 
the Works of Creation, and -in every —_ - 
Conſcience, as that there are but few who : 
embrace not ſome Religion or other :* And © 
tho ſome Men ſeem to live as though there 
was no God, yet when they are in a 14 : 
ſtreſs, or in the approaches of Death, the 
ſenſe of a Deity returns upon them ; as mo- '* 
tions againſt Nature will at ſome time or © -3 
other recurr. And therefore ſuch as promote 7 
Impiety under pretexts of Religion, are like-  *:? 
I to do more : miſchief, and have greater ory .'2Y 

cels 


- 
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" Nefozmed Religion: : Or. 


ceſs, then thoſe who ſeek to do it by thy 


ting againſt a Deity. . I know. ſome have en- 


| . .- deavoured to make themſelves and others 
= Atheiſts ; as Lucretius boaſts of Epicurus, that: 


he was the firſt that ſonght to deliver the 
World from the burthenſome Yoke of Re- 


EF ligion : but he had not many Followers. Yet 


F ; the notion of a Deity may be much 
ſtifled in many ; for when they ſee all things 


come to paſs by ſecond cauſes ; when they, 


ſee Vice and Wickedneſsram pant. in the world, 


| and true Piety, and Virtue under Contempt ; 


and when they obſerve ſo many Sets 1n the 
World; and differences about Religion ;-and, 


2 how the generality of Men, though they; 


have no fear of God, yet they fare as well as 


thoſe that fear him ; and wher) they ſee the. 


Apoſtacy and Hypocrific of many that have 


Fe made . great Profeſſion, and! the fi mpleneſs. 


and weakneſs of others; they begin to thiuk, 


b all-that is diſcourſed abour a Deity, Provi- 


"dence, Judgment to come, Heaven and Hell, 
or” any, Religion, are but fanatick Fancies, ſu- 
© perſtitious Conceits, or politick Inventions, 


F L. » either of Princes to keep the People under Go- 
bs. vernment, or of Prieſts to make Markets of 


.' Peoples Conſciences. But my buſineſs at pre- 
- eur is not. with theſe, but ſuch as own and 


acknowledge 2 Deity, profeſs Religion, yea, - 


rhe beſt, and only true Religion, the Reform-_ 
cd Chriſtian Religion ; a Religion founded 
brit in Gods Eternal Councels, for the higheſk>, 


Mani- 


Ll 
+ « CAT 44 "RE 3 - 2 * £396 0” re” 4 x 
* d 4 cd <® y #®.. vs Re ESR bags \ / -S; oe ae) l h 
we As : | i F : 
P : a wa EY « ; a g v o ; 
- : þ- ; 
- 4 A Pl © 
» b 


anifeſtation of his own Glory, and formed for 
he good of Mankind in this World, and for' 
onduCting them to the Eternal Felicity of the- 
World to come. And was it not defaced by: 
he vicious practices of falſe Chriſtians , it - 
-0u01d either convince or convert the. World 
o it; and vindicate it ſelf from the Re- 
proaches under which it lies with many at this 
day z moſt Men looking more at the Afions 
of Men, than the Rules of the Religion they 
profeſs, to judge it by ; though ſome look - 
fupon it as ſome vindication of the Name of 
Chriſt againſt the Impoſtor Aabomer, in the 
great ſucceſs of the Chriſtians, fo called, a- 
gainſt the Turks, yet we may fear, that the 
unjuſt Practices, groſs Idolatries, inhumane Per- 
ſecntions, and ſcandalous Lives of many called 
Chriſtians, may keep them. from embracing 
Chriſtianity, But becauſe my deſign is gene- 
ral, I ſhall not make it my buſineſs now to con- 
ſider any one Party or Denomination of Chri- 
ſtians diſtin from 2nother, bur ſhall briefly 
treat of Chriſtianity ir ſelt, 1n the Principles, 
Rules, Myſteries, and Deſigns of 4t ;, that all 
may here as in a Glaſs ſee their own face; and 
as moſt, I fear, may have cauie to bluſh, ſo it. 
may. tend to reduce the Chriſtian world to a” 
{ better Temper, eſpecially our own Engliſh Na- 
"tion. I find all Parties ready to refle&t one 
| vpon another, whereas all may be guilty : And 
F whilſt each are contending for fome particu- 
I lar!Opinions and Circumſtances in Religion, 
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4 KRefozmedReligion; Or, ' 
\'they may evidently tranſgreſs the. Rules of 
common Chriſtianity : And while ſome are cal- 
led Papiſtz, others Proteſtants, ſome Lutherans; 
ſome. Calveniſts; ſome Conformiſts, others 
| Nonconformiſts, all are apt to forget they areſ 
' called Chriſtians: And while we are contend- 
ing for that which is Primitive in Church or-J . 
der, ' and: in the Externals of Religion, we re- 


| 


q gard not that which is primitive in the right - 
E Temperament of our Hearts and Lives, which} _. 
| If we could arrive at, or did ſtudiouſly en-J 
deavour, it might prevent the miſchiefs, which I «. 
have befallen us, for time to come ; and allay Þ 
our late contentions in Religion, more than I 
all the wrangling diſputes which have been Þ x. 
among us ; and though in doubtfnl things it Þ| - 
1s commendable to ſearch out Trath, and I, 
plead for it, yet not with minds poſleſt with } , 
Paſſion, or Prejudice, which blind the Judg- } . 


ment, and break the bonds of Unity, Love 

and Peice : As the two Men mentioned by A- 

__ ſeln, whodiſputing and then falling to blows in 

the Morning, about the place where the Sun 

would riſe, beat out one anothers Eyes, and ſo 
neither of them could ſee it. It's no great advan- | 

tage toa Man to be a Papiſt, Lntheran,Calviniſt, 
| Epiſcopal,Presbyterian, &c. if he be not a right 
b Chriitian. ur greateſt zeal is about thoſe things | 
- for the molt part, that are not neceſlary to Sal- 1 
© yation; and which may leave us ſhort of Hea- 
= _ven: Sothar wemay take up the complaint of 
che Hiftortan, about the Diviſions of the Eaſtern, 
: We- 7 
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{Weſtern and Lybian Churches 


ſum inceſſit. 


arotwilted with Intereſt, which make Men furi- ' | 


J another ro his own hurt, Eccl. 8.0. 9: 
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Niceph. cap. 25. 


among themſelves, Tantaconfuſio 11 7 


mentiumque Calioo orbem untver- 
Opinions get into Mens luſts, and 


ous and violent, who are altogether Strangers 


j to Chriſtianity in the life and power of it : And 


though I have nor told the World my Name, 


$ either who I am, or what | am, yet Ithink I need 


not care who knows it ; for | ſuppoſe no man 
will be angry with me for wiſhing all Men 
well; and as for praiſe of Men , as I de- 


ſerve none, fo neither can I expect it from a 


work of this Nature: this I ſhall only ſay, I 
have lived now the full Age of a Man, have 
been an Obſerver of the Conteſts of the late 
Times, and have ſeen little good fruit upon 


the Spirits of moiſt Men; many have changed 


their Opinions, their particular Profeſſions, 
and Parties, but ſt1i] have retained the ſame 
Hearts, and Religion in the Power of it hath 


been manifeſtly declining ; either by being ra- - 
rified into airy Ceremonies, or concenſed mto | 


ſtupid Formality, or refined into ſpeculative 


Notions, or rent aſunder by manifold Opini-- 
ons, and perverſe Diſpates, or abulſed to un- - 
warrantable Deſigns; and Men have made it * 
their work to trample others down, and their. |; 
Conqueſts haye proved their Snare, ard then. 


their Ruine; wherein the ſaying of Solomon 1s 
fulfilled, There is 4 time when one man ruleth over 


I fear moſt 


Men 


OT nn "R_ 


» a 4 " 
MA 112" £4 F "OR 
F MW 3 ' den Sel 
. AB Ph” 


&&. TS 
ww 2 
© 
ond . 
- - 
- J 


rightChriſtian : And what that worthy Na 
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Men know not, or forget what it is to be 4 
doth oblige them to ; which was the Name 
waereby all Chriſts Diſciples were called, be- 


fore all thoſe Names were known in the World, 


whereby fince they have been diſtinguiſhed or 
reproached. 
And as it was the firſt Name given on Earth, 


fo it may probably continue for ever in Hea- 


ven, For of Chriſt the whole Family of Heaven 


and Earth i named, 2s tne Apoltle ſpeaks : I 


ſhall therefore endeavour to ſhew in ſeveral 
diſtin Aphoriſazs, what a right Chriſtian is 
in general, and then apply my Diſcourſe .to 
Men 1n particular Capacities, and Relations : 
And I have not been careful to obſerve Me- 


thod, which my deſign will not well admit 


of, but have pot things down 1n my Paper as 
they came into my Thoughts, without 'con- 
ſulring any Author ; yet they are all contain- 
ed in the Scriptures, as 1 could eaſily ſhew, 
whence a Chriſtian dertves/the Praftice and 
Principles of his Religion, 


Of aRight Chriſtian in General 


 J77rft, He is one baptized into the Profeſſion | 
of the Chriſtian Faith, whether in Infan- 


p 4. 3 
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cy or afterwards, or whether by ſprinkling, } 


plunging, 6r dipping, I ſhall not here diſpute; 
which is the outward badge, or diſtinguiſhing! 


Sign 


. 7 , Wy. tk 
WAS 
I:IM % 
. SY = 
oy - A 
£ PI L $5 A; 
a ; Rr. Ub 4:6 
Won 955" ” 
os - % <a 
_ 4,4 F 
. 


: 
- $9 


4 IR IEEE 


, \ Sexb 
ws 3 
>a 
* *vFhh 
05 
Ri 
a —=* 


Regeneration, Renovation, Illumination, &c. , ® 
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+ LALLIL | Vs WENT. Es 
as Circumciſion was to the 
Fews,and is ſometimes. applyed to perſons who _ 
prove as flagitious and implous as any that are . 
upon Earth, 

And therefore in the next place, beſides 
this outward waſhing of Water, he hath re- 
ceived the waſhing of Regeneration, and the _ ? 
Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 7. 3. 5. where- . 
by, ( conſidered in his firſt Original ) he is * 
ſaidto be one born of God,as one Apoſtle ſpeaks, 

1 Fohn13. And born of an zmcorruptible Seed, © 
as anothgr Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Per. 1. 23. Born 

of TWater, and the Holy Spirit, as our Savi- 
our himſelf ſpeaks, John 3. 5. And is made a 
Chriſtian, not born ſo by Natural. Birth, as 
that . Ancient Father ſpeaks, Tertul. Apolog. 
Cap. 18. Fiunt won naſcuntur Chriſtian. And _ } 
tho outward Baptiſm is ſtyled þy the Ancients, # 


yet it is with reſpeCt to the inward Grace, * 
which ſometimes accompanies, and ſometimes _, *X 
follows Baptiſm in the right Chriſtian ; where- + # 
by he 1s more then a Chriſtian in Name. *Y 
Again, He acknowledgeth one only living _ 7 
and true God, the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and gives divine Honour, and Religious Wor 
ſhip to him alone, and will not fo debaſe the 
Incomprehenfible God, as to make any Image 7 
of him, to Worſhip him by. In both which © 7 
' he is diſtinguiſht from the Pagans. -*"M 
Further, He is one who belicfes the Reve- * 1 
lation made of Chriſt in the *criptures to,be 
- true, 


true, that he is the Eternal Son of God, al- 
ſumed the Nature of Man, offered himſelf a 
Sacrifice for the Sin of the World, role from JR, 
the dead, and now makes Interceſſion in Hea- 
ven, and will come again to Judge the World. Jie 


Moreover, as a Chriſtian he is dead to the 
Law, ſeeks" nor Righteouſneſs and Life by it, 
- but believes that only. through Faith in Chriſt, 
” any Man can be Juſtified, Redeemed, Sandti- Ip: 
| fied and Saved; and that there is no Salvati- I5e 
on in any other, whereby a Chriſtin is di- 
ſhinguiſhed from Fews, Mahometrans,, and all Jof 
Infidels whatſoever. | IT 
| Azain, He 1s one who embraceth the Chri- Jhj 
ftian Religion, not meerly by the Power ys " 
Edacation, or the Example of the place H 
Countrey where. he dwelleth ; but by the hi 
powerful Evidence and Conviction of the 
Truth of it upon his Mind, by the Purity [|þ: 
of its Precepts , and the tranicendent Re- E 
ward it exhibits in its Promiſes to them that Je; 
ſincerely profeſs and prattiſe it. I tc 
He knows alſo, That as he is a Chriſtian [| y 
he is called to Liberty, yet uſeth it not for {hn 
*occaſion to the Fleſh, or to free himſelf from Þ x 
the obligation of any Duty he. owes to God, Þ { 
or* Man; but to keep his Conſcience free If 
from bondage to the Commands of the Ce- It 
”  remonial Law; or the rigorous Commands Þr 
&, of the Moral Law of God, or the ſinful In- | 
"= janctions and Commandinents of Men. 1 
Further, j | ' 
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' Ether, He heafires not the Myſtzries 1 in 
[Chriſtianity , by the Line of his own finite 


 JReaſon, he knowing that the Natural Man 


diſcerns fot the things of the Spirit, but be- _ 
[lieves them becaufe God Hath revealed them, 
hough he cannot comprehend them ; yet is . 
daily ſeeking further illumination in the know- 
ledge of Spiritual things, being Spiritually 
diſcerned, and- doth realize to himſelf by 
Faith the things that are not. perceptible by 
Senſe. 

He is one alſo, who, as he bears the Name 
of Chriſt ; fo he follows him as his Maſter and 
Teacher, and ſers before him the Example of 
his Life, as his pattern to imitate. Jmitary 
| quem colimus eff ſumma Cbriſtianitatis, LaCtant. 
He having left us an example, that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps, ith the Apoltle. 

He is one who feels in himſelf a daily com- | 
ſbate betwixt'Fleſh and Spirit, as Jacob and 
Eſau ſtrugling in the ſame Womb; but is Cru- 
cifying the fleſhly part, that he may be like 
to Chriſt in his Death, and is ſtriving to riſe | 
up into the power of a Spiritual life, that he 

| tnay be like him in his Reſurrection, and which 
Þ are both fignified in his Baptiſm; and by a\ 
| ſerious Contemplation of the Death and Re-, 
I furre&ion of Chriſt by the eye of Faith, and } 
J the help of the Spirit, he 1s arriving ta "both | 
I theſe; which is a Myſtery only known in the | 
| Chriſtian Religion. - 


&-: [5 Further, 
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| "te, "tb believiogrhar Chriſt 1s Aſcend 
ed into Heaven, and: entred (the. Yall:i 47... th 
name of all his People, and there firs at _th 
C right hand of God; it doth raiſe.up.the Af 
+ - - fectionof his Heart, and the Contemplatiaſ 
” . of his Mind:to things that-are Abore ;.:whie 
is peculiar alſo-to a Chriſtian, and. above th 
Sphere of meer Morality. 

. Again, He is no Enthuſiaſt, expetting. 2Di 
vine” Teaching by Immediate Inſpiration z .by 
owning, and. receiving the Scriptures as. thi 
holy ' Gracles of God; he. reads them., ; and 
ſtudies the knowledge of them, for hisdiredti 
on 1n Faith and 'Practice; Contrs Scripturgh a 
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-. pion: coy 


emo Chriſtianus. Augult. - | 1 C 
© Neither is he a Sceptick.in Religion, of a _ 
giddy unſetled Mind, toſſed too and fro. with C 


every wind of Dottine, but: having received] 
. the Truth, he ſtands f3ſt in it, and wherein] ce 
- he doubteth makes ſober inquiry, and: dath n 
willingly receive inſtruction that he may, bg {i 
ſound in the Faith, -and compleat in. the.wholg| a 
Will of God ; but reſi igns not up his Judgmenty c: 
or Practice in Religion to-the Conduct. or. com a 
mand'of any Perſon, or;Church, ſo as not 
fatisfie himſelf in the Grounds and Reaſoas, of 
his Faith and Obedience:; that his ſerving o 
God may 'be a reaſonable Service, and notg { 
blind Devotion. I it 
- Neuber 1s he a Solis dian, hoping to he ſaved L 
meerly by Believing, or naked. Aſlent,- but is] Þ 
one Zealous of good Works, as being profita- 
| big 


LLULLEL. hriflranity " 
| tie to Vi 7 ponds table to. God, Tk 
| ble to Religion , ep neceſſary to Salvation. 
thi Yet he knows they muſt ſpring from Faith, 
Afl and are not ſufficient of themſelves to his Juſti- . "1 "ag 
gf fiction in the ſight of God; and therefore he .-,, 
ie] puts not his truſt in them, "bur in the Mercy 
thi of God and perf; Rightcouſneſs of Jeſus -_ 
Chrit; which Bellarmin himſelf at laſt thought S. 
Jil the ſafeſt WAY. 
ul Further, He being ſenſible of his own ins 
hy ſufficiency, depends npon God for that daily 
nd ſupply of his Grace whereby. he may have 
til his Heart in a readineſs for every good work, 
r44 and may ſhew forth his Faith, .by his love to 
| God and Men. | 
He is one who: makes all his approaches to Wo 
th God by the one Mediator , the Man Chriſt 
ed Jeſus, without making uſe of any Sub-mediators 
in cither of Redemption or Interceſſion , not 
mentioned in the Goſpel z and herein he con= 
fiders God, not only as a Creator, or 1n the 
abſolute perfettions of his Being, "bur as re- 
ath conciled in the Blood of his Son, related ag 
a Father, and ingaged by a ſpecial Covenant. 


ir. 


He is one who waits and prays for the help 
J of Gods holy Spirit to lead him 1oto tne, pre- 
I ſence of God, and to help his Infirmities there- 
| in, and approacheth not to him meerly. by 
d the impulſe of natural Conſcience, much leſs : - 7 
is] by the help of Piftures, or Images, forbidden 'Y 
; by the Law | of God; but by the Spirit of 
B 2 Adoption; 
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Again, He reckons. upon Suffering,, with 
Chriſt, as well as Reigning with him, of bear-' 
Ing his Croſs, as well as wearing his Crown, 
and of Denying himſelf as becomes a Diſciple 
of Chriſt; and therefore Arms himſelf for it, 
that he may not be ſurprized by it, or faint 
under it; and as he will not raſhly thruſt him- 
ſelf upon ſufferings, ſo neither decline them} 
when neceſſarily called thereunto, wherein he} 
will have reſpect to the goodneſs of his Call, 
of his Canſe, and of his Conſcience. 

Further, He is one, who when he is Reviled 
reviles not again, patiently bears affronts and 
injuries for Righteouſneſs ſake ; ſeeks not pri- 
vately. to revenge himſelf, but commirs his}. 
Cauſe to him that 'judgeth righteouſly. 
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_ Again, He embraceth Religion for its own 
fake, and not for any politick end, and ab- 
hors to make uſe of it as an Art, to ſerve any 
Covetoys, Ambitious, or Treacherous deſigns. 


He is one who believes a Judgment to come, 
and therefore lives in continual awe of it, 
and endeavours ſo to manage the whole courſe 
of. his a&tions, that-he may be accepted of the 
Lord in that day, and not fall under the wrath 
to come, and thereupon 1s leſs concerned about 
being Judged of men, or of mans day. 
Again} . 


Again, He believing the Immortality. of his 
own Soul, the ReſurreCtion of his Bady, and 
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hoping for the Eternal Life of the World to 


come, (Life and Immortality being brought 
to light by the Chriſtian Religion; ) he is 
ſeeking to make it ſure to himſelf, and there- 
upon 15 leſs concerned as to his temporal Life, 
and his ſhort ſtay in this preſent World, look- 
ing upon himſelf as a ſtranger here on Earth. 


He is careful to examin himſelf about his 
State towards God, and to know the inward 
frame and temperament of his own Soul, and 
the Actions of his Life in the Principle, Rule 
and End of them, that he may not be found 
among Hypocrites, and that counterfeit Grace 


May not be miſtaken for that which is true. 


His Zeal in Religion is not raſh and preci-" 


pitate, hypocritical and treacherous, violent 
and cruel, ſo as to tranſgreſs the Rules of Hu- 


manity, Charity, and Sobriety ; but is ground-, 
ed upon Knowledge, and regulated by ſound} 


Judgment, Wiſdam, and Diſcretion ; + and 


his greateſt Zeal is about the great things of 


Religion, and of the greateſt certainty: 


He is one who hath a regular Conſcience, ' 
_ extending to one Duty as well as to another, 


and therefore will not rain at Gnats and ſwal- 
low Camels ; nor be ſcrupulons about Cerema- 


nies, and of conforming to ſome outward | 
B 3 ' Forms, 
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der ſeveral Opinions, He that feareth God and ph 


_ erof it, and as his God and Father in Jens þ 


{ Forths of Worſhip, and' yet can prodtiſe in- 


juſtice, oppreſſion, lying, fraud, intemperance, Þ. 
backbiting,, malice, and fuch moral 1mpleties ey 
not becoming Chriitians. | 

And if he hath a Conſcience of Conformity 
to the Church, he makes Conſcience of the 
moral Duties of Religion, znd will not be 
found: guilty of ſwearing, curſing, drunkenneſs, 
fornicarion,” ſcoffing ar plety, blaſphemy, falſe 
accuſation, or perſecution for Conſcience 12Ke 
of the truly conſcietitions, &c. 

And though his praQce in Religion is _ac- ho 
cording to his beſt Light and judgment, yet a 
he confines not the Church of God, of mono- 
polizeth Salvation to the narrow limits of his 
own private Opinion, but judgeth charitably : 
of men who Conſcientiouſly differ from him, I** 
as knowing that as in ſeveral-Nations, fo un- al 


workgth Righteouſneſs, is accepted of him and 


therefore he can love and honour true Piety, p 
'Sincerity and Goodneſs, and real Worth, R 


wherever he finds them ; as the Phyloſophers by 


called *Exatzenwr, ſtudied to extract the good + 
out of every Sect of Phyloſophers, and re- Þ: 
jected the reſt. ; 

Again, He bcholdeth the -Creator .in the |}; 
works of his Creation, and adores his wiſdom, h 
power, bounty, and goodneſs fhining forth J:. 
therein ; and 35 a Chriſtian, he can look upon / | 
the. Creator of the World, as the Redeem- : . 


Chrilt, 
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E, jergupon! to have his. gf: evB28 aged to. Kare 
oz ſiim,-hopour; him, fear. him, and. truſt, in Him, 


which is more than the;moſt learned Yeathen, 
oy: Fhie: light of, Nature could attain unto. 


Further, He conſidering the Dominion God 
tatly given Man over: the: brute Creatures, he 
uſeth: them with Thankſgiving, but Will not 
abuſe them as a Tyrannical Lord, and is ſtirred 
up. to. the more chearful ſervice of God,” by 
_ brute Creatures: which are daily ſerving 
im 3 
He knows that not only Faith is required of” 
2 Chriſtian, but outward Profeſſion , and? 


Jand Inſtitutions of Chriſt in his Church, and j 


therefore he conforms to.all the Ordinances 3 


Jattends there diligently. for his Edification, | o 
and that God may be hononred by the Divine | 


% w—ny LE 


Worſhip of the Pablick Aſſemblies of his Peo- 


ple, according to the diftates of the univer- 
flal Law. of Nature; and therefore as he will 
$ not have Communion with any Church in that 
that 1s evil,” and ſinful, ſo he is ready to hold. 
| Communion with al] Churches j 12 that which 
is lawfnl and good, that he may not fall un- 
| der the jult charge of Schiſm or unwarranta- 
{ ble Separation; and ſecks the maintaining of _ 
J bis: whole profeſſion un{potted and without 
J rebuke, and therefore He keeps his Foot when 
Je goes ro the Houſe of God ; demcans himſelf 
with all ſeriouſneſs, and Reverence in Goc's 
IF B 4. PUVICS -, 
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pitiye times. 


5 Ullozmed Religtotr: Or, | 

ublick Worſhip ; 'will not be found talking] 1 
gazing, whiſpering, laughing, -or ſleepinſhif 
when his mind and thoughts ſhould” be ' difec 
refted towards God, that he may carry him(ub 
{elf ſuitable to that great Preſence wherejthnc 
he.is, and the ſolemnity of that Service he jgak 


* 


% 


_ engaged in, hal 


He carefully avoids all Tempting of Godþp 
by preſuming upon. his Power and Mercy, fotþoi 
the good either of his Soul or Body, without 
uling ſuitable and rational means, 'or ſuch ag 
may be appointed of God for that end ; neiplt 
ther will he 'pray or hope to receive whatpit 
God hath never promiſed 'to give, and thereÞpf 
by bealſoa tempter of God. | | 19 
_  Azain, He being a Chriſtian, 1s careful. to 
obſerye the Chriſtian Sabbath, not the SevenrhÞa 
day-of the Week as the- Fews, but the FirſtÞi! 
according to the example of the Apoſtles Jt 
and the firſt Chriſtian Churches ; whereby heþr 
owns Chriſts Lordſhip over the Sabbath, toſp1 


-change the day, as well as the .Ordinances offic 
'Gods worſhip therein ; and therefore he rey 


members ro keep it Holy by abſtaining from: 
bodily Labours, and by the exerciſe of his 

mind and thoughts in thoſe Duties of Religiſ| 
on, both publick and private, which are ſuitp 
able to the Day, and required in the moral 
part of the Fourth Commandment ; and wef 
read, that the keeping of the. Lords-day was. 
made the Character of a Chriſtian, ia the pri-Þ 
F urther I. 


Further, He | is an on NG of gas Mi. 
in iſters who labour in the Word and Doctrine; 
d ceiveth them - as the Embaſſadors of Chriſt, 
| HWubmitteth to their inſtruCtions in the Lord, 
:ithnd hath them in high eſteem for their Works 

Jake, and thinks jt his Duty to give his Car- 

al things to them from whom he receives his 
odppiritual things, and grudgeth 'not an ho- 
foſhourable Maintenance to ſach, whoſe Work 
ound Office are both honourable. ; 

He ſhapes not his Religion to the times, and 
eiÞlters it not as his Intereſt alters ; but denies 
w imſelf therein, that he may be atrue follower 
2Þf Chriſt, and the Truth, and for the main- 

Ecnance of a good Conſcience. 
ta Again, He is one: who lives not in any ſcan- 
rhpalous Sin, nor allows himſelf in any known 
ſtÞin; but becauſe he cannot live without Sin, 
's he daily renews his Repentance towards'Gad, 
heþnd Faith towards the Lord Jeſus Chrilt,, to 
topreſerve his peace with God and his own Con- 
olfcience, as the Chriſtian Religion doth dire&, 
requhereby he doth carefully avoid the two fatal 
mpacks of preſumption and deſpair. 
" Neither is he the more eaſily drawn to any 

Sin becauſe he eſteems it Venial, or by hope 
- Lf obtaining Pardon by the Abſolution of a 
a " Prieſt, or the Interceſlion of any Szint, or the 
Þxpiation of it in Purgatory. 

He fetcheth down his Mercies from God by 
i- conſtant Prayer , and returns them back to 

bod by hearty Thankſgiving, as becomes 2 


rl Chriſtian : - 


_ Elvitian: : The: tovendh he offels up'is: fo 
end Prayer, andhis Peace-offering is a thank by 
ful: Heart ; ani® this' he doth. not only in-comf 
pany with others;- bot in! his private Devotion. :. 
betwixr God and His-0wn! Soul. | Y by 
{ Be loves, hononrs, and prattifeth true Gadf;, 
ltineſs never a. whit the: Jeſſer, becauſe of th Þ 
weakneſs, folly,” of fipful miſcarriages of ſom{.,; 
that make profcſhow thereof ; much leſs wil Bn 
he take advantage. baerggnl to. OPT mn 
Icoff at 1 It 213 C2 7 L.. 
But the, excellency ; equity. ; peace , ang xj 
comfort which-are in the ways oft: Religion ra} 
makehim tocleave roit, thonghthe.fees many; 
p falſe pretenders tot, under ſeveral. Profeſſions o1 
.J as knowing rhere will-be ſome Hypocrites un 
”  } derall Forms; andhe will not juſtifie ſuch afſj 
make- no profeſſiva becauſe many calt are{ x 
proach upon it dy an Irregular conver{ation. | 8 
/D3- 439 
rain, What evil D ſves or cenſures i in ano Q 
ans; he will-examine his own” Heart anc = 
practice, /whether 'the ſame 11s not found inff J 
himſelf, and will therefore endeavour firit tas; 
eaſt the Beam out-of ' his own Eye, and notfy; 
praCtiſe himſelf what he. hath condemned in | 
ropes left he thereby be ſelf-concemned. : of 
'He is one, who placeth not his Religion 1 if & 
Forms, and Ceremonies, or bodily Worſhip þe; 
though he is for comely Gravity, and all onthe 
"AY Decency in Gods worſhip., yet. his mail vl 
care 


: re is to ſerve God wo A pd of Heart 
per to Chriſtianity, viz. not from ſervile "> 
mt as the Jews under the Law, oor the con 7 
| aint of humane Laws, as time-ſerving fot- 
1] Chriſtians, mich leſs out of vain often- 
tion, 2s the Scribes and Phariſees, but with aA 
by;e, and delight, filial reverence, homility., 
UFvency,and ſincerity, as becomes a true Chri- 
al an; and will not cry upholineſs in Places, Al- 
"Ps, an Veſtures, &c. and yet deſprie 1 it In 
2ns Perſons. 
A Neither doth he place his Religion i in high 
B#-2phical Notions, affected Geſtures, canting 
vrds, doubtful opinions, or in not conform- 
uy » with others out of: meer ſingularity ;- but 
"F found Knowledge, Faith, Love, Mercy, Hu- A 
Alility, and all Holineſs of Life: ...;-. _ 
&JF Zc alſo is one who can take kindly a juft Re- | 
Foof, and prefer a faithful reprover,, before 
(rain ſelf-ſeeking flatterer, being more- de- ”_— 
2Fous to be humbling himſclf, than to be ſclf- / tY 
2Q21ted. | 
"J /f he meets with Affliction, he ;nſtifies God, 
omits himſelf patiently to his Sovera -ign 
il, and ſeeks to turn it to {ome advantage 
® his Soul 5 or if it be Perſecution for Righ- 
Foulſneſls ſake, he patiently commits his cauſe 
Þ God, will rather judge himſelf than revile 
[lic Adverſary ; will nſe no unwarrantable 
wWeans to deliver himſelf, will acknowledge 
je righteouſneſs of God in all the unrighte- 
. aſneſs of Men : Yea he doth love his Enemies, 
| bleſſerh 


as becomes Aa "Chriſtian. F 
He js not offended at the Prof} Lerity of wi | : 
{ ed: Men, he knowing it hath been fo in 
{ Ages, and that they receive all their g x 
things i in this Life, and the time of Recompe - 
| Is not yet; neither doth he ſtagger at the | C 
| verſity of the Righteous, as knowing it cort.© 
either for a tryal of Vertue, or a chaſtiſem FE 
| | for their good, that they may not be conden 
ed with the World. 310 
He is one who is not Anxiouſly careful ab re 
the things of this Life, ſeeks not great thi $ 
to himſelf; yer is diligent in his place, - 
calling, and commits his Afﬀairs to the cond 4 
- and bleſſing of God ; ſeeks to eat his © 
| Bread, and 1s content with the Portion G [ 
|  allotts him of the things of this World. 


tic 


M, 


Further , He will not extenuate Sin & 


Wickedneſsin ſome,and aggravate it in othe 
_ meerly to ſerve a deſi ign, to gratihe a par 
and promote ſome particular Intereſt ; 

, difallows of evil impartially in all. 

Azain, He conſiders not only what is Lz 

ful, but what is Expedient, and of good | 
port before Men, and is careful to give 
jaſt occaſion of offence to any ; and in Þ® 
things, wherein he can without ſin, will ſty £ 
ouſly avoid it, providing for thin 2 honeſt in| 
fight of God and Men. 
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gp judgeth not ge Right or Wrong, 
$od or evil, by events or ſucceſſes, but ri 

| light of true Reaſon,and theLaw of 'Equi- 
þ, and the rule of Righteouſneſs, and yet he, 
4 obſervant *of the courſe of Providence, a- 


; ut alſhumane Afﬀairs, and gathers inſtruCi- 
to- himſelf. thereby : ; but he well conſiders 
at the wiſe man ſaid and obſerved in this 
; e, There z5 one event to the riohteous and the 
Feked. 
f He is one who is not forward to .cenſure 
Fhers, bur {till hopeth the beſt; will not un- | 
rtake to judge Mens hearts, which are only 
F Shown to God, and is more ready to Judge 
Amſelf than he is his Brother, and will take 
zÞtice of the Good as well as of the Evil he ' 
$dsin any Man, according to the example of 
Jod himſelf. 
A He doth not Rejoice when his Brother is 
"Fertaken with a fault, will not Glory over 
m, but rather with a ſpirit of Meekneſs will 
F< to reſtore him , conſidering himſelf, leſt 
> alſo be Tempted; much leſs will he lay A 
ling block before him to cauſe him 
Þ iall 
of Again, He is not of a baſe ſelfiſh Temper, 
F<king only his own things, but is content to 
. Þffer in his private intereſt, if the publick 
, Pod may be Advanced thereby, and is glad 
of God is Honoured, and Chiriſts Kingdom 
F.; Lvanced, though he be any way Eclipſed by 


File 


"He envies not "anofhers Profierey. but | 
Joyceth in anothers Welfare, as his own, 
becomesa Chriſtian to a fellow Member ; W 
One member rejoiceth allthe reſt rejoice with 1t ap, 
the Apoltle. | 

. Again, He carries it Humbly towards "ſo 
| andin Honour will prefer another before hifjvi 
_ Falf, and if he be High, yet condeſcends}is 
men nr Low degree, as becomes a ChriſtianÞti 


. He is one who affeteth not Pride, Vani Q 
or any ſingularity in Apparel, but conlid@r 
| The. place, atd condition wherein God hK$i 
ſet him, and what is comely and of good Wi 
| port herein, and what ſobriety, humilitþ 
ap6 modeſty rhe Chriſtian Religion doth « 
lige all unto, and requires both of Men 4 (7 
H Women profeſſing Godlineſs. 


He gives not heed to every Report, wiſ 
conſiders whar he Hears, and much more| 
fore he reports again , thit he may not F* 
charged with folly, lying, or defamation. Þa 


 Aoain, He is one who Glorics not 1n-hi 
ſelf, "neither in what he is, or in what he hal 
Or 10 what he doth, but acknowledging 
in all, gives all Glory to Gad, as become 
Chriſtian, he } knowlng well tha he hath 
thing but what he hath received, and that it 
God alone who makes him to differ. | 

He lays to heart publick Calamiries, a 
the Sins which bring them upon rhe Peop 
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ſtands, In. awe COP hog 4 fits Tadgmeits, 
$yben they arc 0n theFarth, and is from thence 
Fearning Righteouſneſs, bur eſpecially he be- - 
7 ng 2a member .of the Charch of God: - doth 
mp thize with her afflicted condition, "nds - 
jot Tatished 4n his own. private welfare, and ' 
1 vill not..omir the extraordinaty Doty of ſo- 
Sfsmn- Faſting and Humiliation in ſuch EXt[a- 
ul rdinary caſes. 
If he be caſt upon Perilous times, be will 
F Got raſhly. expoſe himſelf, but will aſe alt 
d rodent means for his own ſafety, but always. 
h&$Ul _joyn'the Tnnocency of the, Dove with the 
1 iſdom of the Serpent,, and his dangers do 
it lake bim-flie to_ God for refuge, and to hide 
aſclf under the ſhadow of his Wings ; The 
: udent man foreſeeth the evil, aud bideth  bona- 
F4, ſaith the wiſe man. 
He is one who walketh 1 in Love, IS 2 fol- 
+ xr of Peace with all men, as knowing 
Lt (ere there is ſtrife and envy, ' there is confuſion, 
$4 every evil. work ;, and that Men are" known 
Þ be Chriſts Diſciples by loving one another. 
hi. 
1at Further, He i is no Buſie-body in ahi Mens 
Jatters, , which concern him. not ,/ but minds' 
ace. Duty of his own place, to diſcharge It 
| rightly towards God, and faithfully to- 
r itferds Men. :.__ . 
L1/'he 'be a Maſter of a Family, he will up- 
Fd zood Government, and the Worlhip of 
op dd therein 3 allows not Sin in his Servants, 
: .yet 


aceable, .a keeper at home', guiding 
l ouſe, ſubmitting her ſelf to her own Hyanc 
© band, as to the Lord, and is faithful to for 
|  _ Marriage Bed: and ſo true Chriſtian Parejſme 
-will provide for their Children, diſpoſe Þ7 - 
their Education to the beſt advantage , wp 
early teach them the good Knowledge and Fe 
of Gad, and by reproof, counſel, and « 7 
reftion, reſtrain the exorbirances of th(dca 
Youthful Age : And ſotheir Children, if caſove 
to Age, will Reverence and Obey their IJ! c 
rents, endeavour to requite them, hearken' bre: 
their inſtruCtions, and perform the ingal leſs 
ments they have laid upon thent in their BJ&&v 
tiſm; and thoſe that are Young will reverelſApc 
Age, and be trattable to receive inſtruc 
F from their Elders, and the Aged will by $$ r 
PB gravity of their carriage put an awe upon Pitt 
E 2arts of the Younger. F -£ 
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d Agar, A right Chriſtian will not allow 
gvain or wicked thoughts in his Mind,(the aCtual 
Mins of the life being firſt committed in Mens 
xithoughts) and knowing though they are hid 
from Men, yet they are all open to the Eye 
pf the omniſcient'God, ad under the Autho- 
Jrity and Cognizance of his Law, as well as 
Words or Actions ; fo that he being a lover. 
of Gods Law, is an hater of vain thoughts, 's | 
the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks. 
if He is one alſo who watcheth over his Lips, 
that his ſpeech may be ſeaſoned with Salt, 
and that nothing that is vain, falſe, fooliſh 
or unſavoury,thay proceed from them ; he re- 
fimembring what the Apoſtle ſpeaks in this caſe, 
UF any man ſeem to be Religlous , and -bridleth 
ar"ot his Tongue , this mans Religion us vain. 
<d #e is one whois Juſt and Righteous in his 
addealings with Men, will not defraud and 
aover-reach in Bargains, or fraudulently break 
Jin others Debts, will not lie, equivocate, or 
1 break his Promiſes , betray his truſt; muck 
aflleſs take a falſe Oath, to wrong another or 
Kdvantage himſelf, and ſeeks to walk by the 
Apoſtles rule, Owe nothing to any man, but love 
tore another ; and if he hath wronged another, 
Ws ready according to his ability ro make re- 
1 i itution. | | ; 

| He hth a ſacred Reverence for the holy 
IName of God, will not Prophane it by com- | 
+ G mon 
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mon Swearing, or take cit tup rudely i in. com: 
mon diſcourſe or talk. 

Again, He 1s pitiful, and compaſſionate th 
thoſe that are in diſtreſs, will not add Afi” 
Ction- to the Afﬀifted, but 1s ready. to ſhew 

| mercy, and to forgive others, as he himſell 
hopes to obtain forgiveneſs from God. * 
. He will not abuſe the good Creatures offi 
| God to any exceſs, his eating and drinking? 
{ 1s to refreſh, and not. to oppreſs Nature, andÞ* 
| will ſtudiouſly avoid all Temptations thereunÞ! 
to ; that his Body may be kept in a due fer - 
viceableneſs, and ſubjeCtion unto his Soul. But n 4 
confines not. himſelf to. any Jewiſh, or ſuper! 
ſtitious diftinftion of meat , and drink ., heÞ' 
knowing as a Chriſtian, that to the pure a 
things are pure, &c. . 70 

And, as he .will not orodigally conſume his ſhe 
earthly Subſtance, ſo he hath an Heart tofff 
make uſe of 'it, for comfort to himſelf, andF'* 

| | the benefit of others : ; and will not diſquiet on 
W his mind, or. perplex his thoughts, with cark- - 
Y | ing cares , . groundleſs fears, or endleſs de 
: fires about the things of this World, where: 
| by he cannot enjoy the good that is in his 
' hand. _ | 
| Heis one alſo who is careful to redeem, andſÞd 
improve his Time, and will not conſume it inÞ2c 
hearing or reporting News, in unneceſſary Vieſ 

_ tits, idle Diſcourſe, much lels in Gamingop*, 
Clubbing, Tipling, Feaſting, © or any immode-| 4 
rate Recreation: 1k 1 
His Llo: 
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| His: lave to. Men.;is;without difficaulation : 
He wHll:not {ay to anther, Your Servant,. your 


Wymble Servant, Sir,, when he hates him 1 in his 
JHeart, _ ;, | 
# Ard fyrther, whenever he finds in himſelf NF 
Þn oppoſition betwixt Conſcience and Intereſt, 
he gives Conſcience the preeminence,, prefer- | 
Fing his inward peace before outward advan- | 
Wages, and the pleaſing God before gratiiying j 
1, himſelf... 
| Againi, H2 will not uſe his utmoſt liberty 
F n lawful things, where' it -may be a Temp- 
el uh to: himielt, 'or a; ftumbling-block unto 
PLNersS... : | 
q He is not led by the Examples of Men, aP- 3 
proves not of any* gvil, -becauſe practiſed: by 4 
;e18e multitude, but having found gut' the Rule 
IJ bf his walking,he follows irchcofh againit the 
\qream of a corrupt Age. 
Again. ; He ſtudioaſly avoids vain; Scoffing) 
xd Teproachful Nick-names, eſpecially about | 
<4 atters of Religion; as being the- Evidence of 
frothy mind. , - and. tending to; beget pro- | 
by naveneſs and Atheiſm i in Mens Hearts: : 
1 Further , Though his Converſation is civil 
Þd courteous towards; all, yet he eſpecially 
i dnours them who tear the Lord, andchooſeth 
Vi ch-to- be of his more' intimate Acquaintance 
þd Society, wherein he doth delight. 
Ty He bridles his Anger, that it may got tranſ- 
rt -him to any exceſs, either 1n' words, or 
1is Flons, neither will he ſuffer the Sun: to go 
Sy __ __ dowsa 
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ger refteth in the Boſom of fools. And he alſd © 


\thers Reputation-as his own; knowing thi 


23 RKefommed Religion:'Or, 
down upon it, ſo as to lodge with him, le 


it grow up into malice, or inveterate hatred 
Remembring herein the wiſe Mans ſaying, 4 


hath that Rule over his Spirit, that he 1s nol 
eaſily provoked to wrath. 

He will not eaſily take up falſe Re 
againſt any, much leſs divulge them, m ſto 
all, not raiſe them, but ſeeks to preſerve and c 


he ought to love his Neighbour as -himſelf 
and therefore he will not entertain - ground 


leſs Jealouſies, but puts all things under th 
moſt favourable Interpretation, according s 
the Rule of Chriſtian charity. | 

He'is not wiſe in his own Conceit, but judy Y 
ing humbly of his own Parts, he readily hearll © 
ens to other Men, and over-weens not his on p 
underſtanding. 

He will not rejoyce and triumph in oth *' 
Mens Calamities, nor trample upon the 
when they are fallen, not knowing how ſo o 
their caſe may be his own ; and the try: G 


which are upon them, may come to his O\ 
door. + lc 
He makes it-his care to preſerve Pe: a 
within, in the midſt of all the troubles th + 
attend him from without, and ſets -befaſ © wn 
him the Joys of Heaven as a Relief «ms 2494 
Worlds ſorrow. | bet 
He looketh upon the Providence of : 
as ſuperintending, and guiding the Afrs _ 


the World, and therefore - is not diſmayed 
by the ſigns of the Heavens; gives not heed 
to Diviners and Soothſayers, as the Heathen 
did, and which was forbidden by many Chri- 


"I ſtian Emperours, and becomes not the Chri- 
1 ſtian Profeſſion, Neither doth he aſcribe 
Aj Events to blind Fortune, the Power of exor- 


ciſms, or to the ConneCtion of ſecond cauſes, 


"| any farther than they are influenced .by the 
1 firft cauſe ; and therefore he doth not per- 
4 plex his Thoughts abont future things, which 


are not. in his Power, but in the diſcharge of 
his preſent Duty ; leaves them all in the hand 


| of the only wiſe God. 


Again, Though he 1s diligent in the affairs 


1 of his Calling, yet he ſuffers not the things of 
q this World, ſo to ingroſs his Time, Heart, 
1 and Thoughts, as to be diverted from all 


Communion with God, and attending the 
great. Concernments of his Soul ; and will 


4 what he can, avoid the incumbrances of the 
| World, that his Heart may be more free for 
| the Duties of Religion, and the ſervice of 
4 God. | 


And ſeeing that he was not made by him- 
If, or for himſelf, he is careful to ſerve the 


{end of his being, which 1s to glorifie his Crea- 
J tor, and for that end is diligent to improve 
4 the ſeveral Talents wherewith God hath in- 


J truſted him, whether natural, acquired, ci- 


vil or ſpiritual, and conſidering alſo himſelf 
as bought with a price, he glorifies God both 
3 | IN 
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in Soul: and; Body, which-both are hi: which] lis 
Is peculiar to a Chriſtian.: ' | co 
Azd laſtly, He knowing, that his Time is| ac 
ſhort upon; Earth, he. is making Proviſion for] hc 
his latter End, that he may dye in Peace :m 
Whereupon he lives not in continual ;Bondagel hc 
10 the fear of Death, nor hardens 'himſelfÞ1a 
* againſt it by a Roman courage, but looking} th 
upon Death by Faith in the Death of Chrilſt,] ez 
he ſeeth the Sting of it taken away, and It d 
made a Paſſage into Eternal Life ; And know-(he 
ing alſo that the coming of the Lord drawsI& 
nigh, he comforts himſelf in the Expectation is 
of it, as hoping to find mercy of the Lord atÞw 
tnat day. I ſhould here have added one par-W ſt 
ticular more, which the Chriſtian ReligionJJin 
doth oblige all Men to, which is ObedienceFti 
to Rulers and Magiſtrates, but I ſhall makef(c 
it a diſtin& head to ſpeak of afterwards. © {m 
Now Reader , By theſe things, and ſuch}g' 
things. as theſe, . (for 1 cannot poſſibly. menti-Yas 
on all,) thou ſeeſt what ir is ro be a Chriſti-Yſt 
an,. and what an Excellency and Purity 1s infar 
the Chriſtian Religion, and what brave MenJli 
it would take ns, both towards God , ourfffc 
ſelves, and one another: Whatever moral Ver-fa1 
tues: the Heathen Philoſophers boaſted of, orfſi 
whatever Goodneſs or Truth there is in natu_ſm 
ral Theology, whatever, is, con{cntaneovs -tafE 
the pureſt Reaſon, or whatever moral. /goodatt 
neſs. there is in the Law of Moſes, whetherſſic 
Moral, udictal, or Ceremonial, or.in any,Rez 
4] _ ligion 
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h] ligion' profeſſed in the World, we.have it all 
_ Jcomprized in Chriſtianity. Here we have an 
ISÞ account of the true Happineſs of Man, , and 
rf how to attain it : And where an Expiation 
{may be fonnd for the ſin of his Soul: Ard 
et how he may be ſupported under all the Ca- 
IfFlamities of this preſent Life , which three 
Sf things the Minds of the Philoſophers were ſo 
tf exerciſed about. It is a Religion, which en- ; 
ity dows men with higher Principles, and ſets 24 
'-Ebefore them higher Motives againſt the pra- 1 
'SECice ofevil, and for performing that which 
nfis good, than any other in the World ; and 
was it Exemplified in the Lives of Men, in- 
'-Eſtezd of Oppreſſion, Injuſtice, and Violence, 
RJ inſtead of Animoſities, Diviſions, and Conten- 
EJtions, inſtead of treacherous plotting and 
eficontriving the deſtruction of one another; we 
might enjoy our ſelves and live together in 
hJgreat Tranquility, Love, and Peace: where- 
-Yas, now the lives of moſt who are called Chri- 
-Eitians, are the publick ſcandal of the World, 
nFand as great Atheiſm, Prophaneneſs, Irre- 
nEligion , and all ſorts of Immoralities are 
found among vs, as where the Name of Chriſt 
'-Jand the Goſpel were never heard of: And 30 
gin many things worſe than Infidels, which I 
gmakes the old ſaying true, Aut hoc non eff. 
Q Evangelium, aut nos non ſumus Evangelici : Fi- 
AFther this is not the Chriſtian Religion we pro- 
eſs, or elſe we are not Chriſtians. And 
"ll not Chriſt -be aſhamed of them, who are 
n | G6. - | a 
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a ſhame to him, and his Name, that is upoffive 
them ? As a Parent who hath a vile and widſti: 
ked Son, is aſhamed' that he ſhould bear hife ; 
Name: And as ſome have probably thoughtſy, 
that thoſe ſhall come firſt 'to Judgment, iq 
they are likely to fall under the ſevereſt judghn. 
ment in the day of Chriſt. The Heathen ofmo 
old upbraided the Chriſtians with their NamePr: 
Cajus. Sejus bonus vir, ſed Chriſtianus; but noWſti 
' It may be ſaid, Cajus Sejus Chriſtianus, ſed nfo 
bonus vir ; which is a real Reproach, which th 
other was not. And may we not complai 
as Salvian in his Time, In nobis patitur Chri 
ſtus opprobrium, in nobis patitur Lex Chriſtia 
malediftum ? Chriſt and his Religion do bot 
ſuffer reproach in us: Whereas the Primitiv 
Chriſtians as they gloried in their Name, an 
were enconraged by itunder their Perſecutiong 
ſo they were aGlory to it both in their Lif 
and Death. Let no Man fay, 'that he hope 
to be ſaved by Gods Mercy, or by an impute 
Righteouſneſs, while he walks not by the hol 
ly Precepts of our Saviour, and the Rule of th 
Goſpel. And Baptiſm, ora Chriitian name, offfci 
the Name of Proteſtant, will avail men noflin 
thing, where there is not true Chriſtianityſſfec 
if we count it a diſgrace to be called a Jew, Wal 
Turk, an Heathen, let us take heed we makf. 
not the Name of a Chriſtian odious : and aJof 
Euſebius, ſpeaks of the Godly who lived beſte) 
fore the coming of Chriſt; that they were i29pu 
though not o134/-, Chriſtians; but- many rg a 


33 - 
ive now after it, are 5&u«l-, not 3pyw ; Chri- 
Atians in Name only, not in Practice : 'And 
. Je is not a Few (a Chriſtian) who 5s one outward- 
, faith the Apoſtle. 

f know, * T's an ealie thing to talk of Religi- 
8Þn, of a Catholick Church, and to commend 
morality, and the Excellency of our Saviours 
ePrecepts, when Men will not touch the pra- 
tice of them with one of their fingers. If 
»9.ove be the fulfilling of the Law, jure then 
b&here there is not love, the whole Law is 
alþroken, and there is nothing of true Religi- 
ibn: And when Men walk in' {trike, envy, 


nalice, hypocriſle , &c. they are quite - 


tStrangers to right Chriſtianity. 

vg 4-dthough it hath not coſt me much time or 
ngpains, to gather theſe many things together, 

ng(tor 1 conſidered nothing, but the publick be- 


if@efit, and the preſent neceſſity of the Times ). 


Pe yet to reduce them into practice, he ſhall 
refind 1t difficult who will ſeriouſly apply him- 
Felt thereunto, corruption and Juſt prevail- 
thging in moſt Men, above true Reaſon and Con- 
icience : Yet every Chriſtian who is upright 
non his Profeſſion, is ſtriving after further per- 
yÞection in Chriſtianity, though he finds he yer 
, Palls ſhort in many things. - 
aky 4d though 1 know that the whole Duty 
Fof Man may be generally exprelled in a 
begtew words, yet as the ſaying 1s, Generalia or 
ppunount , and particulars are more apt to 
ha[make impreſſion upon Mens Hearts : Though 
r= by 
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I have not enlarged upon any of them, thatþd 
may bring the Summe of a- Chriſtians Dut je! 
within as narrow compals as I could, Ell 

And I think there are but few Duties ofe! 
Chrittian,bat what areeither mentioned,or conc: 
prehended mn them. Ana I believe the trutÞ1 
of them will be owned by all ſober Chriſtian 
carrying their Evidence along with them jv! 
their Judgments and Conſciences. The Proud 
teſtants call themſelves of the Reformed R[ſe1 
lizion, but how many have unreformed LivesJac 
they have good Articles of Faith, but hayprt 
not their Creed in their Converlation. þ 


But methinks we may expect to find tru 
| Chriſtianity in as high an Elevation, and Emi it 
| nency In Ervland, as in any part of the ChriÞni 
| tian World. What Nation hath allo XC: 
| cd more Eminent Divines both for Learnin 
and Piety ? where hath the Cauſe of Relivioh ” 
{ been more aſſerted, and vindicated 2 W here 
L have the holy Myſteries of the Chriſtian ReliÞ0t 
| gion, been more clearly opened ? Where havgot 
ſuch Books of practical Godlineſs, been pubſÞel 
{ liſhed and printed, as here ? which are mudr 
valued in forraign Countries, and their youn{Þe) 
' Divines learn to: prezch by them : I knowſ/© 
fome will fhrugg their Shoulders, and ſay p 
Ic's true, we ought_to be ſuch Chriſtians ll 
} are before deſcribed, Hut alas! where are therÞ- 
any luch ? And we are but as others are ; ang'- 
we wouid be better Chriſtians if we could; WW 
- ang 


at. 
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ba all have their failings : Thus men exeuſe' 
t jeir fin and Sloth ; but do their Conſciences: } 
Þl them they do what they can, and not: ra- 
*Her the contrary ? were but the Principles of : 
{caſon and Natural Conſcience 'more awaken- ; ; 
1 Gin Men, it would reduce them from many Ex ; 
S&bitances they'run into, and lead them into a | 
Sore ſober and regular Converſation, how 
r$uch more the Principles of Chriſtianity? Bur 
\eſen love their fin, and hate to be reformed : 
-g8nd cannot. bear a faithful Miniſtry , of one 
zvÞrt or another, and truſt to a little outſide 
Jevotion, or feigned Profeſſion , and know 
fothing of the ſerious part of Religion. Let 
ruſþen {crioully read the former particulars, and 
mi they read them, make a ſhort pauſe, -and 
þ ſider them ; and I have not publiſht them, 
{&cauſe men know them nor, but becauſe they 
i o know and profeſs them » and that they 
10029. practiſe what they know, and their. 
erSvowledge may not condemn them. And- 1 : 
-ljiSould not Men conſider what their Baptiſm ' LE 
zv{oth oblige them to, and thoſe that profeſs. 
abſiemſelves of the Church of England, what 
1c their Spo/ſors undertook for them ? That 
ey ſhould forfake the Devil, and all his: 
0 orks, the Pomps and Vanities of this wic-: 
&d World, and all the ſinful laſts of the 
ich ? Words eaſily faid, bur I1ctle regard- } 


ert 
znd/4-4 1s not this Obligation vauched; and re- 


1d&wed afreſh, every time they come to \the holy 
an( Com- 


- 
—_ ——— 


Church of Enzland, as Men of ſtricter Prit 


| may be more hath been charged 'upon-you, 
: ſome of you, than 1s true, yet too much 


ps " efonndd Religion: Or, 


Communion? Hath their Baptiſm no other effl 
upon them, bur that then they received thi 
Chriſtian Name ? Surely eitherallReligion is by 
Nomen inane,a vain Name, as Brutus ſaid of Veg, 
tne, or elſe it is the moſt momentous thing} 
the whole World : we ſhould therefore prattif, 
it in good earneſt, and be Chriſtians I T 
gether, as before deſcribed. For I fear, le 
in oppoſition to the Diſſenters, who hay 
cryed up ſo much the Power of Godlinel 
it is grown into Contempt , and we fati 
he our {ſelves in the ontward Form, and. If 
the name of a Church. = 

And for the people called Diſſenters, gin it 
me leave (and I hope you will rake it we 
to deal plainly with you, out of love to yo 
perſons, and the honour of Religion, where C 
all good Men are concerned. 

The truth is, You not conforming to tl 


ciples in Religion, have thereby contracts 
muchenvy from your Neighbours, and. a mc 
critical obſervation of your Converſation, ex 
pefting. more exactneſs and exemplinarine 
of Life from you than others; and though] 


offs 
 _ 
_——_— 
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fear 1s true : Firſt, 

Have not there been found among yo 
ſome who have dealt Deceitfully in their Com 
merce and Trading , Cheating , Over-reach 
ng, breaking your Word, and fometimt 


— ITO 


v aorociting, and Lying for a private Ad- 
Jrantage ? 
'( Have there not been ſome; who have failed | ] 
" oy broke in others Debts, and that either * E 
Fibrough great Careleſneſs, or raſh VET, 4 
Jor it may be plain Couſenage ! ? 
| Have not ſome of you taken too much 1i- , 
Jbderty at Taverns, to Drink and Tipple, and | 
Ito Diſcourſe at Cotfee-houſes, and ſpending | 
Jyour time there at unſeaſonable Hours, when 
you ſhould have been attending the Duties at 
Jhome, of your Families? Which thoſe that 
| may like it well enough in others, and praCtiſe 
Jit themſelves, yet caſt it upon you in Re- - 
J proach. 
"I Have not others been guilty of exceſlive 
J Coltlineſs, and Pride, and vanity in Apparel, | 
and modiſh and immodeſt Dreſſes, not be- 
" coming their Profeſſion; and high living be- 
"1 yond their Quality, their Place, Or 1t may be. : 
J heir outward Elfates ? 
Again, Have you not ſome amongſt you 
J who are of unquiet Spirits, unruly Paſſions, | 
J given to brawling, ſtrife, .and contention 1n 
19 your Family, Parents with Children, Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes with Servants, uling reproach- 
| ful Names-and threatning Language, not be-: 
| coming the Goſpel, and injurious to all good 
Order and Government ! 
{ | Have not {ome aiſo been guilty of great 
Eoverouineſs, graſping at great Eltates, and 
4 griping the Poor, and oppreſling the Nr 
Lt, an 
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ad withholding Wages when it was due, 2 F pl 


ſhutring up your Purſe in works of: Charity 

and Mercy, and bave had the cry of the Poo ; 

thereby againſt you ? ac 

. Have not ſome of you had itching Eargþ,,, 
| crying up one Man, then another, haſ,q 
' ving Mens perſons in admiration, becauſe olf,,, 

parts, gifts, opicions, and affefting tone, off, 
fome peculiar notions in Religion, affeCting Uh 
Novelties more than ſound DoCtrine , and}; 
hearing them, rather to pleaſe your Fanciesg, ; 
than profit your Souls ? 


(: Again, Have. not. others of you run inte 
| extreams in Religion, running ſo far from, ; 
' Juſtification by Works, as to caſt off Charityſl;, 
and good Works, and ſeeking purer Miniſtry, 
and Ordinances, have rejected both, and de4þj 
pending upon the Spirit , have caſt off thelſ,; 
Scriptures and negected endeavours ; andfi-;; 
fleeing from Superſtition are fallen into practi.Þ},y 
cal 'Athetim, and from knowing Chriſt afterſſ;, 
the Fleſh, to know him only as a Light with- 
in; and from corruption. in the Church to baſþq; 
of no Church, and have run from Prelacy tal g 
- 4- Popular Anarchy, and from receiving theſh; 
Sacrament Kneeling, not to receive it at all ?Þ, 
Have not others been Tale-beaters, Sowers | 
| of Diſcord, and Raiſers of falſe Reports, it]; 
may bz of Magiſtrates themſelves, at leaſt have 
been too credulons to receive them, and: dis 
vulge: 


| Bight Thriltianity. 39 


Fulge them abroad, and ſo enſnare chemſelves 
1 the words of their OWN Mouth? 


M Have not ſome been guilty. of too much 
Placharitableneſs ro ſuch who have differed 
From you, and your Opinions in Religion, 
| $od confining the Church of God to too nar- 
Jow a compaſs, and making Chrilts Kingdom 
To conſiſt in doubtful Opinions, high Noti- 
Ds, forms of Government, gifrs of Urtrerance, | 
hover than in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy 
Ja the Holy Gholt, as the Apoltle [pcaks ? 


| Have ye not. alſo had great Diviſions and 
[rimoſities among your ſelves, Brother going 
Uo Law with Brother ; raſh Cenſuring of one 
Mnother, and broke off your Communion with 
"ach other, for ſlight, and trivzal, and doubt- 
©HÞl matters, being of fickle Minds, and have 
e Jor any due conſiſtency among your ſelves 
Gkcing uneaſie without Liberty, and when you 
ive it, want wiſdom to preſerve ir, or im- 
er! grove it? 
| Have not many of you diſcovered great 
chant of Wiſdom and Prudence in the manag- 
4 of your Profeſſions, and different Opint- 
both 1n ypur ſpeeches and behaviours 
Þ Monet Men, and towards one another, and 
qereby given juſt occaſion of offence? 

rs 
I Have not ſome of you placed much of your 
Cpligion i in your particular Opinions, in your 
-; ſeparate 


IF 
i 
” 
LF 
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ſeparate Churches , without ſeeking as fq 
- ought, that inward Grace which might Sana] { 
fie your Hearts, and Regulate your Live! 
and ſo ſe arate you from the moral evils 6 S 
the World as well as corruptions in Worſhip ; 


Have not others of you been guilty of mug" 
Spiritual Pride, in deſpiſing thoſe whom yk 
have thought in a Form below you, and dia 
covered it in contemptuous Language anf0 
Carriage? And have. miſtaken the power ( 
Fancy, and the tranſport 'of meer natur{tl 
Paſſion, ſoon vaniſhing away, for the work @" 
the holy Spirit which abides in the Soul. ; 
BED gd 
| Have your Faſtings, and days of Prayetj% 
been kept as dayes of true Humiliation faJ* 
Sin, bur father to have your Sufferings r 
moved than San&tified ; or to have ſome parti: 
cular Opinion prevail, rather than ſincere R4/0 
ligion, ſubTtantial Holineſs , and ſolid Piet li 
in your Hearts and Lives ? $5 
Again, Have not the Temptations of tl/4 
times made ſome of you to aCt contrary 
your Conſciences, Principles atid Profeſſion|*% 
to fave your ſelf from Suffering, and giyiny® 
occaſion thereby to your Adverfaries to gloſſ®! 
over you ? | | bh 

Other things I might mention , but thelſ#%- 
things may ſerve for ConviCtion to the Guilt 
and for Caution to others. For I am perſwadg;. - 
better things of many of you, though I thi{v 
: ſpealſ'i« 


of votion towards God , ard Innoceny towards 
Men; and that nothing bur Conſciehte to- 
4 wards God doth make: them Diſlenters in' 
IReligion.; being otherwiſe ready to. perform 
Tall dutiful reſpe& ro Magiſtrates, and all a&ts * 
#of Love, Friendſhip, Hoſpitality, and good. ' 
1 Neigtibourbood tojvards all among who 


they” live; and It cannot be denied but thar ' 


i- | 
Sol riety, oaB-ofs and fri and incere De-\ 
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c q10any. of your Miniſters and Teachers have 
{been and are, Men of great Learning, Pru- : 
| dence, and Piety, great Textuaries, and emi- | 


reff nent. Preachers ,. and ſound Expolitors, and : 


| zealous againſt Popery. 

I But if any will make an ill uſe of what I 
J have ſaid, and are glad through the ſides of 
Sſome offending. Diſſenters to wound all. Re- 
a ligion, Piety and Profeſſion, I ſhall only ſay 
as the Prophet Oded did to the Hoft of 1/- 


ginen of Judah, with a rage reaching up to 
gileaven, Are here not ſus with you, even with 
$y0u, againſt ric Lord your God? 2 Chron. 28. 109. 
J Or as our Saviour to the Phariſees concern- 
Jin the Woman taken in Adultery, Ler him 
that is without ſin caſt the firſt Storte at her. 


1 
adg 


Have not thoſe of the Church of Enpland 


$74, afrer they had ſlain their Bretliren, the 


th who have of Tate been caſting Stones ' at 
eaſe Diſſenters) their Sins ? May not our Sa-_ 
D Viour - 


viour ſay to. the Church of Enoland, as to. 


the Church/of E pbeſus , 1 bave ſomewhat a-J 


gainſt thee? And as it's ſaid to the Church in| 


Saras, Rev. 3. 2, Srengthen the things which re-Þ., 


main that are ready to die, for I have not 44 
is works perfect before God. 


 Hath ſhe not expreſt © more zeal apainlf 
Nonconformity in ſome indifferent Rites and 


Ceremonies, ſo accounted by themſelves, that 


againſt, notorious Vice and Wickedneſs ? 


Hath ſhe not eſtabliſht Church Comal 
on upon other Foundations, than the Ap 
ſtles did in the Primitive Churches ; as Pro: 
feſſion of Faith, and Repentance, and SubjeZti 
on to the Commandments and Inſtitation 
of Jcſus Chriſt ? | 

Hath ſhe manifeſted the meek and tendd 
Spirit of Chriſt toward thoſe who have I 


ſome ſmall Points of Religion differed frot £3 


her, and ſuch as may juſtly be Scrupled ; arj 
herein not done to others as ſhe would: he 
{elf be done unto? And ſcoffing at their ples 
of. Conſcience as yain Canting? 


Hath ſhe not in many of her Doftrin 
Preached, Printed , and Publiſhed , departs 
from her own Articles and ſome forwar 
Men have been ſhaping them, and their. pulf.” 
lick Worſhip and Order, more and more inf 
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thereby: raiſed the hope of the Papilſts ,' and "of 
fgoccalioned many multitudes of Proteſtants in | 
Ithe Nation'to diſſent from her ;” ſhe driving 
Athem from her Communion,and then puniſhing 
{hem for ſo doing ? Hath ſhe not been break- 
ag down the Civil Bounds and ancient Land- : 
marks, and expoſing: the holy Sacrament, 
F pur the might thereby the better eſtabliſh her 
Welt c: Pee. 
4 Hath ſhe not made 1t _ too evident, that 
FVealth, Grandeur, and Dominion hath been 
Fore her deſign than the Glory of God, pro-. 
:Woting true Holineſs, and the Salvation of 

ens Souls : 

A th ſhe not been guilty of Silencing niany 
>Fundreds of able Preachers, not for Slothful- 
£6 or Non-reſidency, not for Inſufficiency, 
Ft for Scandal, not for Hereſie, not for 
Webellion to the. Civil Anthority, but only 
Fon-conformity to ſome unneceſlary Rites iti 
Feligion which they ſcrupled out of their zeal 
"Fainſt Popery ; wherein if they have exceed- 
"8, | hope it may zow be judged a pardon- 
"Fle Crime; but I fear ir hath had no good 
Fc, but hath tended to the hindering the. 
 Fogreſs of the Goſpel, and the Salvation of 
" Wny Souls, by rigid impoling of Subſcriptions 
3K Canonical obedience, and Aſſent and Con- 
St, and ſtretching Conformity beyond what 
2 Jas in the former Age? Doth not the 
"Jn of many Families, and the loſs of ſome 

WW lie at her door ? | 


D 2 | Hath 
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44 Refo2med Religion: Or, {| 
Hath ſhe riot debarr'd publick Aſſemblies fo” 
Worſhip to multitudes in the Nation, unleJ” 
in. ſuch a way as was Offenſive to their Conf! 
ſciences, and not Edifying to their Soul* 
though ſuch as maintain and profeſs all th" 
ſubſtantial parts of the Chriſtian and- Pris 
teſtant . Religion, are blameleſs in their Ling" 
and profitable in the Nation ; and therelf 
expoling; them to the danger of returning IJ , 
Popery,or of being reduced to Paganiſm ? 
the Diſſenters differ from her in any of th® 
things wherein ſhe differs from the Papiliſ** 
but rather in thoſe things wherein ſhe agrſ® 
with them? And what then is that whiff” 
is ſtritly to be called the Church of Englaw* 
She hath indeed made a ſtrong and honoulf® 
ble oppſition to Popery by many Wort 
and Learned Men of her Communion , W-" 
hath it. not been in thoſe: things wherein'F?. 
Diſſenters agree with her, and rejoyceF®: 
what they have done, and a& with her theft? 
in ? So that the Church of Ezgland confidg* 
z ed as diſtin from the forementioned Dillf®® 
== ters, is made up only of ſome Additional toff'© 
B Chriſtian Religion. And if it be Objedſ*t 
That ſuch deference ought to be given to!" 
Laws of the Land, as not to have pubs? 
Meetings otherwiſe than allowed : I AnſW**< 
Such Laws are only humane and topical, F'**! 
ſo cannot ſuperſede the univerſal Lawf*P*< 
Nature , which doth diate to all Naſa 
publick Aſſemblies for the ſolemn worſh 
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| God. " And [ett be conſidered, "Whether the 
impoſing of thoſe things which are judged un- 
g neceſſary can be juſtified, to the hindering of 
what is neceſſary both by the Law of Na- 
ture, andthe written Law of God; and 
{whether this Eiberty hath not been taken a- 
4 eainſt publick Laws, both in the times of - 
Ithe Heathen Perſecution , and here. in Eng- 
4/472 in times of Popery. 
4 /4any other things I might mention ; but 
theſe I only lay before her, with the words 
Jof our Saviour to the Church of Epheſus, 
Remember therefore from whence thou art (allen 
JYand Repent , or elſe I will come againſt thee 
F [UA and remove thy Candleſtick, except thou 
Repernt, Rev. 2.5. And if ſhe thinks her ſelf 
| In danger, ſhould not this awaken her: to 
Repentance? And is there any Proteſtanr 
Charch , but doth ſolemnly Faſt and Pray 
W \l threatning Dangers ? But we ſee little of 
Fs in the Church of England : Not that eve- 
-&) individual Member of that Eccleliaſtick 
-ody (ought to be charged, God forbid. 1 
now many of them have been grieved at 
he ſufferings of their Brethren , Pleaded 
aFieir Cauſe, and Lamented to ſee ſuch a 
0! pirit. of Perſecution att in the Church of 
HEzland.; and could ſee a little better than 
0 Þ'bers , who they were that. puſht on thoſe | 
| Fevere Perſecutions againſt them, and how | 
L CR crept in upon the Nation under a Pro- | 
Ffltant Vizard ; and were aſhamed to hear 
D 3 {ome 
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ſome of her Clerny boaſt of he Pires. Tf 
_. the Church of England, when (to their grea 
trouble) Corruptions both in  Dottrine ani 
Worſhip, and in the Converſations of mul 
titudes in it, was ſo viſibly ſeen to prevaik, 'R 
not only tolerated but too much countenar We 
ced; and little Diſcipline exerciſed but aq- 
gainſt Non-conformiſts, though Men of thi 
greateſt Sobriety and Piety , and uſefulneſ A: 
In the Nation. 

But 1 mention theſe things not to. recri 
minate, but to help on that Repentance which ce 
may prevent Gods controverſie with that 

Church; and to melt down their Spirits int : 
ſuch a Coalition with their diſſenting Bre 
thren, that the Nation may be ſtrengthened, 
againſt our Popiſh Adverſaries ; and taat alfig, 
hands may be at work to . make the Ban | Wd: 
ſtrong againſt the inundation of the Sea , nc 
mean the Sce of Rome. I fear whilſt our pubſhq; 
lick, eſpecially our Cathedral Worſhip is ſh: F&=h- 
' ped fo like to that which 1s in Popery, t a 
tranſition will be made more facile to it 
It will be never the leſs Decent by, being lel 4 
Ceremonious: And-I hape the Palpit-theat Wir 
of ſame dignified Clergy-men, will be n whe 
longer, The Neceſſity of 4 Publick Conſcientt,. 
The Abſoluteneſs of Kings, And Invettives ahhnq 
_ gainſt Diſſenters ;, and that Able, Orthodox nd 
and Learned Preachers will not be ſtarve 
qut of their work for want of Maintenance Var 
Nothing | is more likely to ſecure the Protege, 


any: 


+* -.00 
$4, $6288 


; Trane Religion, than A pious, diligent, and able 
EMiniſtry.. Every body knows the influences 
Q4 corrupt Clergy hath upon the Laiety, and 
how cally under the name of the Church of 
Y J England, ſach Men may lead the People blind- 
_ into the Enemies Camp. 


But now I hope that both ſides will be 
Afenfible wherein they have failed , and the. 
.Jitore Sober, Pious and Judicious among them 
Hhoth, centring in their preſent Majeſties Ac= 
. cefſion to the Throne, it will allay all former 

AFAnimolities; and we ſhall love and own one 
i aother as Chriſtians and fellow Proteſtants ; 
J#bich wii] diſappoint the Hopes of the com- 
mon Adverſaries above any thing that can be 
imagined, who are likely to. get no great 
B:dvantage upon us but by our own Diviſions, 
nd make no Muſick but by our Diſcords, 
and we may well hope that the Concord 
Athat is found in the great Aſſembly of Par- 
h lament for the uniting all Proteſtants, will 
Jive a happy influence upon the whole 
of (ation herein : but if any will be ſtill grum- 
7 \ ws and contentions, ſure they are ſuch Men 
ho love the fiery Element, are the Nations 
nemies, and are ſecretly afted by. Prieſts 
ind Jeſuirs, to bring us back again to Popery 
. bud Confuſion. 

"Bur I hope by this time the body of the 
ce Nation is enlightned and awakened to-dif- 
ern their " Dangay the Kon of Pro- 
any | D4 vidence, 


101 . 


widenics; and their 0 own Intereſt, 5nd that the 
. defigns wherewith theſe Men are travelling 
will prove.Aborttye, or bring forth no othef 
Fruit but Miſchief to themſelves; but it may 
ſeem ſtrange, that any who have Prayed oft 
-Preached tor Union, and lamented the want 
_ of it, ſhould run from it, when it is now 
offered to them, and they invited to it. A 
we, would preſerve the Nations Exiſtence an( 
Entity , let us ſtudy its Unity, and folloy 
the inſtinQs- of Nature herein : Omne ens nd 
minus appetit unitatem quam entitatem, 

; Ard as Natural Unity upholds the Uni 
{ verſe, ſo Civil Unity the Common-wealth 
No external Force can ſhake the Earth, by 


—_—_— 


_ _ —_ — 


\ Winds and Vapours within its own Bowel 
Vs unta fortior, 1s a true Rule both in thing 
| Natural and Civil. We can never expect þ 
{ have all Men pleaſed, but we ſhould all be 
| wiie as to ſubordinate a Private to a Pu 
} lick Intereſt, and Sacrifice our particuls 
{ inclinations ro the advantage of the I bob 
, As Air and Water will move contrary to the 
Nature, to prevent a Chaſme and Ruptulif 
.1n the Univerſe. Let us be Wile before | 
-be too late, and adt like Chriſtians, and x 

tional Men. 
And ſeeing our preſent King and his Roy 

" Conſort have fo often declared ; That of 
kþ..  -great end of their accepting the Invitatid] - 
iN .of coming to. us, and of the Regal Pow 
* 0QW 1n both their Hands, yea, and the Roy : 
= | | : Crol : 
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beſCrown now upon both their pore I oe, A 
Ng unite all Proteſtants, and thereby ſtrengthen "04 
2flthe Proteſtant Intereſt both at Home and - 
Abroad. I hope we ſhall readily fall in with 
tſo good a delign, and not diſappoint it by 
our Diviſions ; which nothing I obſerve doth 
more foment, than Jealouſies among our ſelves, 


+ [think, none will envy the Dignity of the 
vl Church. of England, if they make not 'uſe of 
20 it to' trample others down; as thinking, that 
| Liberty of Conſcience 1s inconſiſtent with i > -a 
nil and that all that are not with them, muſt Fn 
I needs be againſt them. | 
ff. That good Old Rule well obſerved would be \ 
2 Panacea, a Catholick remedy to Heal or] 
oy all; 17 neceſſariis unitarem, in non neceſſariis li- 
t bertatem, in utriſque Charitatem: Unity in things 
"| neceſſary, Liberty in things "unneceſſary, and Cha- 
by 7#y 72 both. It's true, the Dillenters are not . 
all of one Plece, yet they are all as One Man 
againſt the return of Popery , and for the 
16] [Civil Rights and Liberties of the Nation; 
ul and have been great Sufferers upon that ac- + 
count, and have ſtood their ground 2gainſt 
x the Temptations laid before them in the 
1 Reigns of the laſt Kings; and made reſiſtance 
1 to their utmoſt againſt them that would be- 
tray them. mn 
Their Royal Majeſties , our preſent King . 
and Queen, ſ{zem to. have a generous Princi- #® 
Þle in their Breaſts, ' Not to be Heads of a +» 
Party, Þ 
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. Tution, and of no humane Creation. God hath 


arty, . bot of Proteſtants In i General, that thi ol call 
Birds of every wing, that are not Birds *« | WV 
Prey, may lodge under their Branches ; and 
hope we ſhall all ſay them, Our God Speed, and $12 
not lay ſome narrow, ſelfiſh Intereſt, in thi ach 


way of this fo ng a Deſign. 


of the C brifhen Miniſtry. Yor 

] ci 

|| Call it Chriftian, to diſtinguiſh it from th | by 

Pagan Prieſthood, and Jewiſh Miniſtry of 

Prieſts and Levites under the Law, which] 
was conhin'd to a particular Family. And uns ww 
der this Name I comprehend all Men that ar#* 
in that ſacred Function : Whether called by® 
the Name of Biſhops, Paſtors, Elders, Dos Oc 
(tors, Guides, &c. and in after-tumes the Cler. ſuf 
OY. The Goſpel Miniſtry is of Divine Inſti} - 


hadaMipiſtry in his Church from theBeginning, © 
though under ſeveral Forms, and Denominati-J?. 
ons; and our Saviour hath appointed it for the a 
Goſpel Church, and ro continue to the end off P* 


the World. Now aright Goſpel-Chriſtian-Mi-J® 


niſter, is as follows. y"" 
Firſt, He is one who is in ſome meaſure ac-Y® 
companyed with Gifts, and Grace , Know-! fi 
ledge 2p4 Learning, Wiſdom and underſtand- I?! 
ang,” Speech and Utterance for the diſcharge! ſh 
of that fo ſolema Work ; for no Man ought Þ* 
to take this honour to nimſelf, but he that is} 
called Þ 


A Work, or Office, for which-he is no way fit. 
31 As no Man is called to be a Phyſician, School. 
al maſter, Pilot, Architect, &c. that hath not a 
il Competent Skill in ſach Profeſſions; and how 
can be be able to teach, as is required, if he 
is a, Novice, and hath not Ability, hath not 
JINatural, Acquired, and Moral Qualifications 


\Ucil of Toledo in this. Caſe, Solas ad ſacra Det 
i Hyſteria trattanda accedat, quem morum innocen- 
fl tia & literarum ſplendor reddit tluftrem: Let none 


and Excellency of, Learning ; 

and I may add, MHh fitted of "Ingv0rys, 2 Cor. 
| God, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Our 3. x. 

8 /#ficzency ( ar fitneſs ) # of Ged. 


Azain, He undertakes the Miniſtry, not for 
- carnal Ends, but becauſe he judgeth it to be 
fa good Work, wherein he might be ſervice- 
efjable both to God and Men, 1n the higheſt Ca- 


fEpacity in this World : So that Love to Chriſt : 
Jeznd the Souls of Men invites him to it, and. 


Finfluences him in it, and yet he hath a ſab- 
gordinate reſpect to the maintainance and pro- 


Jappointed that the Preachers of the Goſpel 


Jſhould ve of the Goſpel ; but is pot tempted by - 


Fthe uſing of ſiniſter or indirect means. for the 


I þ 
- Fit, to comply with any unlawful Terms, or 
| qbtajaing of it, He 


For it. According to the Decree in the Conn- ) 


þUuodertake to handle the holy Myſteries of God, | 
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E but men well eſteem'd for Integrity of Life, | 


fi that is annexed to the Work : God having. 
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5, SORE. 4: 1 APE = | | 
: He is one ſeparated to the Work of the 
Goſpel, by ſolemn Ordination, and joyns not T0 


a Trade, or ſecular Imployment with it ; butf je 


gives himſelf wholly to it, as his proper Work; 
to which God hath called and Conſecrated 
him; and doth not thruſt himſelf npon 
Charge, without adue Call, according 'to the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and as the Providence 0 
God opens a door. Y 
Again more particularly, He 15 one who La- 
Bours in the Word and Doctrine, he readeth 
the Word, and maketh uſe of it in Wiſdom, 
for Convition, Reproof, Inſtrution, Ex- 
hortation, or Comfort, rightly dividing the 
Word of Truth, as theres occaſion ; and is 
inſtant in ſeafon, and out Df ſeaſon. 
He looks upon his Office as a Divine Inſti- 
tation, and originally derived upon him from 
Chriſt himſelf, tho he receives the Exerciſe 


of it from the Deſignation of Men, or the call 
of the People. 


- He minds the good of his Flock, and the}. 


Salvation of Souls, more than any private ad- 
vantage of his own, knowing the invaluable 
worth of Souls, and the Dangers they lie 
open to. | 

He is one ſenſible of his own Inſufficiency 
for fo great a Work, and therefore doth hum- 
bly and daily ſeek Divine Afiſtance from Hea- 


for theſe things ? 
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.ven, ſaying with the Apoſtle, Who ts ſufficient 


He-aſcribes the Glory to God, for what] 


. good! 
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| - Right Chriftianity, "x3 © 
09 o00d he doth, -or for what aſſiſtance, or ſucceſs -* 7 
ut he hath in his Miniſtry, as knowing that he | 
Ky that planteth is nothing, or he that watereth ts no- | 
ed thing, but God that giveth the increaſe, Where- 
uf by be ſerveth God in his Miniſtry, ( as the A- 
be] poſtle ſpeaks) with all humility of Mind. 
He ſeeks not the Applauſe and Praiſe. of 
Men, and to be called Rabbi, Rabbi ; as know- 
ing the words of our Saviour, He that is from 
beneath, ſeeketh his onn honour: And rd, and 


OI IT 


FJ his Preaching is not in wiſdom of words, and 
oſtentation of Learning, or to gain a popular i 
Auditory, but ſtrives to commend himſelf to | 
every mans Conſcience in the ſight of God. «. 


He ſeeks to bring Men over to the true 
ny Knowledge of God, to the Principles and Pra- 
| ice of true Piety according to the Goſpel, 
1 rather than to a Party or diiputable Opinion, 
to uphold and- promote a priyate Intereſt. 
cyl' He affeds not the ſecular Pomp, and Gran- : 
-J deur of this World, conlidering whoſe Servant ®3 
© heis, the great deſign of the Goſpel he preach- E 
of eth, the Example of Chrilt his great Lord _7 
and Maſter, and of the Apoſtles ſent forth by 3 
| him; munch leſs doth he affect to introduce & © 7 
-| into the New-Teſtament Church, which was 
"| well caution'd againſt in the firſt Ephiſme Cour;- 
' cil; Ve ſub ſpecie adminiſtrations rerum*Sacra- 4 
rum, potentie ſccularis,, Typhus in Eccleſiam tir- 2 
}  repat, &c. Canone ultimo. 4 
| He ſeeks not ſo much to pleaſe as to Dogs | 
the 
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44 e | 
- the People committed to him, __ yet willþs)! 
+ become all things to all/-Men' to gain them? I 
hs and do them good ; and as it 1 
a required of him,not to be DREW 
ſelf-pleaſer, ſo he is a Pleaſer of Men only tg þ- 
their Edification and Salvation. 
He is One not given to Contention, nor ſoon 
angry, no Striker or. Railer, no Promoter ot: 
Strife, Faction, or Sedition.,, - or inhumaneF 
Cruelties, hut with meekneſs inſtrufteth thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, if peradventure God! 
will give them Repentance to the acknows * oh 
ledging of the Truth. | F- 
He is not for the promoting of Religion,by, 
Eg A Fire and — as Fen ; 
wear * wid. met; nor as ſome-rigid Zea-} 
lg C2P-22-P. lots of the Roman Church, F- 
that Hereticks are every. 
where to be rooted out, if they are not too IF” 
ſtrong for them, then they mult be quiet and. 
ſhew them forbearance. i 
He is Sober, and Temperate in all things, Þ 
not given to Wine, no haunter of Taverns, F; 
bat uſeth all moderation in Meats and Drinks, |; 
that his Mind may be more ſedate, and com- };: 
poſed, to intend and diſcharge the Work he Y; 
15 called unto. od 
He is not Moroſe, nor Stoical, but Aﬀable, J* 
and courteous: to all, and ſeeks to preſerve }; 
an Eſteem for his Perſon, to the greater ad- J, 
vantage of his Miniltry ; yet he ſtudioully } 
avoids all lightneſs or vanity in Speech or Be- ? 
haviour, | 


th: yiour, and by NY of {;9. LO pts n 
phye, Reſpect and Reverence to his erſon, 
oÞpon the Hearts of the People. 

al "He 1s one not greedy of filthy Lucre, uſeth 
gþ0t a Cloak of Covetouſneſs, whatever Gar- 
Sent he wearethz will not make merchandize 
\Þf the People, for his private advantage ; en- 
f angles not himſelf i in the Aﬀeairs of this 

F Life, but is ready to deny himſelf in his 
<Farthly Intereſts, rather than bring a blemiſh 
Fipon his Office, and obſtru@ the. ſucceſs of 
Si Labours, whereby his People may ſee he 

feketh not Theirs but Them, 

"Again, He doth not Lord it over the Faith, 
nd Conſciences of the People, but ſeeks by 
Found Doctrine, and Evidence of the Truth, 
"$9 convince mens Judgments, and perſwade 
*Jmens Minds, to the Faith, Obedience, and 
ove of the Word. 

I Nether doth he, affect Precminence , and 
Dominion over his Brechren, and to alſume a 
Priſdiction which Chriſt never gaye him + 
Bs when in the degenerate State of the Church, 
Whe Biſhops contenaed about the Superiority of 
Ftheir Secs, and which our Saviour reproved 
Wn the Diſciples, when they diſputed who 
1 ſhould be greateſt. But what Authority he 
Jbath given to his. Miniſters, he doth faithfully 
Fxercile it to preferve the Charches Parity, to 
' Propagate and Exalt his Name and Kingdom, 
 Jbot nor toexalt himſelf: For the Jewiſh Prieſt- 
"Fhood being now changed, as being typical, ke 
| EI knows 
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4) Keformed Belt *or, | 
knows we cant argue from thente for an Hie yo 
farchy under the Goſpel to be parallel to 1 | 
without a new [Inſtitution from - Jeſus Ct of] # 
 Whereby Primacy over_ the Goſpel Churg - 
might be as clearly declared, as that of tl th 
High-Prieſts over the Jewiſh Church ? Ani q 1 
therefore it is well known, that the Council 4 
Carthage would not allow the Name of. Epll be 
copus Epiſcoporum, the Juriſdiftion of one Bl 9 
ſhop over another : yet in all difficult Caſes, W. 
taketh advice, and ſubmitteth his own Judg 0 


ment to the Judgment of Synods, regulat| 3 
aſſembled to determine- Controyerkes 1 in Rel, | 
gion. : ” 
He is one who Prattiſeth himſelf what þ * 
preacheth to others, Exemplifies his DoCtrit 5 
1n_ his Converſation, that -he may be an Et 
ample to his Flock, and of good Report will . 
_ thoſe that are without : - and doth not templl © 
his People to think that he preacheth rhalff © 
things which he himſelf believes not to be trux I 
by his not walking accordingly ; And mg I; 
not only bring Contempt on the Miniſtry buy 
while he preacheth to others, himſelf may þ | | 
calt away. | 
Further, He indulgeth not himſelf in Slot ' 
{ :aq [dlenels, follows cloſe his private Studis 5 
as ſtrength and opportunity give him leay M 


| thithe may grow in Learning,and Knowledge \ 
and be betrer furniſh'd for his publick Minl Is 


| Itry; more able to convince gainſayers, an 
' open the " Mylterics of God's Kingdom, as 
Miniſte 


| - Right Chriltianity,:/* _ 57 
4 Miniſter of the New Teſtament, and! lead np 
af the People to further degrees of Knowledge, 


al and -higher attainments in Chriſtianity : Bur 
if as for Politicks, and Myſteries..of State, and 
if the Afﬀairs of Civil Government, he leaves 
2 them to the Study of'-Princes, and the Civil 


4 Magiſtrates, to whoſe Province my eſpecially 
Jl belong. | 
 . Again, He conſidering that he.is for Salt'to 
1 Seaſo on others, he ſceketh to:maintain a favour 
J gpon his own Heart of 'the Doctrine that he. . 
a preacheth to them, that: he may-not. himſelf: 
| be rejected: as unſavoury Salt.” ' And 'for that 
Þ end he is much-in Prayer, for the datly ſupply 
I of the Holy Spirit, and-his teachings upom-his 
4 Heart; the. New-Teſtament Miniſtry: being @ 
wn Miniſtration of the Spirit. 

i | He is ane who feareth not the Face of Men 
io in the diſcharge of his Duty, will nat; baulk 


8 or decline any Truth, or faithful. Reproof, of 


*F Sin, for the Fear of Man, | but declares the 
J whole Counſel of God, that he may give; up 
-J his Account with Joy, and be tree from the 
44 blood of all Men. Me 
He will not accumulate Liviogs ; and en-. 
af large his Cure*beyond his Capacity. to diſ- 
4 charge it, leaſt he be injurious to ſome of his 
*F Brethren, who may want. both Work and 
2 Maintenance, and aggravate his own Account 
If by the neglect of his Daty. Neither doth he 
4 think it reaſonable that he ſhould--live of the 
4 Flock he doth not eed, or of the Altar at 
E which 


which he doth not ſerve,eſpecially when no ne-/ 
ceſlity compells thereunto :' He well knowing | 
that at firſt there was no Biſhops, but to Sin-' 


" Befyjined Religion: 0, or, 


gle Congregations, which he might be able to in- 
ſpect with the aſliſtance of Presbyters, where: 


_ the Church was numerous; and the enlarging! 
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them to more,crept 1n gradually,by the Ambitt-/ 


on of Men, or humane Corſtitution. 

He is one who Ruleth: well his own Houſe, 
having his Children and Servants, in ſubje- 
tion, with all Gravity ; inſtruſting his Fa- 
mily in the Knowledge of God, their Duty to: 
him, and the Duty of their ſeveral Places and 
Relations: And if he be unmarried, he pre» 
{erveth his Mind and Body chalt, but confines: 


not himſelf to a ſingle life, as neceſſary to. his] 


Office. 

He alſo Preacheth ſound Doftrine, feedeth 
the Souls of his People with wholſome Food, 
 - giveth not Chaff inſtead of Wheat, nor Stones 
inſtead of Bread, nor Scorpions inſtead of Fiſhy 
warneth them againſt Contentious. Schiſms, 
the Errors, and Herelies of the Times, and en- 
deavours to preſerve truth uncorrupted, and 
his People ſound in the Faith, and to lead 


. them the right way to Salvation, whereby hel 
neither ſeeks to polliſh the ſimplicity of the 


mw RD AMD =, ct ts 


Goſpel with vain Philoſophy, or PlatonickJdt 


Speculations, or corrupt its Purity by the mix- 


Ture of Pelagian, Socinian, or any Popiſh DosPii: 
. Arines diſſonant from the Scriptures. 


Fariier, He bindeth and.loſeth, retains and 
remits 


" Bight Chtiſttanity.. 59 
4 remits Mens ſins: Yet. only Miniſterially, he 
well knowing, that none can forgive ns but 
God only, and this he doth not only by gene- | 
ral Doqrine in his Preaching the Goſpel, but | 
by what particular Evidence he finds of true | 
Faith; and Repentance in Men. As the Prieſt 
cleanſed the Leper, when upon Examination | 
he declared him clean, and not othewiſe, Lev; | 
14. I 1. 

And, though few queſtion but 'a Form of | 
Prayer, animated with a right Intention, and j 
holy AlleQion, may be accepted of God, yet. } 
he confines not himſelf to it, as Rnowing j 
there may be many Emergent Caſes among hls ; 
People, fitto be commended to God in Prayer; | 
which cannot particularly be comprehended 1n j 
any ſtated Form. . 

And he hath a ſpecial Reverence for. the. } 
Lords Prayer, as briefly comprizing all thofe | 
Bleſſings both Spiritual and Temporal which / 
| ve have need to ask of God, andas DiCtated * 
by the ſacred Lips of Chriſt himſelf, but he-} 
doth not think that the meer laying of it doth. 
fanCtifie his Prayer, or that it is the Sal & 
Condimentum Sacrifiett : AS Durandus ſpeaks, Ra- 
tlonale, Lib. 5. in his Diſcourſe of the Maſs. - 

He 1s one who Preacheth and PraCtiſeth Obe- 
ckPdtence to Civil Magiſtrates, making publick | 
x-Prayers for Kings, and all that are in Autho- | 
o-PFity, as knowing that they are Ordinances of .| 
Pod, appointed for the good of Men, to main- 
an the publick Peace, and, the Eſtates, Li- | 

E 2 berties; | 
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60 KRefo2zmed Religion: Or, | 
berties, and Lives of the People : 3 to be a. 
Terror to. evil-doers, and a praiſe to them 
that do'well ; and he putteth his. People in 
mind to be ſubject to them for Conſcience-ſake,, 
Giving to Cafar the things which are Caeſars, and | 
t0 Gol the things which are Gods. 1 
He teacheth not for Doctrine, the Com- 
mandments of Men, nor maxes'void any Com- 
mandments of God by humane Traditioas,and 
makes-no more things necellary to Salvation 
than Chriſt hatch made either 1n Doctrine or: 
Worſhip, whom he 'knows to be Lord and 'J 
Head of the Church: And yet 1s careful to 
maintain Order, and Decency 1n the publick 
Aſſemblies, for the more comely diſcharge: of 
all publick Service, and the greater Edificati- 
_ on of the People ; as knowing that God is A 
God of Order, and not of Confuſion, as in all the 
-Churches of the Saints. | 
\ © {f he diſflents 1n any thing from the eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion, he doth not do it out of Faction, 
Pride or .Obſtinacy, but out of a real, and ra- 
tional diſſatisfaCtion of Mind ; makes no noiſe 
with his dillent, and wil] not judge and con- 
demn other good Men in their belicf, or pra- 
Rice, as he would not bejudged and condemn- 
ed in his own; and doth not ſeparate from the 
Univerſal Church, by any particular diſſent 10 
Religion. k 
Again, He 1s wiſe to Sobriety, will not too 
boldly ſearch into the Secrets of God, but 
cpntents himſelf to know and preach only the 
cog 
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things that are revealed, and will not be poſi- 
tive, in dark Propheſies, or dubious Problems 
in Religion, bur modeſtly ſubmits his own | 
Sentiments to the Tryal and Judgment of other } 
Men. 
He reckons the Work of his Miniſtry 
' not only to be Laborious, but' Hazardous, af} 
ſpiritnal Warfare, and therefore doth Arm 
kimfelf with Faith, Wiſdom, Courage, and 
Patience to encounter the Perils that may at- 
tend the faithiul diſcharge of his FunCtion. ; 
Scripture-ſtory tells him of the Sufferings of 
* the Prophets, and Apoſtles : Eccleſi altical! 
Story of Tonatins, Policarp, Cyprian, &c. and; 
our own Martyrologies of Cranmer, and Rid-' 
ley, -and many'other famous Biſhops and Mi-} 
nilters in their days, and of the fires they paſ-: 
ſed through into the Light and Glory of Hea- 
ven. And Euſebius tells us, that the Perſe- 
cution under Maximinus the Emperor , was 
particularly againſt the Paſtors and Miniſters, 
who are above others ſet for the defence of | 
the Goſpel. 

Again, He ſerveth not God of that which 
coſts him nothing,. digeſts well in his own 
Mind what he delivers to others, examines 
it by the unerring Rule of the Scripture, 
cloaths his Matter with convenient words 
and method, that he may approve himſelf a_ 

|} Workman that needeth not be aſhamed, and _ 
zo] better ſpeak to the Underſtanding, Memory, 
at] and Aﬀettions of the People. | 
he E 3 He 
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He ſtadiouſly kvoids ridicolous Geſtures, 
mimical Poſtures, affefted Tones, disfigurivg 


Looks 'Superltitions, 2nd all Antick Formalities 


In ns publick Service, butfills up his Place with 
that Preſence and Gravity, as becomes the ſo- 
lemn Work that he 1s ingaged in, and 1s 
careful to utter nothing raſhly with his mouth 
before God. 
'_ _ Further , Ne wiſely conſiders the State of 
his Flock, and therefore ſuits his Dotrine to 
the Capacity and Condition of the People ; he 
hath ſtrong meat for the Strong, and milk for 
\ Babes; and he puts a difference betwixt the 
| Righteous and the Wicked, the Penitent and 
the Ooſtiaate, the Scrupulous and the hard- 


ned Conſcience. He W1il not caſt his Pearls. 


before Swine, nor give that which is holy unto 
Dogs; but will give to the Children their Bread, 
and as a faithful Steward, wlll give to al] their 
Portion of Meat in due Seaſon; And alſo, he 
knowing that his Office leads him not only to 
Teach, but Rule, he therefore will make uſe 
of Chrilts Diſcip.ine, to. preſerve the Purity 
of his Church, bot h in Potrine, Worſhip 


and Manners doing i it with Wiſdom, Integrity, - 
and Impartiality ; ; Chrilt having put the Pow-' 
er of Order and Juriſdiction, as they diſtin- | 


guiſh, the Keys of DoQrine and Diſcipline, 


in the ſame hand ; and 4n all his uſe of the. 
Church Keys, he is careful to avoid Extreams, | 
which Men are apt to run into, cither by 


opening the Door where it it ſhould be ſhur, 
DE, 
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or ſhutting it where it ſhould be open.. 
| - 424, Though he meets not with that Re- 
| ward, and Encouragement from Men, which 
\ | he expected, and may be his due, yet he is 
not diſcouraged, : but perſiſts in the diſcharge 
of his Duty, and encourageth himſelf ia t 
Reward reſerved for him in Heavyen,to be fully 
givenwhen the chief Shepherd ſhall appear. 
Again, He is vo ReſpeCter of Perſons, 
thinks not the meaneſt and pooreſt of his Flock 
beneath his Care, and Charge, that he may 
give good Account of his Miniſtry to the 
chief Shepherd, who takes czre of his whole 
Flock, and regards not the Rich more than 
the Poor. And though the Name of Biſhop be 


; | now confined to one particular, Order of Mini- 


ſters, yet he looks upon himſelf as a Biſhop in 
his own Congregation, to: take the overſight 
of his whole Flock, as his Name and Office do 
oblige him. | 

He hath reſpect to the Intereſt of Religion, 
beyond his.own Congregation, as he hath Call 
and Opportunity, he being ſet a Miniſter in 
the Univerſal Church, as well as particular, 
| and a Servant of Chriſt therein ; and though 
. | he be not a Roman Catholick, yet.1s truly Ca- 
. | tholick, and hath a Catholick Reſpect to the 
Service and Intereſt of his great Lord and Ma- 


| ſter, in-every place. Yet he will not be &vurete 


{ e750xx, to intrude himſelf into anothers Work 


J or Charge without ground and Warrant. 


+ Heis alſo one given to Hoſpitality, ready to 
E 4. relieve 
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| Preached, Piety 'promoted, and Gods King; 


rl ve the. Str -angers, Fatherleſs and Widows, 
ſuch 'as are in diſtreſs, according as he is 
| hath Ability and Opportunity thereunto, that] fc 
he may expreſs the Yertues upon Earth, of hi ec 
great Lord and Maſter in Heaven. | 6) 
He regards not the Speeches and Cenfard fc 
of the People, in the Faithful diſcharge of his] | 
Duty, accounts it aſmall thing tobe Judged off'E 
Mans day, but is ſatisfied in the Teſtimony of 
his own Conſcience, and in the Approbation 
be hopes to find with God, who is the Search 
er of the Heart,and hath learned to go through 
good Report and evil Report. And tho hg 
obſerves ſome fooliſh and ignorant Men to de. 
ſpiſe-rhe Calling of the Miniſtry, yet he is not 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, but magnifia 
his Office. 
| Apain, If he find any of his Brethren to ex- 
 ceed him in Parts, Learning, Miniſterial Abt- 
lities, and have more ſucceſs in their Labours, 
and are better accepted with the People, ht 
{| env1es- them not, but rejoyces that Chriſt 
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dom pr opagated, though by other hands more 
than his own. 

He contenteth not himſelf to Preach gene- 
ral Doctrine, but ſeeks by particular Applics 
tion of the Truth to awaken Mens. Conſciet- 
ces,. and to lead Men into the Knowledge olf 


"> _— —c tr .< [RY and » 


, their Hearts'; and to bring into Captivity] 


every Thought i in their Hearts into the Obed# | 
ence of Chriſt. 
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Further , Beſides his publick” Miniſtry, he 
is ready to go from Houſe to Honſe, to com- 


fort the Aflifted, tor ſupport the Feeble-mind- 


ed, to ſatisfie the Scrupulous, to viſit the 


Sick, and pray with them, and prepare them _ 
BY their latter End. 


; He convinceth Gainſayers, and confuteth 


Errors by ſtrength of Reaſon, ſolid Argn- 


guments, and Evidence of the Scriptures, and 


if the beſt Antiquity, without caſting reproach 


upon Mens Perſons, with vilifying and inve-' 


þÞ ive Language, whether he hath to do with 


Diſſenting Proteſtants, or Papiſts : For though 
Controverſies in Religion, are a Theological 


'War, and therefore called Polemical ; yet he 


doth not manage It with the Sword and Spear 
of bitter words,which neither tend to convince 
the Judgment,nor win the Adverſary. He read- 
ing in his Greek Teſtament,that the Miniſter of 
the Goſpel ought to be 2uaxG:, no Fighter,either 
with Hand, Tongue or Pen, 1 Tim. 3.96.76 
Lafily, Be diſcharges his whole Miniſtry, 
in” ſincerity, as in the ſight of God ; will 


-not ſet up his Sail, to move with every wind, 


nor look to rhe Eaſt, and Row to the Weſt, 
but deals plainly and faithfully with God, 


with the People, and with his own Soul, that 


this may be his. rejoycing, as it was the Apo- 


| ſtle Pauls, in the Work of his Miniſtry, even 
| The Teſtmony of his Conſcience. 


Now Reader, By theſe things , or fuck + as 


| theſe, we have the PortraiCture of a right 
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7 "IO Minuter, which as it refleQ 
Honour upon fome, ſo Shame upon others; 


However, the Office of the Miniſtry is ſacred, 
honourable, and neceſlary, and ought not U 
'be in Contempt on the Account of the Pets "1 


| 


ſonal miſcarriages of any. 

And if ſome think the Papilts lift it up top kf 
high, let not the Proteſtants caſt it down togſd i 
low. as many did in the late Times, and deÞnd 
ſpiſed all Miniſtry, but what was of their own b: 
Opinion, or Humour ; which our Eng/;ſþ Na-om 
tion is too prone and ſubject to. And yet letfite 
the People. conſider that their Miniſters areÞut 


_ not Angels , but Men of the like lafirmitie Nojb 


with themſelves, znd not. account that a VieePlat 
In them, which.they will account a Vertue in Ie 2 
other Men. | [ 
\_-Yet I think if the Chriſtian World was wellÞi 
furniſhr with Miniſters competently qualified,Þai 
as before deſcribed, they might be-acceptedÞd 
of the People, and uſefull to their Salvation, Þ: 
and own one another , as truc M iniſters, Þue 
notwithſtanding ſome leſſer differences in Re-Þla 
ligion, and in the Form of their Ordinations;z 
 which-the common People do not mach re-| 
gard,and leſs underſtand. For we may obſerve Þr! 
that the publick refletions that Minilters have 
made upon one another, have but taught the: jar 
; People to Qcipite all Miniſtry,and their coming Þ0' 
| fo Church hath been to hear other Mens faults Þ 


ang errors reproved., and not their own. And it. Nc 


Ys gratificd i in ſuch an humour. q [ 


may be it 15no. way prudent to have the People 0 


Of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, 


bg 
hv & Agiſtracy is a great Ordinance of God, 
3 | for the good of Mankind, He appointed 
t from the beginnning, and it hath continu- 
win all Ages, though under ſeveral Forms : 
ef jd there is ſcarce any People in the World 
vafſo barbarous and blind, but have among them 
+ſome Governments- Magiſtrates , we know, | EC 
eþþte called Gods, and bear ſome ſtamp of Gods | 
reÞuthority 5 and withoat them the World 
ay | joald run into Anarchy and Confuſion, every 
&Þ{ans Will, Humour, Fancy, or Luſt, would 
up 2a Law to him; ard as far as his Power reach- 
, would be a Law to others: Yet Ma- } 
1 ilkracy is not founded in Grace. A bad 
d;Plan may be a lawful Magiſtrate, to whom } 
al Dbedience is due; as well 2a bad Min may 
ea Father or Maſter, to whom Ovedience is | 
4 \theboth from Children and Servants ;yet good 4 
1 -Phegiltrates are to be deſired, thongh the bad | 
; fire to be obeyed in all lawful things. 3 
: Now Magiſtrates areeither ]nfcrior,Supdrior, Y 
þr Supream, the King himſelf, or Governours. _ 
N knt forth by him ; all which are called by the FI 
e fame of Powers, by the Apoſtle, though their 4 
7-Power 15 not all of the ſame Nature, Extent,or 
$Peeree ; yet all appointed to one common _ 
Y nd, which is the well-being of the People | 
| oth | in Soul and my” And I hope it will 
fo | not 
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4 - not be accounted- Preſumption to. ſpeak' 
things, which-may ſeem above me: For t 
ſpeak only in Th:fi, as Divines do who ſpezx vrr 
of Magiſtracy, in their common Places of p Ml 
-vinity. I ſnall proceed in the ſame manng 
as before. -- : T. 
re! 
Au 


Firl, A right Magiſtrate is one who com 
lawfully unto his Power,.according to the Callf 
ſtztution, Order, or Cuſtom of the plaq A 
1 where his Power is exerciſed, or at leaſt wil 
not impoſe himſelf upon the People withoul a ; 
| theif Call or Conſent: An Intruder canny P: 

properly be cailed a good Magiſtrate, rhoug 
we could ſuppoſe him to be a good Man ; I ng 
cannot Jawtuily command, © though 1n ſomfhſ 
Cales 1t may be lawfal for the People to obe oe 
when he is tn plenary poſſeſſion of Power. FI, 
\ _ 4oain, He 1s a Man of. Wiſdom, able i Inc 
| _Jadge of right or wrong, can ſcarch out I 
"© matter, and candiſfcern both Time and Judah 
ment. Candiſtinguiſh of Cauſes, and Perſo l:: 
of Guilt and Innocence , and of the ſeveral Go 
circumſtances that are to be conlidered 1a Yan 


Righteous Judgment. 1k: 
W \ He is'a Man of Courage, fears not the faah; 
% of Man in the diſcharge of his Daty. ls nall; 
pes _ daunted by the Dangers that may encounte Q 


him in_the way of Righteouſneſs ; will makey 
boid adventures for the Peoples Wealth, h G 
berty and Safety : Yet his Courage is notf; 
fierce and boiſterous, as of ſome Brutes, buf the 
is guided and animated by ſober Counſel, an 


found Wiſdom. © 'þ 
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Ir "Heis a Man of Juſtice , who will not be 
D gs by Bribes, enticed by Flatteries, or 
Fiaſed by. Fr iend{hip, Opinion, or a Party. 
| tegards not the Rich more than the Poor, 
L Þproromcngsenrece will deliver the Op- 
reſſed from unjuſt Violence, and plead the 
Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, and in all things pro- 
Feed uniformly, according to the Rules of 
Wquity, and right Reaſon, without -partiality 
oh It re{pect of Perſons. He knowing he is the 
lighteous Gods Vice-gerent , or Miniſter, 
ugh; es not act unrighteoully, as Bratton ſpeak- 
b. bg of the ſupream Magiſtrate ; while he doth 
mt | ultice he Is Yicarins Det, but when Unjuſtly, 
Vn Mini Diaboki. Lib. 3. 1. 9. 
| He is a Man endued with Mercy, and Cle- 
l Fþ-ncy, can have Compaſſion on the Oppreſled, 
ind Afftited, will mitigate the rigour of the 
t awsS, Where they may ſcem over- -levere, eſpe- 
ally in matters of Religion, and makes his 
ra Government an eaſie Yoke, and not irxfome. 
a Jad grievous to the People ; ſecks rather to 
Rule in their Hearts by Love , and Gentleneſs, 
att ſihan over their Perſons by Fear and Terrour:; 
ls ambitious of a Cheariul, rather than a for- 
I Jed Obedience ;. can ſympa athize with the Peo- 
Mile, as a Father with his Chiidren, and -the 
[\ryes of the Oppreſſled enter into "his Ears, 
andtheir Petitions find caſte acceſs, and ſpeedy 
Klief; ſo that he obligeth them by his Good- 
teſs, and provokes them not to Wrath by. 
Frizour and ſeverity. But yet he is careful ro- 
Keep 
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to 


; 70 
keep up the Authority of his Corner 
it fall not under Contempt. 

He ſtudies not Revenge, but counts it þ 
glary to pardon Offenders, fo far as na * 
ſtand with publick ſafety; ſhewing himſg Fo ) 
herein, like unto God, whoſe Name he bean 
and whoſe Miniſter he i is, who as the Pſalmil 
ſaith,. i Slow to Anger, and ready to forgive. 


” 
E 


He isSalſo, a Man of a publick Spirit, mind 
the general Good, more than his own private Li 
Concerns, and rejoyceth more 1n the Good 
and Welfare of the People, than his own, nf 
rather wraps up his Own in Theirs; And thit i 
he may act the more like God himſelf, whok 
doth good to all, he is deviling haw he may h 
make his Government moſt uſeful to the pobey 
lick Benefit. As the Emperor Adrian had thiy 
for his Motto, Non 24h, ſed Populo : His Powet 
was for the People, not Himelf. : 

He depends not upon Power and Succeſs tq , 
jaſtifie his Cauſe, ſo as to leave himſelf no Jac 
Witneſs from God. good Men, or his own! 
Conſcience, if ir doth miſcarry bur the righ{Þi! 
tzouſneſs of his Cauſe doth uphold him, ſoÞla 
that he doth not go on Trembling, upon "the ſc 
” proſpect of the mutability of humane Affairs, Ibis 
or any emergent Difficultics that may rile [ 
up ia his way, or from any inward regret of 
his own Mind or Conſcience. | p” 

If he meet with Sacceſs, and his Aﬀairs} k 
Proſper at Home or Abro: id, it doth not rranfl , 
po 
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xrt him to tranſgreſs the Bounds of Juſtice, 

: Law of God, or the Rules of his Go- 
Grrament , or to. invade any of thoſe jaſt 
ights or Priviledges, which belong to the 

oh Feople, but is a Detender of Property againſt 


bn C. 
We, If he. be incompaſſed with viſible 
—_ and all probable ſafety , both ar 
q lome and Abroad, yet he. is not ſecure, 
kmembring the Old ſaying, Sunme cadunt 
bito ; nor puts his truſt in any Arm of Fleſh, 
r ' knowing the uncertainty. of all humane 
2 MEzirs, and the unexpected Changes that do 
4 ten befall the things of this World. And 
ff herefore Conradus the Emperor choſe for his 
Motto , Fortuna, dum blanditur, fallit ; For- 
by we is Falſe when ſhe Flatters., and Cito repo- 
ery it, que dedit, Was anothers ; " Soon takes away 
"Poet ſhe grves. 
to Gn eher, He is true and faithful to his Word 
bs nd Promiſes, will not proftiture his Hogour 
id his Conſcience by Deceit or Difiimala- 
hh Mn : He well knowing that his Office ard 
ſa Place requires of him to be a Man of Truth, 
ie d that nor. only the Law of God, but the 


Light of Nature, oblige him thereanzo. Ma- - 


« P of the Heathen 2s appears in ſtory, va- 
ol g their Words equal with their Lives; 
$id as he expects Truth and Featty from the 
rsFeople, in performing their Oaths, Promiſes, 
if.) _d Ingagements unto him ; ſo he reciprocally 
«|. anſwers 


reign Claims, or domeltick Wrong or. Vio-. 


| 
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- Ab it, by erming his T ruſt, or In. 
gagements unto them... And as he entertain 

| no principles to the contrary , ſo neither | 
| he led afide by any bad Examples; as in* thel 
caſe of Fohn Huſs, who was put to Death y 
the Emperour Siviſmund , at the - Council 4 

j Conſtance, tho” he engaged his Faith and He 

; Nour for his ſafety , Cochlerus, lib. 5. Hiſter, 
Huſſitarum. And as the Dignity of bs Plach 
Cloaths his Word with Power ; ſo he knoy 
it will refle& the grearer Diſhonour upon bi 
if it be diveſted of Truth. 

Azain, He is vigilant to diſcover Danger 
at Home , and to underſtand the ſtate « 
affairs Abroad , that he may either ſtrength 
en himſelf by Foreign Alliances, or be pref 
pared to ret Invations, Or any Encroadh 
ments .that may be deſizned upon the Natio 
'and his Government. I 

. Azain, He well knowing that People are] { 
apt to be led by the Example of their Gof np 

, Vernours,, he is therefore careful about hip q 
more Private and Perſonal converſation, thalf }« 
1. may be manazed with that pravity, with y 
= . | dom, fobriety, piety, and true manlineſs, ag f 
ad _s þecomes his Place, and 'may procure an awhiff þ; 
] Reſpect to his Perſon, and the more invitt 
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FE the People to give Obedience to the wholy 1 
% ſome Laws' of his Government; accorditff F 
$f to the true Motto, Bonus dux, bonus comes 1 # 

# 902% Leager will have 200d Followers. 15 


The love of Pleaſure doth not effeminate 
his Mind, nor divert his Thoughts from at- 
| tending. the weighty Afﬀairs of his Govern- 
he} ment , and the Intereſt of the People. And 
FI if he be a King, the weight of his Crown 
of] doth affe&t his Head with thoughts, but the 
6] Luſtre of it doth not blind his Eyes, or be- 
vw. witch his Heart. 7 
* Ze is one who will ſtop his Ears to Syco- 
WJ phants, and Flatterers ,, who for ſome pri- 
af vace Advantage to themſelves may Counſel 
'F him to that which may be really Miſchieyous 
nf to himſelf, and injurious to the Publick good. 


ty Again, He carries it Humbly, tho' he is in 
tf High Place, his outward State and Grandeur, 
aw lift not up his Heart with Pride; he main- 
M tains them rather to keep up the Awe and 
{ Authority of Government, than to exalt him- 
ſelf; The diſtance of. his Place, doth not 
HJ make Acceſs to him uneaſte, through his con- 
My deſcention to the people. Though he is cal- 
Malf led God, yet he knows he muſt Die like a 
Man, and that Death will fetch him down 
 & from thoſe Steps again, to which his place 

W hath Advanced him. 

i He will make uſe of Policy, but what on- 
WW ly may conliſt with Juſtice, and Honeſty, 
49 He will not in all things follow Aachiavel, 
4 or a Ceſar Borgias, leſt he be condemned by 
1 Solon, Lycurgus, Solencus, or any of thoſe juſt 
| Heathen Law-givers. He always keeps within 
the 
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the bounds that Reaſon, Conſcience,' or. the |; 
Law of his Government doth ſer him. His. 


Will 1s ſtill guided. by  Jadgment, and his 
Policy is always directed to the Welfare, 
not DeſtraCtion of the People. He is always 
relolved to do Good,:yet as wilely as he can ; 

yet he truſts not to humane Policy , obſer- 


ving how often God makes the Wiſdom of | 


the Wiſe of no Effect. 

He is alſo a ſtudios maintainer of Peace, 
both at- Home and Abroad, he knowing well 
the miſchief and miſery of Civil or Foreign 


War. He will never obtain that by Strife, we 
; which he can have by Peace : If he draw the; 
Sword , it 1s not Avarice,, or Ambition, or 
private Revenge that do unſheath it ; yet be- ſh, 
cauſe he knows that he bears not the: Sword in þ, 
vain,” he draws it, when the Honour, Wealth, þ 
or Safety of the People..calls for ir. He 1s 


always careful that: what Blood is {pilt may 


. not lie at his door, and therefore will not þy; 
give juſt Provocations, and be firſt in Quar- þ, 
rels, arid will never advance his own Greatneſs | 


upon the ſpoil of others. 


He is one- who gives not himſelt to. Wine, | 
or ſtrong Drink , Leſt he forget the Law of | 


{ Goa,- or pervert the Judgment of "any of the Af- 


fitted, which was the advice of "Barbſnehs to 
King Solomon. 


Again, He doth nothing Momentous in his þ 
Government without deliberate Counſcl, as þ 
Knowing, that In the multitude of Connſelors there [| 


1) 


i ſafety; and chooſeth Men of the greateſt 
IWiſdom, Integrity, and Experlence to be his 
Counſellors. | 


Maltiply the People , as knowing the true 
Waring of Solomon, In the multitude of the peo- 
Ile there is Honour, but 12 the want of people is the 
 PDeftruftion of the Prince, Prov. 14. 28. And 
foabs Prayer for David, The Lord thy God add 
| fo che People, how many ſoever they be,” an hun- 
wed-fold, 2 Sam. 2.4. 3: 
L | 7he Candor of kis Government doth Invite 
nd Unite people ro it, but the:Rigour of it 
Irives th:m not away from it; whereby the 
Þiblick Revenue 1s encreaſed, and the empty 
- Houſes filled with Inhabirants, and his Qni- 
1 her being filled with People,” he need not 
> Far his Enemy in 'the Gate. = | 
B | Further, He ſets before him the Example, 
Y fot of Tyrants and Uſurpers, but of the 
XU WWiſeſt and Beſt of Governours to be his Pat- 
im, will not follow that which is wicked 
is big unjuſt, though it hath had ſucceſs, yer 
iſely obſerves what Rocks others have ſplit 
©, hon, to avoid them, and by what Methods 
f bd Deſigns have profpered,to imitate them. 
2 ] 474in, If he hath Perſons of differing Judg- 
. Fits in Religion, under. his Government, 
Sk itis impoſiible to have all men of the ſame 
a» Jnd,) He ſpreads the Wing of his favoura- 
77% Proteftion over them 211, ſ> far as may 
R 5 Py - ſtand 


vp 
>| 
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ſtand with the publick Peace ; He knowing, 
that thoſe who may differ in ſome matters off, 
Religion, may yet be good Subjects, faithfal|p 
to the Government, and uſeful to the Publick]y, 
Our differences in ſome matters of Religion \ 
being to God * and our own Conſciences , fall ri 
| a late Writer. He therefore diſowns thok ,; 
principles which lead to Cruelty, upon thay 
account, yet he will wiſely diſtinguiſh 
tween men of Turbulent Spirits, znd ſuch af jj 
peaceably diſſent through ſcruple of Conſc 
ence ; he well knowing that every man in Ref 
 ligion, ought to be well ſatisfied in his om p, 
mind, and that Conſcience is not in our ont 
power, and that a forced Religion cannothy 
accepted of God. And as he himſelf woulgp. 
not be impoſed upon, ſo neither doth If; 
think it equal with reſpeCt to others. Forſyj 
a Magiſtrate may be a good Governour if re, 
the People, though he differs from them if, 
Religion ; ſo he knows they may be good Sl 
jets to him, though therein differing from 
him. © Neither will he ſuffer one part of th}, 
people to deſtroy the other, becauſe not all T; 
. the ſame opinion, in caſe they live ini 5; . 
cently to one another, and are uſeful totlf je 
Government , and profitable to the Natal (0 
when both hands may be working for the pill ;«- 
lick Good, and in his Service; he will fg 
ſuffer the right Hand to cut off the. lefr, Mp; 
comprehends all uſefal perſons in' his 6 


vernment; yet he ſtands not indifferent to 
Relign 


WA T5 If oh f Tn” "> % i " V(TY < t Kite. 
k j - F . - #45 Af. LIONS |; 4 Gp © _ AW ab N g | > F a. ea at "y . _ ; 0 
k 2 9's (| | "© 4 ; Yo : — - wr, © 
i ' b 2 F } ; be 4 M, 3, "000 
| : 4 . G4 Y by , = 


Religions or Opinions in Religion ; if they} 
;[tend to Arheiſm, Blaſphemy, and plain Ido-}- 
Mflatry, or are deſtructive of Morality, or hu- 
Af mane Society, or the known or fundamental 
fillprinciples of Chriſtianity, or the Civil Go- | 
K41vernment, or are repugnant to the Laws of [ 
mNature ; in ſuch caſes he will make a diffe- } 
1th rence, but in other things he ſhews forbear- j 
Wl nce, wherein men truly Pious may differ | 
Wfom one another. | 

MT Arain, He ſeeks to ſatisfie the Minds of all 

1 his People, by doing things that are Rational, 

k Juſt and Good ; but Men of reſtleſs Spirits, 

whom nothing will content, he reſtrains their 

Wy Power, for the preſerving the publick Peace. 


I OI 


LF Moreover, He will not judge of a whole 
ugParty by the Miſcarriages of ſome, as to com- 
 Mprehend them all under the ſame Guilt, but 
4 will defend the Innocent, while he doth cor- 
rect the Guilty, that every one may bear his 
\ Jown Burthen, and not anothers. 


Of Laſtly, Which is the greateſt of all, he is 
#2 Man fearing God, -and though he is as a 
I Temporal God on Earth, yet he knows there 
Wis a Supream God in Heaven, and though now 
UW he Judgeth others, yet that he himſelf muſt 
1M come to Judgment. And in Religion he is 
PT really before God, what he ſeems to be be- 
fore Men. He commands not his Religion, 
but is commanded by it , and follows not. 
| F 3 Machiavils 


) 
Sh 
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Machiavils advice to the young Prince, That 
to ſeem Religious may be 10 hu. advantage, 
but to be really ſo, may be 10 his prejudice. And 
as his rg is higher, and more capacious 
of Service than other Mens, ſo he knows his 
account will be greater; and thongh. he now 
{tands above thein, yet then muſt ſtand level 
with them, and therefore, doth not only ſeek 
the outward welfare of the People, but the 
progreſs of true Religion, to the ſaving of 
their Souls, and ſeeks the Honour of rhat God 
that hath put Honour upon him. For this 
end he doth countenance , and encourage a 
good Miniſtry to teach the, People, and re- 
flets the greateſt Honour upon them who are 
molt 1! ligent and taithful. He upholdeth 
Univerſities ,, and' Schools of Learning, that 
there may not want Men of ability to "defend 
the Truth ; and that the Church may be fur- 
niſhed with an able, Orthodox Miniſtry, to 1n- 
{tru the People, and ſeeks. to ſuppreſs-that 


Vice and Wickedneſs which may provoke 


God, and bring down his Judgments upon 
him and the Nation. And he being a Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, knows that Chriſt is King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, and that by him 
| Kings 'Rei; 7m, amd Princes Sibel Tudrments ; He 
\ therefore & ſeth the Son, lays his Government 
at his Feet, {abmits to his Scepter ,-propa- 
| Bates his Kingdow, and upholds whatever 1s 
truly Chriſtian , againſt : zl which 1s truly 
Anticnriſtian, either in Doctrine or Worſhip, 

and 


Cum Gd ew ASH WW 


CO CU eee Rl ed BB i cc. food cod 


It 


= 53 Oo 


— 


ow A&I... OS: $:.. OE. SJ 


- Righ Ch ; ji antty,... "op 


and PRs gatory to. 'his Crown. The Pg 


we know upon our Kings Coin in England, is, 
Chriſto auſpice Regno 3 and the Emperor Joumiar | 


choſe for his Motto, Scopus vite, Chriſtus; and 


Charles the Great, Chriſt reonat, VIC, tTrhum- | 


phat ; Wherein they acknowledged the SUPEe= : 


; 
J 
riority of Chrilts Dominion, and the fabſer. 
vieacy of their Government to it: And we | 


know the Title of the French King: is, Rex 


Chriſtianiſſumus;, Hut how Proper to him, let 


Europe judge. , 


And though he intermeddle not in the In- 
trinficks' of the Church of Chriſt, which be- 
long to the Miniſtry, yet he makes uſe of his 
Power to preſerve Civil Peace in Church and 
State, and to command Obedience to the 
known Laws, and Ordinances of Chrilt in his 
Church, both in Miniſters and People, by his 
Power and Government in matters Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, and will ProteCt and Encourage them 
therein. And as the Kings of Iſracl were re- 
quired to write a Copy of the Law of God, 
and Read therein all the days of their Life, 


fo he Reads and Studies the Word of God, 


that he may ſee with his own Eyes, and that 
his own Devotion towards God, and that 
which 1s Profeſled and Prattiſed by the People, 
may be guided by that infallible Rule. And. 


| being ſenlible of the weighty Charge of his 


Government, he depends upon Almighty God 

for his daily Aſſiſtance, Guidance, and Bleſling. 

So that ky fear of God doth ſteer his whole 
F 4. Courſe, | 
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Courſe, and Rules in his Heart, in all his | 
Rule over Men ; whereby the Righteous re. || 
joyce and flouriſh under his Government, but Jon 
the Wicked and wickedneſs are ſcattered with [in 
his Eyes. 

Thus we have a Brief Deſcription of a good | 
Magiſtrate, and what a Bleſſing ſuch are to ſjin 
the People, and may engage all to give them | 
Honour and chearful Obedience; and may fc 
condemn thoſe Men that will ſubmit to no [tha 
Government ; and others who only Submit, 
while their own Intereſt or Opinion is upheld (Al 
by it: And if in any thing the Magiſtrates itt 
fall ſhort, they at leaſt may by theſe things Jp 
{ee their Rule; however it will not excuſe the Pit 
People, in the Duty they owe unto them, ne 


20g leads me to the next Head, to Diſcourſe of 
O 


A Right Chriſtian-Subjef. A 5 


ſt, He is one who acknowledgeth God Jm 

himſelf to be the Supream Governour of: Jan 
the World, but yet that he doth execute his I 
: Government by Second Cauſes and Inſtruments, IN 
and particularly by Princes, and Magiſtrates, [ve 
in their .reſpeftive Provinces, Places, VOY M 
and degrees of Power. A 
| #e alſoowneth the Providence of God, L 
the chief diſpoſer of the Governments of the "JK 
World, and of the Perſons that under- him 
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to execute them; Setting up one-and Remoy- 


fog another, and changing of Times and'Sea- 
[ons as he pleaſeth ; and whether they are ſent ' 


n Wrath, for Correction and Puniſhment ; | 
orin Mercy, for the Comfort and Eſtabliſh- } 


Jnent of a People ; he 2cknowledgeth a Di- } 
{rine hand in both. 


He is one who 1s contented 1n his Station, 
nd being a SubjeCt, ſeeks rather to Obey well, 
than to Aſpire after Power and Government, 
nhich belong not to him ; he conſidering the 
ares, fears, diſtrations, and dangers that 
ittend high Places, which Men in a lower 
here are freed from, whereby he rather 


ities than Envies them : The Ons of Govern-\ 
Jnent for the moſt part outweighing the Honos | 


of It. S35s 
 Heis careful, in the Firſt place, to diſcharge - 


lis Duty toward God, and therefore dares 


tot yield Obedience to Men In any thing that 


Js inconſiſtent with his Fealty , Allegiance , 


IS Wd Wc. RES. Soy, Hons 


a tf Cf) 12 


and Duty towards God; he knowing that he 
muſt Fear God as well as Honour the King, 


and that he that Fears not God, cannot be 


duly and truly Subject to Men ; and that the 
Notion of a Deity, is no Enemy to Civil Go- 
rernment, by ſetting up a fear of God in 
Mens Hearts, above all other fear , as ſome 
Atheiſts have ſaid. His Religion teaches him 


Loyalty, but he makes not Loyalty his only 


Religion. | == | 
He is one who giveth Obedience to Magi- 
ſtrates, 


Ty 


rates; not prom pas out of far * Ws gl ju! 
any outward Conſtraint, but of .a ready Mingſful 
in compliance with the Commands of God,anJup 
the DiCtates of a, well regulated Conſcience] 
and as he makes the Lzw of God, and Iq1s 
' Laws of the Land conjun#im, the Meaſure gfthe 
his Obedience, fo Conſcience | is the Principlgmet 
of 18. "Jing 
He is a follower of Peace and Concord, ngira 
| ſower of Strife and Sedition, no fomenter gffo1 
Diviſions, no Incendiary to kindle FlameyJin 
he knowing It 1s great diſſervice to the Rulegmc 
to have his People Divided, and injurious tt 
the growth of the Nation, in Wealth, StrengtlJe 
and Honour. on 
He will not entertain, much leſs promotg6f 
groundleſs Jealonſies of Magiſtrates, wherehyit 
to difaffeft the Minds of the People, and ffis 
diminiſh their jaſt Honour, and the Authoriſof 
ty of their Government. 
He is one induſtions in his Place and CallingI?l: 
and lerviceable to the Common-weaith of tin 
Nation, though he be but in a mean Pladjn 
and Station ; the King himſelf being ſervelJCc 
by the Field, and the Lavour of the 'P! ought! bit 
m2n whercas Men that live like idle Drone It, 
2re neither uſeful to their Governours , nd Hal 
the: pubiick Welfare, and 1o are not, as "tho (a1 
ought to be, good Subjects. As that is not? (0 
good Bee, that brings neither Wax nor Hongſpe 
to the Hive, 1o in Point of Arms, he is naſa 
a good Subje& that will not uſe them in! th 
L 
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gjuſt Cauſe, for the publick Good, upon Law-.. | 
ad ful Command, as well as he that takes them 
up without ſuch grounds. | 
£; He pays Tribute, Cuſtom, or whatever Tax 
(qis juſtly due to the Magiſtrate, for preſerving 
ofthe Peace, Wealth, and Honour of the Go- 
lgrernment under which he lives, and accord- 
[ing to his Duty and Ability, will help to de- 
wiray that publick Charge which 1s neceſſary 
for his own, and the peoples Preſervation, 

extin the Community of the Netghbourhood ys | 
lgmong whom he dweileth. 
1d He will not revile the Gods, and ſpeak \ 
:thIevil of Rulers, nor reſhly cenſure their Ati- | 

ons, as knowing they may Act upon Reaſons 
otgof State, which are not known to him, nor }- 
ey to be made Pablick ; and will not oppoſe 
(bis private Sentiments to the publick Wiſdom | 
"dof the State. 

 Andas a good Snbject, he 1s carefnl in his 
j Place and Calling, to maintain thoſe Liberties 

Land Immunities which are leg ally and juſtly 
k lne to the People; and will notbaſely through 
veJCowarditeor Bribery, betray them to an Ar- 
ghditrary Power. As a good Servant will carry 
nesÞit, as he ovght, not only to his Maſter, bur 
nd alſo to his fellow Servants; but herein he i IC 
haſcareful to do nothing tumultuonſly, but ac- 
of cording to Law, and Ancient Caſtom, with 
neſſpeace and quictneſs ; ſo that it any diſtur- 
naſbances ariſe, they may not” lie at his Door ; 
in that Judgment may Tun forth like TR, 
L | an 


and Righteouſneſs like a mighty Stream ,andno 
ruſhing noiſe .ariſe by interrupting the free 
courſe thereof. 

He doth truly Honour , but not Idolize | 
Rulers, gives not that Fear, Truſt, Honour, 
and Adoration to them, which are dune to God 
alone ;- and as Men of Wiſdom, in high Place, 
affect not vain Applauſe , and to have their 
Perſons in Admiration above what 1s meer, 
(as we Read of ſome of the Heathen Emperors 
that they affeted Divine Titles and Worſhip;) 
ſo a wiſe Subje(t, who truly Loves and Ho- 
nours the Prince, -will not ſpread a Snare for 
his Feet,by flattering Encomiums and Deilying 
Venerations; as when the People ſhouted to 
Herod's Oration, I: is the Voice of a God, and 
not of a Man; it proved in the iſlne no ho. 
Nour nor kindneſs to him. 

— Again, He will not be found in any wicked 
Conſpiracies againſt Lawful Governours, and 
abhors thoſe Principles, which juſtifie the Law: 
fulnes of Killing and Aſſaſlinating Princes 
upon the acconnt of Religion, or any account 
* whatſoever; but thinks himſelf obſiged to- 
deteCt and diſcover them, when they come to 
his 'knowledge : neither will he publiſh falſe 
News, or invent, or ſcatter Seditious Libels, 
in deſign to exaſperate the Minds of People, 
and diſturb the peace of the Nation. 


Laſtly, A good Chriſtian Subje& judgeth 
himſel Dia continually, to Pray to Al- 
mighty 


mighty God, for the Peace and Welfare of 


the place where he dwelleth , and of the 


Cwil Government under which he is proteCt- 
ed, that he may live a peaceable Life, in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty; and will take heed of 
that Sin and Wickedneſs, which bring down 


the Judgments of God upon a Nation: And 
to ſpeak'truly, to be a right Subje&t, requires 


a Man to be a true Chriſtian : As Conſtantine, 


or rather Conſtantius, is ſaid once to make try- 


al of his Servants, by ſuch a Teſt, ſaying, Qu 
in Deum, etiam tm Imperatorem, perfids efſent. So- 


zomen, L:b.1. Cap. 6. They who are perfidi- 


ous to God, will not be true to their Prince. 


Thus, I have run briefly through many par- 
ticulars, and given the World a ſhort Taſte, 
what Chriſtianity is, and if it run 1n the Truth 
and power of it, through Men, 1n all De- 
grees, Ranks, and Relations, It will make us 
an happy People in this World, and that which 
is to come. | 

The Nation I know, hath been ſadly -divi- 
ded, and in this wofui State,” that one part of 
the Nation hath thought it their Intereſt to 
deſtroy the other ; and the fooliſh Names 
whereby we have diſtinguiſhe Men, proclaim- 
ed our Folly to the World, and argued the 
diſpleaſure of Heaven againſt vs. | 

By many years Experience it is made evi- 
dent, Thar there will never be Peace and Set- 
tlement in the Nation, if we do not ſomewhat 

| Conde- 
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-Codneſc2nd to one another ; and "till there be 
ſome Settlement, Trading will decay, Indy. Þ® 
ſry will be diſcouraged ; we ſhall have Break. 
ing upon Breaking, and Men w1ll not dare tg 
-truſt one another; and the Revenue of the 
King will ſuffer in the End. 1 find moſt Men 
| fake in the Model and Frame of our Eng- 
liſk Government, Diſſenters, and all for the 


molt part, and can ſwear Allegiance to it,” un- P 
leſs a few odd People, who ſcruple all Oaths: | 

And I believe after this unhappy, and threat. F% 
ning. Storm of the Papiſts, is now as we hope Þ 


blown over, and the Providence: of God fo 
emineatly appeared in the ſndden ſcattering of 
{ it, mens Minds are much diſpoſed to quiet and 
ſettlement, eſpecially ſince their Majeſties-ac- 


| ceptance of the Regal: Power, | and the Con- ' 


\ Currence of the Lords and Commons therein ; 
\And is it not a brave fight to; ſee all ſorts of 


/People to follow their ſeveral Vocations 4 
/ without Diſtraftion and Trouble ? The. 
# Countrey-Farmer improving his Land and 

Stack, and paying well his Landlord : The F. 


Bios 
"team, - 


Plowman following his Plough, the Carter to 


ATE CO OS 


| Shoomaker ſitting, at his Laſt, the Taylor 
' Upon his Board, the Weaver at -his Loom, 
the Smith at his Anvill, the Trades-man bu- 


le in his Shop, and the Merchant exporting, Þ 


| and importing, to the enriching of the Nation? 
To icero leading into Captivity, no complain- 


Ig 


g0- Wihiltling by his Horſes fide, the Shep- ÞF 
herd: with his Dog atrending his Sheep, the | 


" 
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uſt: 
Yop! 


kop! 
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in our: Streets; but Mens Swords turned 
kio Plough-ſhares, and Spears into Pruning- 
bhoks; to which I may add with the Pfal- 
4ſt, as the Concluſion of all, Happy 3s that 
wple, who arein ſuch a C aſe, yea happy is that | 
wple whoſe God 1s the Lord, Plal. 144. wlt.'v. 7 


But if War ſhould arife, I hope 1t will not | 
 Þotinue long, and the Ancient Proverb made 
Sod, Bellum 42 Anglia non ſencſcit : And that [ 
will ſoon iſſue in an happy Peace. And { 
fthing 15 likely more to ſhorten it, than a | 
fm Union amongſt our ſelves. Enol. nd be- \ 
ig compared by the Hiſtorian to a great A- ! 

a 


mal, that will not dye until it Kill ir ſelf. 


"| Of Riht Chriſtian Worſbip. 


Call it Chriſtzan,to diltinguiſh it from Jeniſh, 
Mabometan, Pagan, or any falſe Worſhip. 
: That Worſhip which Chriſt hath apporated 
Jr his Church under - the New Teſtament ; 
is I call Chriſtian, which I tonch'd upon be- 4 
Force ; this Worſhip i Is either External, or_In- gy 
xrnal. External conliſts in the Ordiaances aP- 
ointed by him, wherein the outward man Is 
oncerned. 
As all Nations have ; outward Rites, 
lodes and Forms, which they uſe in their 
Porſhip, belides the Worſhip ot the inward 
Pan, 


44 


God 


83 Refozmed Religion: Or, |} 
God appointed ſuch. for the Church of thy 
Old Teſtament, and Chriſt hath appointeg- 
ſome for the Church of the New : But hat} 
laid afide. thoſe many Figures and Shadoyyſ 
and ſignificant Ceremonies, which clouded th j 
Old Teſtament-Worſhip; intending a mar} 
ſpiritual Worſhip for his Church in its adulf, 
State, converſing more immediately with the 
heavenly things themſelves, and ſo nearer re} 
ſembling the Worſhip of Heaven. And uf}; 
trending to give more of the help of his Spirit} 
hath provided fewer ſenſible helps in his Warfy 
ſhip: | 
4 becauſe he went out of the Work 7 
before the Goſpel Church and Worſhip wer 
fully eſtabliſhr, he ſent forth his Spirit to dif 
reft his Apoltles herein. And we may obſj 
lerve, | - | " 
_  .1. How they make no mention of the Blog 
or Fleſh of any Beaſts or Fowls to be offeral 
in Sacrifice; or of Flower, Wine, Oyl, la 
cenſe, &c. as were uſed under the Law, t 
be uſed in the New Teſtament-Church. | [3 


2. Neither do they mention any Altar « 

Exrth, Wood, or Stone, to which the Mialffy 
ſters of the New Teſtament, are to approad 
in the Service of God, as the Prieſts were apſþ 
polated under the Law. Ic 
+ 3. Neither have they given notice of atth; 
one general Place that is appointed for Wh 

zople to aſſzmble In, as the Fews did at Fen F 
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4. Neither do they mention any particular 
qt Times, or ſtated Days, Months or Years, tb 
at be obſerved for ſolemn Faſts, or Feſtivals, as 
| Cod appointed under the Law : Or any of the 
I fewiſh Sabbaths, but only that of the Moral 
Hy Log changed from the Seventh to the Firſt 
a 
n ' 5. Neither did the Apoſtles give Order a- 
"bout Conſecrating of Temples, and Worſhip 
therein ; whereby it might be the more accepta- 
ri ble to God, for the Places ſake, as it was un- 
NMder the Law, or preſcribed the Forms or Di- 
menſions of any ſuch Temple, or Temples, as 
ori It was Then. 
way: 6. Neither have the Apoltles mentioned an 
dC Mthing about Muſicians, and Choriſters by Of- 
Vifice, or Singers, or Players upon Inſtruments 
of Maſick, as the Law required. 


thi 


look 
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7. Neither have they left any WOrgy: dd 
Record about the Confining of the Inſtituted 
| Aw orihir of God to any particular Family, 
Jed, Countrey, or Nation; as it was under 
Pe Old Teſtament ; when the Ordinances of 
bods Worſhip were the Inheritance of the Houſe 
47 cob, Pal. 47. 4 

"8. Neither have they told us of any High- 
Irieſt, or Prieſts on Earth, for the Goſpel- 
Eborch, to whom the People are to preſent 
heir Services, or Goſpel-Sacrifices; that *, - ? 
: Mhrovgh them they may be preſented with ac- "4 
Eprance to God, - as under the Law, Neither =» 
G have 


Nu 


f a 
1y 


8 +4 
_--:* 


» * " - if . 4s rr h / 
:F 4% 
I Fd By vE - 2 J . 
+ 64 
Ls : 6 . - 
- 
” %. 
4 oY 
> 
: EY 
+" 
Aa 


4 * 
"7 . at _ 8. - 4 SIS... 4 " Crghat . | Te vgs Ls my 4 o a l Is $a \ ates Y, S , " Bo > Pry FR " þ. 
Se te ae JO eg EY wh 4 3 LY a BER ed EL Ge th TT OE NNN 
Ws '*y; We R ” $i, +- he $79) © ot Z c : ” 
W_—_ a * c FA 2.8 © \ . : "T0 : , heh 5M 

Ls PW | / > T2 of ws y 
W i Re: M14 EN c 8 
I'Y "I ; B33" $42? F 


hive they appointed Saints or ; or. the. 
Virgin Mother in Heaven for ſuch a Work. 


9. Neither have the Apoſtles left any Dire-; 
tions about Garments and. Veſtures, that the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are to wear in: their. | þ 
' Publick Miniſtry and Service of God, as God | « 
appolnted to the Prieſts under the Law. > an 


_ 10. Neither have they left any Order about | 
outward Waſhings, Cleanlings, and Purifys [p, 
ings, to fit Men to approach to him in his ſo». [he 
lemn Worſhip, as was required under the Old [5 
Teſtament. ' Theſe things, and many more; Jth 
hath our Saviour left out in theNew Teſtament- (; 
Worſhip,that were required under the Law; {0 fo; 
that to return to theſe, is to go back to Jas fo 
;/m, and to the Bondage and Yoke of the Law, 
and not to ſtand faſt in the Liberty wheremJ, 
Chriſt hath ſer-us free: And can any imagine ſg, 
that Chrift laid theſe aſide ro make Room; 
for Mento introduce others in their ſtead ? But þh 
for his Goſpel Worſhip and Worſhippers, ſhe 
1. He hath appointed publick Aſſemblies for-fiee 
his Diſciples, .to meet together for Worſhip, | 
in ail Places and Nations where they do re fhej 
lide, and; not; to fatishie themſelves in their þ ac 
{ - private | Devotions, or Family-Worſhip, Heby 
JO.:2F« <.; x 18 
11S "tk hath appointed them not ovly ſ 
meet together, 'but to Incorporate themſelya f 
into al orderly. Body, and Socicty,, for tt bg 
muti 
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mutual Edification, Comfort , and Eſtabliſh- 
ment, as was practiſed in the firſt Golpel- 
Converts, by the Appointment and Aſſiſtance 
of the Apoltles. 

3- He hath appointed in theſo Aſſemblies 
his Word to be Read, Expounded and Preach- 
ed ; Baptiſm and the Lords Supper to be ad- 
miniſtred, Prayers and. Thankſfgiving ior all 
Men, and Pſalms-to be ſang for the Prailing 
 Jof God, and Collettions to "be made for the 
» [Poor, 25 there is occaſion ; ; that they might 
; be Nurſeries of Charity, as well as Piety ; and 
C 


Diſcipline to be Adminiltred for the preſerving 
the Churches Peace and Purity ; as it was 1a the 
hurch of Corimh, againit the Inceſtuous Per- 
) lon ; which mak es it receſlary that Churches 
= J00n:d be fixed, organized Bodies,and not looſe 
L. alemblics. 

- 4+ He hath alſo appointed a Miniſtry for his 
K oipel-Church, to adminiſter the Ordinan- 
Wes of his Worihip, and to preſide in all their 
Whiemblies, to be choſen and approved of by 
Fd mſclves, and to be fer apart to their Of- 

OV fice by jolema Ordination. And hath left up- 4 
BÞn Record their Qualifications neceilary to BY 
© Fteir Office, and the Proviſion that is to be : 
elade for their outward Mezintcnance, and &t 
#ny Motives and Encouragements to their - »* 
tWork and Labour. 

5: He nath reſerved to himſelf the ſole Head- 
ve ÞÞ: 1n all theſe Goſpel Churches, and not ap- 
el a any one }ViHible Head under himfelt ; 

ts To Ga that - 
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| that ſo all Ordinances may be adminiſtred, 
and all Church Power executed immediately 
in his own Name: having left his Promiſe 


with his Churches to be with them to the end 


of the World, and that Wherever two or or three 
meet together in his Name, he will be in the midſt 
e of them, The High-Prieſt under the Law, 
{ Ho3d of the Church of 1/7ael, being a Type 
. of this Headſhip of Chriſt over the Goſpel 


 5- Cre Lord, & 


6. Hehath left with his Goſpel Churches his] 
Rule in the New Teſtament, to be obſerved 


| by them for the way of Worſhip ;- Which 
therefore they ought to ſearch out, and cleave 
unto; ard hath not left the ordering ot 


altering it to the Will of Men; fo as to 


make any thing the Worſhip of God, or any 
part of Worſhip, which is not appointed by 


| Church ; which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, Eph. +| 


Pos Ul, Sela 


| him. Neither do we find appointed by hinſ 


| any One Church, to be as a Mother-Church tc 
* others, and to "which they are ſubordinated, 
and to receive Rules and Direions from, i 
their Faith, Worſhip, and PreCtice, or to 
make their Appeals unto. 

| Nezicher do we find that he left any ſtated Li 
| orgy for the Goſpel Church, or appointed hi 


Apoſtles to frame one ; only general Diredth ; 
ons for Prayer in the Lords Prayer, when hip 
Diſciples deſired him to teach them how Ch 
Pray. 

And as for ſuch things in Goſpel worli 
 whergl 


- wherein he hath left no particular Rule, there 


| Light of Nature, which is partof Chriſts Law, 
and the Cuſtom of the Place, and the Chriſti- 


- And nothing that may ſavour of Pride, Pomp, 


| forbidden by this General Rule ; whereby all 


and ſuch Praftices which hinder Edification,aref 


jadge 1n this Caſe, what may be beſt for their 
' own Edification :And what is thus judged, is no 
"longer to be accounted as a thing meerly indiffe- 
| rent. And the Apoſtle himſelf conformed to this 
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are general Rules laid down by the Apoſtleto k 
be obſerved in it. we DO Llp 

1. That all things be done Decently and in Order, 
1 Cor. 14. «lr. For the Goſpel-Worſhip being 
to be ſet up in all Nations, no particvlar Rule 
can agree to all herein: For that is:Decent in 
one place that is not ſo in another, and order- 
ly in one Church that is not ſo in another, and 
at: one time that 1s not at another ; And the 


an Wiſdom of each Church , eſpecially of 
their Paſtors, and Teachers, are to guide 
them herein : In which things nothing 1s to 
be impoſed. as an At: of meer Dominion, 
but upon grounds of Reaſon and Judgment : 


and Vanity, .not becoming the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel. 
. 2. That all things be done to Edijication;, 1 Cor. 
14. 26: So that whatſoever is introduced into 
the Worſhip of God that tends not tothis, 1s 


{ach Ceremonies that are meerly_ Arbitrary, 


to be excluded. 
And each particular Church is beſt able to 


© 3 Rule, 


= 94 Refoxmed Religion: Or, — — 
+ * le, nelbay Al we; are lawful for Me, but | 


all things eaifie net, 1 Cor, 10. 23. And adviſed 
all Churches to manage all their Church-Mint- 
{trations to. this End. 


3. That all things be done without Offence, I Cor, | 


10. 32, Which Rule reſpects things Circum- 
ſtantial, and nor Eſſential in Worſhip : And 
juſt occaſions of Offence, and not. groundleſs 


_ Exceptions, and things diſputable rather than 


ſuch as are clear and "plain, and the direct 


Commandments of God. About theſe things | 


the Apoſtle requires Chriſtians to be tender 
in giving Offence one to another, and here- 
by to waik charitably ;, for to offend againſt 
the Law of Charity, 1s to offend againlit one 


{ of the greateſt Laws of Chriſts Kingdom : And 
hereby , by giving offence, a Brother may 
itumble, fall, and periſh, for Fea Chriſt dh. 


ed, Rom. I4. I5- 


Thouph no Offence to Man can faperſd our” 


Obedience to the expreſs Command of God ; 
yet we ought to forbear ions againſt a Bro: 
cher, whenever it may be Gone without / ilN- 
ning againſt God : Though one Mans Liberty is 
not to be jadged by anothers Conſcience z yet 
in things not neceſjary, we are to have reſpect: 
ko anothers Conſcience as well 3S our OWN. 


4.Letevery Manbe fully ſiified i in bis own Mind, 
Row. 14. 5. Which General Rule forbids pra- 
| Rice in Religion with a doubting Conſcience 

| Faerebyy that may be lawful to one which is 
| not 
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and not to another ; and ſo keeping of days, 


as the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 14. whereby Chri- 
| ſtians ſhould be tender of forcing their. own 


Sentiments,. eſpecially in doubtful things,upon 


anothers Conſcience. 
5. Abſtain from all Appearance of. Evil, 1 Theſ. 


$.22.. Many things may in themſelves be law- 


tal, yet not to be practis*d when they carry an 
Appearance of Evil. Religion may be. ſcan- 
daliz'd, and real 'Eyil encouraged , by that 
which is not a real Evil , but only hath an 
Appearance of it ; ASto ſir at meat in an Idols 
Temple, was not evil in it {elf (for an Idol is 


nothing, and the Sacrifice offered. is properly | . 
nothing, that is, no Sacrifice ). but.it had an} 


Appearance of Evil, to him that had: not that | 


Knowledge; and therefore the Apoltle doth }, 


forbid that practice, I. Cor, 8. 1 Cor. 10. 14- 
and requires them to flee from Idolatry inthar | 
Shew and Appearence of it; and. ſo thoſe Ce- | 
remonies in Worſhip that are abuſed to [do- 
latry, ſhould be laid alide rather than others, 
becauſe they have an Appearance .of 'Evil : J! 


know what is anſwered, that they : may be 


uſed where the $S Saperſtition or lIdolatry of 
them are declared againſt. But I am confi-| 
dent that the Primitive Chriſtians would not 


' have put Incenſe into the Fire of the Sacrifice | 


offered to an Idol, tho they might have had 
Liberty to declare againſt the Jdolatry of it: 
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zor's Image , tho they might have declared þn 


- againſt the Idol. And the Apoſtle forbids eat- | 


ing meat in the Idols Temple, th6 ir was 
not thought that they were Idolaters who. 
ſat there, or practiſed Idolatry. God for- 


bad the 1/raehires when they came into Ca-. | 


ll < 
pt ( 


2aan, to ſymbolize with the Cuſtoms of the * 


Heathen, tho in themſelves not evil, becauſe 


they had an Appearance of Evil; and their. 


minds-thereby might he the ſooner recon- 


ciled ' to. the Evil it ſelf, Superltitionis very 


catching, and therefore the occaſions of itare |ſþe: 


dangerous ; which made Hezekiah break in 
Pleces the brazen Serpent, when abuſed to Su- 
perſtition, 2 Kne. 18. 4 


6. The laſt General Rule is: Let all chin 
be done to the Glory of God;, which though it be | 


a General Rule to op? the Adtions of Mens Life, 


yet the Apoſtle applies It to things in them- | 
ſelves indifferent -in Religion, and the Wor-. 
ſhip of God ; as about eating things offered to. 
an Idol; 1 Cor. 10. 31. ſo that nothing ſhould 


be practisd herein, but what may tend to this 
General End : And hereupon forbids the unng 
of that Liberty that may offend anothers Con- 
ſcience, and cauſe him to tall, as that which 


would not be 'to the Glory of God, v. 32. 


' yea, whatever It is that offends againſt any of 
the 'forementioned Rules, is not for his Glo- 
ry. And this General Rule well 'obſerved; 

would. direct Chriſtians much in the managing 


tuck. 
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Þ 


* 


pu '% FP . Ln AE Tas CB. Dat in EO. 


 fſrvation of every minute Circumſtance be- 
PJonging to _1t., or appointed any outward | 


-IWorthip of the 7ews, ſeeking now atrue ſpirt- } 
fival Worſhip. 


cows S k.. Aw. Fs yo_—_ wn VS 


$sno expreſs:Rule or Inſtitotion ; and limit 


4 Governours from impoſing ſuch things in 


| [Yorſhip, which tend not at all 'to the Glory 


pf God. 
And tho I know *tis not well poſſible to an- 


Iver all Scruples particularly, which may be 


made about Chriſtian-Worſhip ; yet | believe 
theſe General Rules well obferved, would 
make Peace with all judicious, and ſober Chri- 
tians. And I eaſily grant, that the. Goſpel 

hurch 1s left more at Liberty in Circumitan- 


es of Worſhip, than the Jewiſh Church, as 


about. Times and Places , and Poſtures, &c. . 
Chriſt intending a more {pirirual Worſhip i in | 
theſe dayes,” hath not tyed us up to the Ob- 


Pomp and Splendor therein, as in the Temple- 


And as for that General Rule which ſome 
aſſert in this Caſe,that what Chriſt hath not for- 
hidden in his Worſhip, humane Authority may 
Command, and what he hath lefr Indifferent, 
may by Men be made neceſ[ary,l would wiſh all 
Proteſtants to take heed of urging it; for we 
know the evil uſe the Papiſts have "made of | 
it. Where, ſay they, are the uſe of Oy], 
Cream, Spittle, Exorciſms, &c. forbidden in 
Baprizing : ? where is the uſe of Holy Water, 
when they enter their Temples, forbidden : ? 

'where 
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where is Spr 


Aſhes forÞ 0 
bidden ? where is the uſe of Pictures and ImaÞ y 
'pes, as helps to Deyotion, forbidden? And 
where is the Croſſing themſelves, as they doÞc 

C 


: 


ypon ſeveral occaſions, forbidden ? And muchF 
, More of this kind is uſed by thetn. But weſkj 
know our 'Savidur excuſed his Diſciples from} 
obſerving the Traditions which the Phariſeg| 
orged vponthe People, though they were com: 


| manded by the Anthority of the Fewiſhb Church; 
Such as waſhing ot Hands, Cups, Platters, whichſ 
ſeem to be very innocent Ceremonies: And wergf 
ſach things as theſe only recommended, and not 
epjoyned, if they did no good, they might do 
no hart ; but when they arc made neceſſary to 
 Charch Communion , and for not obſerving} 
them, People are ſhut out of the Ghurch, andf 
the ordinary means of Salvation, the miichieff 
is gnſpeakable. And let it be conſidered, whenfþC 
God nnder the Law required in-Sacrifice eitherÞt 
two Turtie Doves, or two young Pidgeons;Þlj 
whether any Anthority in the Jewiſh Church, 
'or State might determine that which God leitÞ( 
indifferent ; but herein let the former RulesÞþ 
be obſerved. | 
And I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, with] . 
adding a few Paſſages out ofthe late. Author off « 
The Diſcourſe of an Infallivle Fudie ; A LearnedFi 
Divine of the Chnrch of England. » Fi 
<©< 7here is, (faith he) an eafle and effetualþÞ 
« way of Curing Church Divittons, withoutÞt 
« having a Jndge of Controverſies, nay with-Fx 
5s | | © out}; 


F out nokeen al Men of a mind i in every 5 thine 
I ab Shih muſt never be expected i in this World. 
df And that is,not to make the-neceſlary terms 
ap of Communion ſtraighter and narrower than 
If Chriſt hath made them 3 nothing but what 3 
is plainly revealed in: Scripture, and is Ef- 4 
F{ſential to Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip : For - 
ſuch matters moſt Chriſtians agree in, and : 
MF'tho they may have ſome private : Opinions of 
their own, this ought not to divide Com- 
<F munions, while they do not impoſe them up- 
*Fon the Faith of others, nor introduce any 
new and ſtrange Worſhip unto the Chriſtian 
'Church. P. 
Again, ©*If Catholick Communion be the 
nÞ-Communion of the whole Cathoiick Church 
ndFfrom the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
KIFto the end of the World, which is but one 
£19 Church,and the Apoſtolick Churches are the. 
Kay'true meaſure and Standard of true Catho- 
Flick Communien, then thoſe Churches which 
ciÞare to this day in Communion with the Apo= 
*itÞHes, are in true Catholick Communion : 
SF And this Telt we will ltand by, &c.p. 78. 


th] Azain, In the ſame Page, © The Communi- 
off on of particuls ir: Churches doth not conſift: 
edFin uſing the ſame Liturzies, or External 
FRites of Worſhip, if their Worſhip-be a 
alfFRight Chriſtian- Worſhip, 'and agreeable to 
wFthe General Rules of the Goſpel. For eve-- 
h-P ry Church hath Ahority within her ſelf 

tO 


\ «to direct , and Model her own Ys 
cc hl P. | * 
And therefore thoſe that keep to the Ap 

ſtolick Terms of Communion, cannot oo j 
# be charged with Schiſm. And theſe Rule ol 
Y obſerved would have prevented thoſe PerſeesP! 
R tions, which have bin in the Chriſtian World ren 
|  _ upon che account of Rites and 'CeremoniesJ"* 
or ſome little difference in Religion. Ard this 02 
is all 1 ſhall ſpeak. about Ciriitian-Worthipit in . 

the External part ot it. 

Ard therefore ſhall next ſpeak of it in the In n 
ternal part of it : Of which our Saviour {peaks of 
Fohn 4.23. The hour cometh, andaors 's, when ht a 
true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit® 
and in Truth: But this 1s General ; but more Par- fe 
Licularly, hethat worſhips as a Chriſtian, - 

- 1. He Worlhips 1a the Faith of the New Te- ; 
ſtameat, which is a Faith reſpeCting Chriſt aÞ* 
already come ; and not as yet to come, '® 
the Faith of the Old Teſtament did. And heE 
worſhips in greater aflarance-of Faith alſo; , 
which the Apoſtle {peaks of as proper to the 
New Teſtament; Heb. 10. 22. Chriſt having 

' now aCtuaily Suffercd, and the New Covenant 
ſealed with his Blood, and aſcended Heaven 
to make Interceſſion, 25 our great High-Prieſt, 
The Faith of the New Teſtament hath more 
aſlurance in it, wherein the Saints do worſhip | 
and draw nigh to God. Let us draw nigh with 
full aſſurance of Faith, &c. Heb. 10. 22. Let 
J come volaly to the Ti brone of Grace. ' Heb. 4. 16. 
b” | \ HG 
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Havino t 
| ; 10. 19. : | 
aj 2- He Worſhips, not in the Oldneſs of the « 


1ALetter, but in the Newneſs of the Spirit. This . 
onoldneſs of the Letter referrs either to the Ce- k 
14 pemontal,or Moral Law. The true' Chriſtian « 4 
je yorſhips not 1n the oldneſs of the firjt Cove- 
thidſent: He worſhips not in the Ordinances of 
* the Ceremonial Law, bnt only in what was ſpi- 
.ricually ſignified io them : His Incenſe 1s fer- 4 
rent Prayer aſcending to Heaven, in the Fire 4 
of the Holy Ghoſt : His Pezce-offering is "4 
;þJhcarty Thankſgiving : His Heave-offering is 
iiþan Heart lifted up to Heaven : His Wine-of- _ - ? 
ar-ficring, Joy in God: His Sin-offering is Repen- | b- 
tance, Confeſſion of Sin, and a Broken Heart : } I 
Pe His Burnt-offering is his whole Body of Sin 
-2| offered up to be deſtroyed : He keeps the Feaſt 
aÞ of Tabernacles by living as a Stranger upon 
hel Earth, and Travelling towards the Heaven- 
).:1 1y Countrey : He keeps the Feaſt of Paſs- 
hel over in his worſhipping and living without 
ng] *he Leaven.of Hypocrifie and Malice in his 
mf Heart all his Days : His Waſhings and Puri- 
-n| {yings, are the SanQifyings of his Heart and |. 
|| Conſcience :* And his Tooking towards the 
ce} 1emple in Worſhip, is his looking to Chriſt 
ip herein. And this 1s one part of his worſhipping 3 
| God in'Spirit and in Truth, and not inthe Let- 7 
| ter of the Ceremonial Law. ER, B 
. So alſo he Worſhips not God in the outwerd \ - 2 
| Eetter of the Moral Law ; that is, mcerly oy the | 
orce | 
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In it,this is to worſhip 1n the oldnelſs of the Let-f0c 
ter, Rom.7. 6. The Letter is ſaid to kill, by nd 
the Spirit giveth life, 2 Cor. 3. 6. So that allÞl 
Worſhip in the outward Letter, without the < 


Spirit, is dead Worſhip, and not truly Chri. It 
ſtian. | . ſhot 


\ 3. The true Chriſtian Worſhip is, not to 4 
Worſhip in a Spirit of Bondage, but in a Spi: PE 
rit of Adoption : As the Apoltle ſpeaks of Þ'© 
Chriſtian Believers, Gal. 4.6, 7. that They were 
20 more Servants but Sons ;, ſa they ſerve not 
God in the Spirit of Servants, but of Sons: 
Not ſo much/tor fear of Wrath and Puniſn- Þ 
ment, as love to pleaſe God, honour him, and 
enjoy him ; which is the Principle that 
Tiey act from. Perfect love caſts out fear, for. 
fear hath Torment, 1 Fob. 4.18. And God hath. 
ot given us the Spirit of fear, but of power, love' 
and a ſound mind. 2 Tim. 1. 7. And to the. 
iame purpoſe, Rom. 8. 15. Chriſtianity brings 
not Men to Mount Swza:, where are Thunders' 
and Earthquakes, Blackneſs, and Darknels, 
and Tempeſts; which made not only the Peo- 
ple, bat 1Zoſes himſelf to fear and quake : And' 
i this Principle of ſervile fear, did the Fews 
tor the moſt part ſerve and worſhip God , 
which 15n9t the proper principle of true wow 
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4 tian Workip. The} this Workip ex- ] ; 
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os ud Caution,as the Greek words 
{nport, ought to be found in all Chriſtian 


ludes not all fear 'of God, but requires it; 
us have Grace to ſerve God with Reverence, 
and Godly Fear, faith the Apoltle, Heb. 12. 8, 
Reverential Fear of God, at-. Np 
nded with an holy Modeſty Mer Ne % 


Vorihip. He worſliips God as a Father, and 
th a filial fear ſuiced to that Relation, bur | 


bp with {ervile fear. 


. The true Chriſtian Worſhips God as a 
Wiocmer in Chriſt ; and fo it js diſtinguiſht 


rom the worſhip of the Heathen, who wor- - 


hipt him only as the Creator of the Worid. 
hey worſhipt and adored him, beholding 


- the CharaCters of his Power, W i{dom, and 


oodneſs in the Works of his Creation : buT 
be Chriſtian Worſhips and Adores him ; be- 


- holding his Love, Mercy, and Grace, ec 
n manifeſted in the Work of Redemption : : He 
, [yorſhips God rather 3s he 15 in Chrilt, than 
\ fin the Creatures. And the Heathen worſhip- 
- [ping God in the Creatures, did lezd them at 
Jlaſt to worſhip the Creatures themielves, and 


ſo. became Idolaters inſtc2d of true Wor ſhip- 
pers; yea, the Apoſtle faith, They 107 ſpipt and 
ſerved the Creature more than the Creator ; Rom. 
1. 25- They did not worſhip God in his 
Creatures, but divided their worſhip betWixTt 
God. and his Creatures, and the Creatures got 
the greater ſhare of it... But none of this is 
| Chrt-. 
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he Worſhipt God, 2 Cor, r. 3. Bleſſed he 
God the Father of our Lord Foſis Chriſt, &&, 


our Lord Feſus: And the Worſhip performed"! 
by the Elders, and Angels, and all Near. 
that we read of Rev. 5. 13. 1s directed to him 
that Sits upon the Throne, and the Lamb, even 
that Lamb that hath Redeemed his People by his 
? Blood. 

"If So that the Right Chriſtian Worſhipper 
S looks at God as In "Chriſt, and as manifeſted 
1a the Work of Redemption: And ſo behold: 
ing him, 1s Inwardly aCted and moved there- 
by to Adore and Worſhip him : The true Prin- 
ciple of a Chriſtian, 


ſhips 1n Hachitity of Mind : The Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ſo clearly ſhewing man, above all Reli- 
gions, his lolt and wretched State in his F all, 
and. that he hath all his Righteouſneſs, Life, 
b- Strength and Hope in another, out of himſelf, 
” It teacheth him to worſhip in Humility : As 
; the twenty four Elders worſhip, falling upon 
their Faces, and caſting down their Crowns 
, before the Throne, Rev. 4-10. A Repreſenta- 
; tion of right Goſpel-worſhip; which Chriſt 
| therefore would have dreſt up in a decent 
: plainnels, that ir might be performed in An- 
| Mmility, and not. in Oſtentation. 


25G 


Rizht Chriſtian- Worſhip : Not that it doth 


: Dian worſhip : The Apoſtle gives account hoy * 


And Eph. 3. 14. 1 bow my Knees to the Father g Ks 


- _-. Laſily, The true Chriſtian Workſhipper wor-l 


Thus we ſee what is the Internal part of | 


not | 


EY. - 


=_ % 
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of not. require alſo t the humble Geſtures 26d Ado- 
{ rations of the outwatd® Man, which was' pra- 
A | tiſed inthe Old Teſtament, and ought to be 
alſo in the New, and was practiſed by Chrilt 
himſelf; and the Light of Nature «did lead . 
the Heathens to it in their Worſhip: And the 
: | Chriſtian Religion excludes none of the Prin- 
ciples of the Light of Nature. But that war- 
ſhip which is more ſtrictly Chriſtian, is wor- 
"ſhip in Spirit, from an Evangelical Principle, 
Jand dccording to the Laws and Inſtitutions of 
the N ew Teſtament; 


Neither doth this Religion exclude publick 
Oratories, Temples, or as we call them, Charch- 
Fes, for publick Worſhip, or any convenient pla- 
ir. $ces appropriate thereunfo, The Light of Na-. 
e-Jrure, and the forementioned Rules of doing 
1;.4all things Decently and to Edification, in 
1; {rhe worlhip of God, doth direct to them ; 
e, but to think that the Place makes the worſhip 
if, acceptable, is no Chriſtian Principle, as ha- 
acfving no holineſs. in it, like the Jewiſh Tem- 
zn ple, and under no ſuch Inſtirution. For that 
1s | Lemple was figurative. both of Chriſt. and the. 
a. [Goſpel-Charch : So that God hath his Temple 
£&f [{ti, his Viſible Church, as the Apoſtle tells - 
"r [the Corinthians, Whoſe Temple you are; And as 
x- |fhat Temple of Solomon had 1ts outward and 
inward Court, ſfo'it is now : Some wha wor- 
of [hip in the outward, "ory only, which, are the 

| Outs 
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ed Veligton : c Or, 
outward Court given up to the Gentiles;or: Pa-: 
ga9iZzing: Qhtiſtians,, "and; are that Temple. 
where the Man of Sin fits, and which-God-re- 
gards »not, and will not have it meaſured: 
And othegs.who worſhip-God in Spirit, and 
are. the inward Caurt,and the true Temple and 
Altar, meaſured by the line of Gods SanRua-.. 
ry; and where Chriſt doth*fit and walk. And 
was this Spiritual Worſhip more regarded, L. 
believe. we ſhould not contend ſo much about | 
the Ceremonial part.z which when it is forced 
upon: Men by Fines and Penalties, it. looks 


more like Antichriſtian than Chrilian. Wor- 
ſhip. 


Of the Engliſh PARLIAMENT 
conſidered 6 4s Chriſtian, 


4 


chould not have added. any thing npan this 

[1 Head,” but that the preſent junCture of ' Af- 
fairs makes it ſeaſonable, we having at. this 
Time a Parliament Aſſembled , not only of 
Chriſtian Men, but of Proteſtants, which pro- 
feſls Reformed Chriſtianity: : And by a:wonder- 
_ful. and unexpected Call broughr together, 
and ina critical Time, when the Nation'was: 
in an Agony of Fear, DiſtraCtion and Dan- 
ger..; How welcome are 'Phylicians/to a Di- 
6-0 ad Dying Patient, 'who: both | wool 
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the Malady, and have Skill to recover r him! . 

Such we hopethis Parliament to be to England, 
conliſting of fo many Eminent Worthies,f ely- 
choſen, and freely debating, ſent from all parts 
of the Nation to,Conſult our Cure. Andſec- 
ing that I have eating of the Chriſtian 
Religion, in the Excellency and Influence of it, 
we cannot but expect its Eminent Influence up- 
on that great Aſſembly : And that true Chriſtt- 


- anity will be in the Chair, and preſide in all <A L. 
| their Votes and Dealtes. &*. 


I donot preſume to be capable of giving any 
Advice to thoſe Honourable Perſons who 
are every way ſo far above me. AIl I ſhall 
preſume unto, is only to lay before them ſach 
things which they already know, and-preſent 
them in a freſh view to their Minds, and that 
only in Hypotheſi; and only according to the 


Laws of Chriſtianity , and not the Rules of 


State-Policy. 


) 


Oar Engliſh Parliament, we know it to be 


the Snpream Court of the Nation, England's 


Sanhedrim, and the Kings great Council, of 
ancient Conftitution ; acknowledged and main- 
tained by ſucceflive Princes both of the Saxoy 
and Norman Race for many Generations.” It is 


| the Epitome of the whole Nation, who are all 


here either preſent or repreſented. It is. the 
Fountain of Juſtice,the Ne plus wlrr& of Contros - 
H 2 verſe, 
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| | OTE ANTEY ;:Or, [| 
yerſie. It-is the Bulwark of its De 


fence, the Hea- 
ler of its Breaches the united Reaſon, Wiſdom 
and Counſel of the whole Kingdom. It is the 
_ true Ballance of our Engliſh Government, hold- 
Ing the Scale even betwixt a Turkiſh Tyranny, 
and Republican Democracy, or betwixt Arbi- 
trary Government and Popular. Anarchy ; yea, 
I may ſtyle ir, a brief Model of the whole Uni- 
verſe: wherein the King may be conſidered as 
Regent 1n both Houſes ; the Peers as the Planets 
compaſling him about. ; who as they receive the 
Splendour of their Honour from him, ſo they 
refleCt it . back again upon him, in their Loy- 
alty, and Allegiance to his Perſon and Go- 
vernment. The Houſe of Commons is as the 
middle Region, which by its Coldneſs doth 
Temper and Moderate the Influence of the Su- 
perior Luminartes, that the Earth of the Com- 
mon People may not be Scorched by it. The 
wholſome Laws here Enacted, are as Rivers 
that Run forth to refreſh the whole Land. 
And it ſubſiſts as the Univerſe, by the Unity 
of its Parts, and breaks in pieces by Diviſion. 
And 'as Natural things are formed by the 
Communion that 1s betwixt the Superior and 
Inferior World ; ſo things Political, by that 
Communion. which is betwixt the two Houſes 
of Parliament. 


Bur whio is a right qualified Member of this 
great Aſſembly ? He th&&would deſcribe him, 
| may 
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Right. Chriltianity, - ,2o09Y 
may have y eaſier Task, by havingthe In- ©} 
ſtances before him hereof, in the many emi- 
nent Worthies now met together i in this pre- 
ſent Parliament. 


Firſ, He is one wo firs in the Houſe by a 
juſt Right, either by the right of Birth and 
Peerage, as the Lords, or by a right of a free 
Eleftion of the People in the Majority of their 
Votes and Suffrages, as the Commons. But 
yet, as he 1s a Chriſtian, -he takes notice of 
the Providence of God in calling him to this 
Pablick Service. 


Aces, He isa Man not Aﬀted by Ambition, 
cometh not thither meerly to aflume Honour 
to himſelf, but to.do ſome publick Good to 
the Nation, and Service to his Country, which 
he accounts his greateſt Honour, which 1s a- 
| temper becoming Chriſtianity. | 

He ſits in the Houſe with a mind free from 
Prejudice, both with reſpe& to Cauſes, -and 
the Parſons of all Men; and: gives up himſelf 
to the conduCt of Reaſon, Equity, and Con- 
ſcience, in all his Votes and Debates, that he 
may not juſtly wrong any Man ; as becomes a | 
Chriſtian, 


Hes not pertinacious in his own ſentiments, 
| and overweening his own Parts and Wiſdom 
"FINN H 3 above 
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+ Carried on in that Aſſembly with that Deco- 
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above other, Men; but is more ready to hear 
than to ſpeak; and will ſubmit readily himfelf, 
to Men of greater Judgment and Experience 
than his own, and in Honour will prefer ano- 
ther before himſelf ; as becomes a Chriſtian. 


He looks not on himſelf as a private Perſon 
when he fits in that great Aſſembly, and there- 
fore lays afide the conſideration of all private 

* Intereſts when they ſtand in Competition with 
the publick Good, that he may Faithfully 
diſcharge both towards . God and Man, the 
publick Truſt that is in his Hand 3 As becom- 
eth an Engliſh Senatour, and a Chriſtian. 


ny ny OJ O m4 © 


He will not ſuffer himſelf to be tranſport- | 
ed with Heat or Paſſion, whereby his Judg- 
ment may. þe blinded, and his Speech preci- 
Pitate and provoking, but hath that Command 
over his own Spirit by the Dominion of Rea- 
{on, and the Grace of God in his Soul, where- 
by he can either be Silent and not Speak, or 
elſe can Speak. with that Sedateneſs and So- 
briety,, as becomes a Chriſtian. 


He is aware of the great Miſchief of Ex- 
, treams, and therefore ſeeks to have all things 


Tum, and Moderation, which may be. moft 
late ang ſatisfying to the whole Nation ; 
"ufo Tn, whereby | 


.; fy 
* 4 Way» Lok 1 
4 Ki <0. ly 2" DEP. ER 4 . S / Wee e 
W A C by q _F i . 8 mas $6 oy F 
mY 5 $M" PF % py b; 
- . V 4 . 
'Y l - + 
» G P . , * 6 1 £ 4 G 
* OE | » by : =y F L 
. 
G 


*S*%% 


: | RES, I rs to: prevent Diviſions, ery 
to Promoſs Union; As becomes a Chriſtian. of 


He -Atts not in the Houſe for the intereſt 
of a particular Party, but hath ;regard to 
the whole Community, and will not be a re- 
ſpeQer, of- Perſons for Intereſt , Friendſhip, 
or a private Delign, not becoming a'Chriſtt- 
an. And will rather widen than narrow the 
Proteſtant Intereſt , to ſtrengthen it _ 
Popery'; : AS becomes a Proteltant Chriſtian... 


- He dothnot fo much conſider which is the 
| Strongeſt ſide, and moſt likely to Prevail, but 
- where Juſtice, Equity, and the Intereſt. of true 
Religion: do preponderate z aimiug . not fo 
much at the ſecuring-himfelf, as: faving the 
Nation. - And if he cannot do the! Good he 
would,” he. will..do_ the Good ;he can, both 
tor the: Honour of Gad, and. the: Welfare: of 
the Nation , as. becomes a Gheilizane oft 


If. chars be Differences. in the Nation, « et- 
ther upon the account. of- Religion, or Civil 
Liberties; as a State-phyſician, he will rather, 
ſeek. to-have theft Healed, than; to:Þe: made 
Wider and Incurable ; and endeayours if it 
may be, rather to have the Fleſh cured, than. 
the: Limb to be cut off; ſhewing herein the 
true Spine of Chriſt, and of a good Qraſtian- 
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' He. is mls to Maititain the juſt. 'Privis Ke 
ledges of Parliaments, and the Ancient Bounds hn 
and Land-marks of the Nation, as a true 
Engliſh man.” "And alſoit6 give unto"Ceſar the Jpre! 
things that ' are Ceſars.,, 11 maintaining the as - 
due Power', and Prerogative of the King; } 
whereby he approves himſelf to be a Man ff 
who both Fears God and Honours the King; 
AS becomes a Chriſtian, 


Be] igfoin : De, 


He is one” who can diſcern both Timzand; | 
Judgment , and conſiders not only what is 
Juſt or Lawful in it ſelf, but what is moſt 
Proper, with reſpeCt to the preſent State of 
the Nation, 'and the jur&ure of Afﬀairs-both 
at Home: and Abroad; and-accordingly will ha 
AR, either in making New: Laws, or Repeal- Þy 
ing the Old, when the State of the Nation ÞÞ 
is Altered , and the” Reaſon. of the Law is | 
Ceaſed. And will'in a good fence »aipo Swaivew, | i 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 'and- take the. Advan- If 
| tage of the Seaſon for the doing of Good, as ſhi 

becomes a wiſe Chriſtian; not LOOWINY: whe- \i 
it _—_ ever again return inco his Hand. 


He is one who hath reſp Ct to Poſterity as 
_ well as the preſent Generation: and will take 
care for 'the future Age, that no  oppreſling 
Yoke may beentail'd upon the Necks of thoſe 
+», that are-t0'come after, by leaving any ſuch 

| oa Unrepealed , « or by making any ſuch 


New 


Few Laws, which may ies a bad effet up- 
4 p the following Age, and which may, affe& 
is own Poſterity , as well as others. To 
1 prcſec an Evil, 1s left by Solomon 

"as -the CharaQer of a prudent Prov. 22. 5. 
Han, which may now be ityled, 

a wiſe Chriſtian. 


He is careful to provide ſupplies far the 
Fing, both ſufficient and. ſpeedy, as the Ho- 
pour of his Government, and the Aﬀairs of 
e Nation may require ; that ſome parts of 
lens Eſtates may be Sacrificed to the preſer- 
ation of the whole :- And yet he is merciful 
Þ the Peoples Purſe, not to impoſe a burden 
2t is cither Unreaſonable or Unneceſlary : 

Þy which mercy he AQs as a true Patriot of 
| i Country, and as a Chriſtian. 


| He gathers Wiſdom from the experience 
bf former times, wiſely conſidering the Rocks 
Fhat others have'Split upon, that went before 
im; that he may Steer his preſent Courſe by 
ther Meaſures , and take timely warning 
pd will not follow any evil Steps, but avoid 
hem 3 AS becomes a Chriſtian. 


He is Careful and Vigilant 34S A oublick: 
atch-man, to-diſcover-the Nations Dangers, 
ticher from Abroad: or at Home*' either ſuch' 
| are before his Face, « of fach as lie'in- rh 
bu 


| | Rc Ur, p A " 

- buſh behind; ind will be diligent to imake I 
ſpeedy Provilion. againſt them, leaſt by delg 
they prove invincible. And- he will not. | 

diverted by ſecuring ſome Mens particular F* 
Cabbins , from attending the ſafery of thel ; 
whole Veſſel from Wrack and Ruin. He cog 
ſidering the Truſt that is in-his Hand, h 6 
makes Conſcience to diſcharge It as become. 
a Chriſtian, that-, no ruins which may po ly 


LAI come, may lie at his Door. 


He takes abies both * Perſons and Thi pg if 
that obſtruct the courſe .of Juſtice-in the Ng 
tion, and have been injurious to the Libertiegd; 
Peace, Wealth, Strength, and Security of thel 
Kingdom, as its proper Grievances : That, 
ſuch Things may be removed out of the way 
. and ſuch Perſons who have been violators «ff 
publick Juſtice, may be made exemplary, thol, 
hitherto eſcaped, and ſuch who. have ſuffered 1 
wrong may be-recompenſed. Which as 
hath been the praCtice of our -Ezpliſh Parlig 
ments, ſo it is Agr ecable | Ke] > the les ol cru 
Chriſtianity. 46% 5-16 | 


He ſtops his Ears to: Vonniciobs. Counſel] 
ſhuts up his Hand againſt taking Rewards toſ/ 
pervert-Juſlice, to wrong the innocent, or to] 
make his motions Eccentick: from; others, - 
promote a private! deſign. He is alſo Lili 
gent to attend his publick. Dury a and wil bu 

not[* 


[| | Vihe Chriſtianity... "i 115 oe... 
"FX be found Abſent when the publick Aﬀairs 
1 Mſuire his Preſence : And will Subordinate 


irate Concerns. to the common Good. 


nd will not be diverted by Eaſe or Penliire 
þn putting his own Hand to the Oar, . to 
r the Vellel to the right Port. Conſfider- 
, that the known Rule of Hoc azere, doth 

of well reſpect Civil Afﬀairs, as the Duties of 
4 P"iſtianity and Religion towards God. | 


Af the Afairs of the Nation be Urgent and 
Xa | and its Dangers Eminent, he uſeth 
uble Care and Diligence. He wel] knowing, 
4 the Patient may Die by the Phylicians de- 
i : and the Veſlel link, by the Leak ſuffered 
" Dies: and the Fire be palt . Quenching, 
r want of timely prevention. And the fſay- 

of g of Solomon may in this caſe be verified ; 
Wl: that 3s Slothful (or Remiſs, Heb.) in his Work, 
| ens to him.that is a great Waſter, Prov.18.9. 

Þ4 that of the Poet , 


Sero Medecinaparatur, 
Cum mals per longas inuvaluere moras. 


The Medicine 1s too late at length, 
TVhen the Diſcaſe hath gotten ſtrength. 


| He is alſo more particularly concerned a- 


ul hut Religion, and the Service and Hononr of 
ot God ; 


, : 
s 


2:6 Refozmed Religion: Or, |. 
God; that true Piety may be Protetted al, ,, 


Encouraged throngh the Nation, and thi 

open Vice and Wickedneſs may be ſuppreſs 
and that good Laws may be made, or exec " 
ted for that end; and eſpecially , that godf> 
Miniſters may be encouraged, and good Preadf.;: 
ing may abound in the Nation, and a man 

tenance to ſnpport it, whereby the Protg 

ſtant Religion may be ſecured, good Know 

ledge may encreaſe, and the People not lelf 

in Ignorance to be {canced to Popery , 0 
drawn aſide to any moral Impieties, whereh 
he gives to God, the things that are Godg 5 
And he that 1s thus Concerned, I am ſure h{y 
ACts like a good Chriſtian, and to the Intereſſh; 
of Chriſtianity : And the Line I have beenfc; 
drawing, effeftvally reacheth to him. And ate: 
he knows the Eyes of the Nation are upoty 
the Parliament, whom they Truſt ; ſo munch, 
more the Eyes of the Omniſcient God, bedy' 
fore whom all the Gods of the Earth muſt, 


ſhortly appear. by 


; : 0 
And as the Nation hoth now the Bleſſinghy 
of the ConjuCtion of a Proteſtant King andſ 


Queen in the Throne; and as we hope and 

defire, an Hearty ConjuCtion of hoth Houſes| 
_ of Parlialiament with them; ſurely then,þ,, 
no Conjunftion of the moſt Benigne Stars| 
in the Heavens (according to the Rules of| 
Aſtronomy ) can bs eſteemed ſo Auſpicious| 

as 
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[neſs Conjundtions, to the flouriſhing Eſtate 
wet Nations. ' 


] have nothing further to add, but to 
Þs Pardon for this Boldneſs, and the Ac- 
tance of my good Intentions, both as a 
Friſtian and an Engliſh-man. 


{i 
: 
of 


ot 
owy — X 
If Of the Chriſtian Souldrer. 
q] 

eby | 
XJ Shall draw my Line a little further; from 
19 Mer of Peace, to Men of Wer; from the 
[Cort to the Camp; ; from the Perſons who fit 
eCouncel, to thoſe who Merchin the Field ; 
Recially conlider; ing our preſent times, where- | 
fe hear of W ars, and Rumours of Vars : 
ilk we ſee them come to our very Doors. It 
bequid be a Mercy to the World if there was 
udneed of Sonldicrs ; But when there 1s, IC 
$ be Mercy to have t] 2m ; eſpeciaÞy ſuch, 
oO 2re good, Chriſtian 'S, 'as well 2s good 
Weir. It was one of the Judgments tkreat- 
| to the Jews, that God would remove from 

, The Mobry man, and th: man of War ; 
fel C, aptain of Fifty, a! nd rhe. man of Eminent 
MN ourtenarce, HA, 3.2 3. 


ars | 
of 
us} An a 


as 


; af # 


be 
And now when Antichriſtian Armies 7 
round about us, and dangers Threaten us 
every Side; it is time for the true Clif 
ftian Souldier to gird on his Sword, ah 
ſtand upon his Guard; for the Conreſt ng at 
with us, ſeems to be bztwixt Papitt and Pilla 
reſtant, true and falſe Chriſtianity ; or pake} 
ticularly, berwixt the French and Iriſh Papilſo: 
and the Erzzliſh and Dutch Proteſtants , ad 
their Allies. And as the 1ſraelites carried t ie: 
Ark of God along with them into the Fielq 
that they might have Zood ſucceſs 12 Battlf 
fo true Chrittianity will not a little tend! 
the ſucceſs of the Army that is influenc'd py 
it; and therefore it is deſirable it may attelh; 
the Camp alſo, and that nor only in the Pt 
feſhon, but PraCtice too: Is 


Now this Chriſtian Solildier, 


W, 
Firſt, (which 18 to be ſappoſed) He is 0 : 
whoſe "Conſcience is periwaded of the La 
fuineſs of Chriſtians to take up Arms. S9 d:. 
have denied it; as the Aanichees, of OE, 
and ſo do ſome fill at this Day ; but ſuf 
{craples and ties upon the Conlciences of m 
may be very 15jarious, 1n this time of pul; 
lick diſtreſs and neceſlity. Gur Saviour inde 
tor21ds private Revenge, and requires patig 


Sufferl 


bo 


ro 


Ariring for- private Wrongs i in he cal a 
F:rſecution, and bad Perer put up his Sword, 
Tit no where declares the Untevfalnet,” 
Ine (all War. We know how God. trained 
W the 7/rachtes in Martial Diſcipline, Com- 
handed Commended, Aſliſted, and Bleſled their _ 
nh artial Enterprizes ; tho' private Revenges »Þ 
ere then Unlawful as well as now; but Na- ..Y 
onal War in a good Cauſe was Lawful then, - 2 
Md ſo it is ſtill. When the Soul- | : 'Þ 
 Uiers came to John the Baptiſt, he LZþ.3.14, 
\Gids them uſe no Violence, &c. but 
Fequires them not to Jay down their Arms. 
V hen Peter Preached to Cornelius the Centu- 
q” and Converted him to the Chriſtian Faith, 
Baptized him, but required him not to 
ty alide bis Swor d and Miticary Ofhice, A&#.10. 
Þþ not our Saviour neither, the other Centu- 
fion mentioned 47rr. 5, 


ia we read of Chriſtian Soaldiers called 
he Thunderins Legion, in Aurdlius his Roman 


 Urmy. And” when Tertullian In his Apelogy 
4 br the Chriſtian Religion, pleads, That they 
5 


Wray'd for the Roman. Empe- _ 
ors, and that their Councils "2 Pr HO , 
Cl nd Ar mics might be prolpe- &;, cap. "Et 4 
- ſurely he did not think * 
| National Wers Unlawful. And though 4 
te ſpeaks againſt the Ute of their Idojatrons 
trowns and. Garlands, in his B29k De Corcy:.3 
mitts, 


A 

dj Jo 
4 
= 


til 
erll 


' 


| yea all Creatures Self-preſervation ; and Chri 


he knows nt the fecret Councels and Reaſons 


1 


militis , yet not the Uſe of the SWOruly 
War. | 


. Andthe light of Nature doth teach all Men 


ſtianity doth not extinguifh the Light and © 
Laws of Nature ; and hereby Chriſtian Com? 
mon-wealths, will be more expoſed than an " 
other.So that this is ſuppoſed of the Chriſtia 5 
Souldier ; for being a Chriſtian, he will no : 
practiſe what 1s not allowed by the Laws « ol 
his Religion, 


Azain, He looks upon his Employment nat 
only as Lawful but Honourable, the Honout 
of moſt Noble Families being raiſed firſt i 
the Field ; and therefore ſeeks, to put on tha 
true oreatneſ; of Mind, whereby on' a right 
principle, ne can look upon Dangers” anc 
Difficulties fo below him, as that he 1s ablq 
to Encounter the: : 


7 
A 


C 
ſo 
« 


g 


Further , He hath a general SatisiaCttion nA 
at leaſt, of the juſtneſs of his Cayſe. Tho 


of State ,, or of every particular Commandy; 
which may nor be fir for him to know; yet 
he believes In general, that the War he in4 
gazeth in, 1s not upon any wicked delignj 

eerly to fatishe the Ambition or Revenge. 
or Men, but for the defence of Liberty, Prod 


Perry, 


b 


;] perty, or true "Religion, agaied ſuch who " 
invade-them. For: what is ndt of Faith is fih, 
is a General Rule in the Chriſtian Religion. 


He will not make uſe of his Sword for any 


.{ unjuſt Violence, either to Mens Perſons, Goods 
1 or Eſtates, or. to. uſurp that which: 4s not 
| his own, becauſe he.hath power (in his: hand, 
but is Content with his Wages, and makes 1 
Mutiny: 'And the Power of his Sword. is un- 
der the reſtraint of his ANITA and Reli- 
]gion. | | 


He wilt be faithful to his Cauſe, | and his 
"JPrince., that jintruſts him with the Sword ; 
JAnd abhorrs to: be treacherous and perfidious, 
"Jas that which is below a Man, much more a 
n IChriſtian, For as the Heathen did deteſt it, 
a ſo they honoured Fidelity even in an Enemy : 
ble And if in_ any thing he is diſſatisfied, he will 

father lay down his Arms, than uſe them in 

Hypocrilte, and Treachery to the Power that 

. oth both pay and cruſt him. | 


Out 


ho 


ad 
& 


' He counts not. his Life dear that he may 
trve his Countrey, the Welfare of the Na- 
fon, and the Publick good : He knowing 
That he. was not born for himſelf, and that - 
"Fis Strength, his Spirits, his Skill and Life. 
"fre well improved when they are Saerificed: =, 
S o the good of Mankind, i eſpecially in any © 4 
hi I Chrls -. 
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Chriſtian Service, either: at Home or: Abroad. 
And that he may payia Tribute to God, the: 


King, and his Countrey, when he pays his. 
Tribute to Nature. 


4d ſeeing that Courage is neceſſary. to his 
Warfare, and that it.;is the-gift of God ; he 
looks up to 'Heaven for. it, that he may nor 


turn back in the day of Battle, and by baſe 


Cowardiſe betray his Cauſe, open the way 
to a deſtroying Enemy, and .expoſe. or diſpa- 
rage himſelf : Having in his Thoughts. the. 
Speech of Joab in the Head of his Army, Be 


of Good Courage, and let us play the Men for our. 


People, 4nd the Cities of our God, and the Lord do. 
that which ſeemeth him good, 2 Sam. 10. 12. 
True Chriſtian Courage. . 

- He knows he carries his Life in his hand, 
when he goes forth to War, and therefore doth 


intruſt it in the hand of that God who gave it. 
him, and hath appointed its Bounds ; And he | 
knows that God can as well preſerve it abroad | 


a at home, in the Field as in the Chamber ; 
and being in his way, he may hope for Gods 


Keeping and ProteCtion. over him in his War- 
fare,as well as in any other Employment : And 
it an calie Death be deſireable, thoſe that are | 
Slain in the Field have commonly the advan- 


; tage of thoſe thar die in their Beds. 
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| ter an higher Station,*he ſeeks-to- raiſe him- 


| Jeopardy : In which Cafe he ſaith with that 4 
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- He truſts not in his own Strength, Skill or 
| Courage, or in the Numbers of Horſe or Men; 
but he knows, - as-a Chriſtian, that ViQory is 
inthe hand of God i And therefore after the 3 
beſt improvement of Martial Skilland notwith- 2 
ſtanding all advantages that are before him, he 
makes the Lord his only truſt, and cammits all 
Succeſles into his hand, as becomes a- Chriſti- 
an. | 
He'is content in the Station wherein he is 
ſet; whether in higher or lower Command; 
or ander Command ; and is careful to be found 
in his-proper Duty, and diſcharge of the Ser- 
vice of the place he'ſtands in; whether of 
Commanding,;or Commanded; that there may 
be no breach upon Military Order, or through 
the Irregularity of any one Wheel, the mation 
of the whole may be diſcompoſed, and preju- 
diced : And to be content and diligent in our 
own Place and Station, 15, we know,-a- Rule 
enjoyned in Chriſtanity'; and if ho deſires af- 
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ſelf to-it; by his Courage and Faithfulneſs in 
the'place where at preſent he ſtands. -- 


He is willing to deny himſelf in his oatward 
Accommodations, and to endure hardſhip in the — 2 
attending his preſent Warfare; and'efpecially i # 
when the Cauſe of Liberty and Religion is in 


brave Man Uriah, The Ark, and Iſrael, and. «| 
| L.3 Fudah it 


"Iuilab bitle i in \ Ten "oi _ my My 1 Joab, and hen 


the Servants of. my Lord are Encaped in ho open ym 


Field, ſhall I then go into my Houſe to eat and-10 | 


drinks and lye with my Wife, &c! When the Je 


publick {ſeems to Ira at Stake, he expoſeth F 
- his Fleſh to hardſhip, :as well as his Life to 
' hazards; and ſhakes of'a an Effeminate Temper | 

of Mind. _ 


| Healfo carefully avoids thoſe Sins and Int | 
pieties which uſually attend the Camp z 
Drunkenneſs, Rapes, Swearing , ag 
Quarrelling, horrid Imprecations, Blaſphe- |- 4 
ming, &s.. and all ſuch-Debauchery, . which 
is diſhonourable to humane Nature as - well as .] 


Chriſtianity, And as God required the //rae- Þ, 


| bres, when they went forth to War, to re- | 
move- all Ceremonial Uncleanneſs out of the 
Camp, that he mighr ,not. forſake it; ſo the 
Chriltian Souldier will ayoid rhoſe moral pol- | 
lations which may be.diſpleaſing -and. provo- Þþ 
| king to' the Eyes of that. God from whom he 
ktows comes all Succeſs -and Victory ; and for 
the cauſe of which, great Armies have been Þ 
often defeated, and rebuk'd from Heaven ; 3 3 | 
Chrilttags' well know.. $2 q 


And if he meet with Succeſs, and his han | 
Proſper, he gives not the Glory of it: toithe Va- 
lour, Strengrh, or Skill of Men, but, as a Chri- 
y Ran, he: glves all OGry. to God humelt, well 
re- 


4; af iy 


"CM UCOETLATELY, I208 - 
' iſe Man's ſayingg#The Race 
; 44n0t 40 the ſwift, nor the Battle tothe ſtrong, &c. 
> Fecleſe 9.11. And if the Light of Nature led 
> the Hearhen to offer Gratulatory Sacrifices to 
C 
) 
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Femembring the W 


Jheir Gods, for their Vitories, much more doth 

the Light of Chriſtianity teach Men to give 

Glory to God : And if the Romans, would * 
ſcend the Capitol in their ſolemn Triumphs, 

Jo pay their thanks to Fupizer, much more. is 

. | becoming a Chriſtien to aſcend with his 

; Thankſgivings to God. ' | WS 


. | He will not ſeek to prolong the War- for 
private advantage, ingageth in it rather our 
; 'þf Neceſlity, than Choice, -and the uſual: Mot- 
- ÞÞ, Pacem- Bello qQUEYINUS, if not. painted in his 
Colours, yet is written in his Heart. 7 


Laſtly, The Hazards of Lite which he En- 
punters, make him to ſecure his' Peace with 
. þod, that he may dye both honourably., and 
lappily ; that tho he hath bin a Man of Warr, 4 
2t may dye in Peace, and.live triumphantly in I 
feaven, when his Warfare is finiſht here-on 
Erith. And as: his Religion directs him for this 
Ind, both Repenrance towards God, and Faith 
wards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ſo he is found 
 '*Þ the daily practice of it, as becomes a Chri- 
ian; whereby that old Latin Verſe is Con- 
Ited”: | | * 4 
| alla fides, pictaſque virts qui Caſtra ſequuntur. » 2 
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| And with we ſee Faith and piety, Valoural | 
Virtue attending the Camp, eſpecially in" 
Commanding Patt of it ; we may then 4 | 
with King David, that Man of War; God bath 
ipiven 4 Banner to them that fear him, 10 'be ſpin 

ed, becauſe of the Trath, Pſal. 60. 4 


Not that I thiok it is EMential to a god { 
Souldier to be 'a' good Chriſtian, or thi 
Church-qualifications are neceſſary to th 
Camp, yet this I ſay, that whatever naturg i 
or moral goodneſs, or acquired accompliſhjſ 
ments are found in any Man, the ER 
of true Chriſtianity-to them, will: pur' a 

"04 ther Excellency and Uſefulneſs upon then 
both in the Service of. God and Men, and 1 
Put theBleſſings of Heaven upon them alſo: An Lf 
tho I pretend rot to Skill in Martial Afﬀairs 
whereby 'to ſpeak as a Souldier, yet I do-tqbt 
ſome Knowledge it the Rules of Chriſtianit 
merely to PR as a Chriſtian.- 
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ThusT am/come to the End of my Line ; an 
have endeavoured to make good the Title oþ 
this ſhort Diſcourſe, by ſhewing the Excelleng b 
of Right Chriſtianity, and its Uſefnineſs in th of 
whole Life of Mah : And thereby to attain i 


A rae Reformed Relipian. J'- 
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hc hs lately Printed for ob Dunca) ut 
th the Black Raven iz the Poultrey, over. 
ſag againſt the Comprter. - 


aſh) Continuation of Morning Exerciſe 
1 A Queſtions and Caſes of Conſcience Yo 
. Fically Reolo d by jundry Miniſters, in plicg 
0632. Printed in a Large Quarto, Price bound 
199, SJ. 
+ (2) A Colteftion of the Dying Speeches, Let- 
rs and Prayers, of thoſe eminent Proteſt ants who 
iſhſpfered in the Weſt of England and elſewhere : 
mder the Crnel Sentence of George Lord Jcffe- 
ys. Price 6. 4, 
{ (3) The Saints Readineſs for rheir Lords com- | 
w: A Funeral Sermon preach'd upon the death 
- f that faithful and laborious Servant of Chriſt 
irgr. John Oakes : by Samuel Slater Afiniſter of 
-tFhe Goſpel. Price bound 1 5. 
ty] - (4) His Sermon: Preached to Young Men the 
{Twenty fifth of December laſt, at that which was 
12M. Oakes's Meering-place: price 6 d, 
and (5) Early Piery , SU fe m the Life 
> of md Death of Mr. Nathanael Macher, who hav- 
ne ing become at the &ge of Nineteen, an Inſtance 
thivf more than common Learning and Virtue, chan- 
n Aged Earth for Heaven, Ottob. 17. 1688. Where- 
']ro are added, ſome Diſcourſes on the true Nature, 
[the great Reaord, and. the beſt S:ajon of ſuch a 


 TWalk with God, as. be left a pattern of. Price 
- [bound 1.5. 


(6) The | 


= .DC ks lately | in ed *ror * Dunton, | : f 2 
a Fla th Joy.o faith: I” -7 Treat openinj 


' the true Natmreof Faith ; its loweſt Stature, am 
Diftintion from Aſſurance, with a Preliminary 
Traft evidencing the Divinity of the Sacred Scripl 
tures. By Samuel Lee, 4. A. All ſold by Joh 
Dunton at the Black Raven in the Poulrey 
price bound 1 $.6 d. 

* (7) A compleat Hiſtory of the Life and Mal 
tary Aftions of Richard Earl of Tyrconnel, where | 
in (among other things) is related the Shirmiſher, 
Battles, Serges, and remarkable . Tranſattiont 
which have hapned under his Government both be: 
fore (and ſince) the Late Kings Landing in Ires 
land. - Dedicated to the Officers in his Majeſtics, 
4 Army : To which is added the Life and memorable 
Altions of Father. Peters. price I 8. 
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Þ : Here will in a little rime be publiſhr a Treatiſe Entitu-] 

E-. 4 led, A New Martyro'ogy, or the Bloody Afizes, now 

. exatitly merhadized i in on&eggire Volume, comprehend-\) 

ing a Compleat Hiſtory of tHe Lives, A&ions, Tryals, Suf+, 

ferings, Dying Speeches, Letters and Prayers of all thoſe 

Eminext Martyrs, who fell in the Weſt of England, and. 

elſewhere, from rhe year 1578. to 1689.* with rhe PiAures | 

of ſeveral of th: moſt Eminent of them in Copper-plates./ 

6 To this Treariie will be added rhe lare Duke of Monmouth's 4 

8 whole Expedition whil/tin the Weſt, Written by an Offi- | 

' cer in his Army : As allo, the Life and Death of that bloody ! 

Perſecasor, George Lord Fefferies, The third Eaition with 

large Additions, Printed according tro the Original Copies ] 
in large 0 1v0, for Febn Diuncon ar the Black Raven in the'\, 
Poulgre +. \Þ 
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